hip hop family tree vol 2

Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 is a continuation of Ed Piskor's acclaimed comic book series
that chronicles the history and evolution of hip-hop culture. Released in 2014, this volume
delves deeper into the stories of influential artists, groundbreaking albums, and the socio-
political landscape that shaped the genre from the late 1980s to the early 1990s. This
article explores the key features of Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2, its significance in the
broader context of hip-hop history, and the artistic approach that makes it a unique piece of
literature.

Overview of Hip Hop Family Tree

The Hip Hop Family Tree series is a graphic novel that provides a visual representation of
hip-hop's history. Created by Ed Piskor, an artist known for his unique storytelling and
illustration style, the series takes a deep dive into the origins and development of hip-hop
culture. Each volume presents a meticulously researched timeline, showcasing the artists,
producers, and key events that have shaped the genre.

Structure and Content of Volume 2

Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 continues from where the first volume left off, exploring the
years from 1981 to 1983. This period is marked by significant shifts in the hip-hop
landscape, including the rise of new artists, the introduction of innovative production
techniques, and the emergence of hip-hop as a mainstream cultural phenomenon.

The volume is structured into several chapters, each focusing on different aspects of hip-
hop culture, such as:

1. Key Figures and Groups
- The emergence of iconic artists and crews that defined the era.
- The influence of groups such as Run-D.M.C., The Beastie Boys, and Grandmaster Flash.

2. Technological Innovations
- The role of technology, including the use of drum machines and samplers.
- How these innovations changed the way music was produced and consumed.

3. Cultural Impact
- The influence of hip-hop on youth culture and society at large.
- The intersection of hip-hop with other forms of art, such as graffiti and breakdancing.

4. Key Events
- Significant concerts, battles, and moments that helped to shape the genre.
- The rise of hip-hop radio and its impact on music distribution.



Key Themes in Volume 2

The narrative in Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 encompasses several themes that resonate
throughout the history of hip-hop. Understanding these themes provides insight into the
cultural significance of the genre.

The Evolution of Hip-Hop Identity

One of the central themes of Volume 2 is the evolution of hip-hop identity. As the genre
gained popularity, it began to encompass a wider range of voices and experiences. The
volume showcases how artists from diverse backgrounds contributed to the richness of hip-
hop culture.

For instance, the emergence of female MCs like MC Lyte and Salt-N-Pepa highlighted the
importance of representation within the genre. Their contributions helped to pave the way
for future generations of female artists in a predominantly male-dominated space.

Commercialization vs. Authenticity

Another significant theme is the tension between commercialization and authenticity. As
hip-hop began to break into the mainstream, artists faced the challenge of staying true to
their roots while also appealing to a broader audience. Volume 2 captures this struggle
through the stories of various artists who navigated the changing landscape of the music
industry.

The rise of major record labels and the increasing visibility of hip-hop in popular culture
raised questions about authenticity. Many artists grappled with the potential dilution of
their message as they gained commercial success. This ongoing dialogue about
authenticity remains relevant in contemporary discussions of hip-hop.

Community and Collaboration

Community and collaboration are also pivotal themes in Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2. The
volume emphasizes the importance of collaboration among artists, producers, and DJs in
shaping hip-hop music. The collective effort of these individuals fostered a sense of
community that was vital to the genre's growth.

Collaborations between artists often led to groundbreaking tracks, pushing the boundaries
of creativity. This aspect of hip-hop culture highlights the notion that the genre thrives on
shared experiences and collective creativity.



Artistic Style and Presentation

Ed Piskor's artistic style is a crucial component of the Hip Hop Family Tree series. His
distinctive approach combines detailed illustrations with a retro aesthetic reminiscent of
classic comic books. This style helps to evoke the era in which the stories take place,
immersing readers in the culture of the time.

Visual Storytelling

Piskor employs visual storytelling techniques that enhance the narrative. The use of vibrant
colors, dynamic layouts, and expressive character designs brings the characters and events
to life. Piskor's attention to detail ensures that readers can appreciate the cultural nuances

and historical context of each story.

The combination of text and imagery allows for a multifaceted exploration of the subject
matter. Readers can engage with the content on multiple levels, gaining both an
intellectual understanding and an emotional connection to the stories being told.

Historical Accuracy

In addition to its artistic merits, Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 is notable for its commitment to
historical accuracy. Piskor conducted extensive research to ensure that the events, artists,
and cultural shifts depicted in the comic are true to the historical record. This dedication to
authenticity lends credibility to the work and makes it a valuable resource for anyone
interested in hip-hop history.

Significance of Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2

Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 holds significant importance not only as a work of art but also as
a historical document. It serves as a bridge between generations of hip-hop enthusiasts,
providing a comprehensive overview of the genre's evolution.

Educational Value

The volume is an invaluable educational tool for anyone looking to understand the roots
and development of hip-hop culture. Its accessible format makes it suitable for readers of
all ages, from casual fans to students of music history. The engaging storytelling and visual
presentation help to demystify the complexities of hip-hop, making it more approachable
for newcomers.



Preservation of Culture

Furthermore, Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 plays a crucial role in preserving hip-hop culture.
By documenting the lives and contributions of influential artists, the volume ensures that
their legacies are remembered and celebrated. In an era where historical narratives can
often be overlooked or forgotten, Piskor's work stands as a testament to the importance of
storytelling in preserving cultural heritage.

Conclusion

Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 is a remarkable continuation of Ed Piskor's exploration of hip-hop
culture. Through its engaging storytelling, distinctive artistic style, and commitment to
historical accuracy, the volume captures the essence of a transformative era in music
history. By highlighting key themes such as identity, commercialization, and community, it
provides readers with a deeper understanding of the complex landscape of hip-hop. As both
a work of art and a historical document, Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2 remains an essential
reading for anyone interested in the rich tapestry of hip-hop culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2' about?

'Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2' is a graphic novel that chronicles the history of hip hop from its
origins in the 1970s through the 1980s, focusing on key artists, events, and cultural shifts
that shaped the genre.

Who is the author of 'Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2'?

The author of 'Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2' is Ed Piskor, known for his detailed illustrations
and engaging storytelling that highlight the evolution of hip hop culture.

What are some key themes explored in 'Hip Hop Family
Tree Vol 2'?

Key themes include the rise of influential hip hop artists, the impact of technology on music
production, the importance of community and collaboration in the genre, and the socio-
political backdrop of the times.

How does 'Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2' differ from the
first volume?

‘Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2' expands upon the narrative established in the first volume by
delving deeper into the 1980s hip hop scene, introducing more artists and pivotal moments
that defined the era.



What artistic style does Ed Piskor use in 'Hip Hop
Family Tree Vol 2'?

Ed Piskor employs a retro comic book style reminiscent of the 1980s, utilizing vibrant colors
and expressive character designs to convey the energy and culture of hip hop during that
time.

Is 'Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2' suitable for all ages?

While 'Hip Hop Family Tree Vol 2' is an educational and entertaining read, it contains some
adult themes and language, making it more suitable for older teens and adults interested in
the cultural history of hip hop.
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