
hills like white elephants analysis
Hills Like White Elephants Analysis is a compelling examination of the intricate dynamics between
gender, communication, and choice, as presented in Ernest Hemingway’s short story. Through the
seemingly simple dialogue between the two main characters, Jig and the American, Hemingway
explores profound themes of love, responsibility, and the complexities of human relationships. This
analysis delves into the narrative structure, symbolism, character dynamics, and the overarching
themes that underscore the story.

Introduction to the Story

"Hills Like White Elephants" was published in 1927 in Hemingway's collection of short stories titled
"Men Without Women." The narrative unfolds in a train station located in the Ebro River valley of
Spain, where a couple discusses a life-altering decision. Their conversation, laden with subtext,
revolves around whether Jig should undergo an abortion, a subject that is never explicitly named in
the text.

Setting and Context

The story is set against the backdrop of a train station, which serves as a liminal space, representing
a crossroads in the couple’s relationship.

- Symbolism of the Train Station:
- A transient space that signifies choices and the journey ahead.
- The train symbolizes the passage of time and life, suggesting that decisions must be made before
moving on.

- Cultural Context:
- Written during the 1920s, a time of shifting societal norms regarding relationships and
reproductive rights.
- Reflects the post-World War I disillusionment and the emerging modernist literary style.

Character Analysis

The story primarily features two characters: Jig and the American. Their interactions reveal much
about their personalities and the underlying tensions in their relationship.

Jig

- Character Traits:
- Vulnerable and introspective, showcasing a deeper emotional complexity than the American.



- Her observations about the hills and her surroundings reflect a longing for connection and
meaning.

- Symbolism of Her Name:
- The name "Jig" suggests a lightness or playfulness, contrasting with the heavy topic of their
conversation.
- Represents the inner conflict between her desire for freedom and her awareness of the
consequences of her choices.

The American

- Character Traits:
- Portrayed as pragmatic and somewhat manipulative, focusing on the benefits of the abortion for
their lifestyle.
- His demeanor reflects a traditional masculine attitude, prioritizing rationality over emotional
engagement.

- Symbolism of His Role:
- Represents societal pressures and the male perspective on women’s reproductive choices.
- His insistence on the procedure highlights themes of control and power dynamics in their
relationship.

Dialogue and Communication

Hemingway employs a minimalist style characterized by sparse dialogue that conceals as much as it
reveals. The conversation between Jig and the American is filled with tension and unspoken words.

The Use of Dialogue

- Subtext and Implications:
- Much of the meaning is derived from what is not said. The couple dances around the subject of
pregnancy and abortion, indicating their inability to communicate openly.
- The dialogue often shifts from direct conversation to evasive remarks, illustrating their emotional
disconnect.

- Repetition and Tension:
- The American repeats phrases like “It’s really an awfully simple operation” to downplay the gravity
of the situation.
- Jig’s responses become increasingly strained, demonstrating her internal struggle and resistance to
the American’s viewpoint.

Symbolism in the Dialogue



- Hills as a Metaphor:
- The titular “hills” symbolize the potential for life and fertility, contrasting with the impending
decision to terminate a pregnancy.
- Jig’s observation that the hills look like white elephants signifies her awareness of the weighty
implications of their choice.

- Contrast Between Perspectives:
- The dialogue reflects the stark contrast between the couple’s viewpoints — Jig’s yearning for
connection versus the American’s rational, detached approach.
- This disconnect highlights the broader theme of gender roles and expectations in relationships.

Thematic Analysis

Hemingway's story encapsulates several key themes that resonate with readers on multiple levels.

Choice and Responsibility

- Personal Agency:
- The story raises questions about the nature of choice and the responsibilities that come with it,
particularly in the context of relationships.
- Jig faces a critical decision that will impact her life and the life of the unborn child, reflecting the
weight of personal agency.

- Consequences of Choices:
- The couple's discussion underscores the potential emotional fallout of their decision, with
implications for their relationship dynamics and individual futures.
- Hemingway invites readers to consider the long-term consequences of choices made in moments of
crisis.

Gender Roles and Power Dynamics

- Male Dominance:
- The American embodies traditional male authority, attempting to persuade Jig to conform to his
desires and lifestyle choices.
- His approach illustrates the societal pressures women face regarding reproductive decisions, often
influenced by male perspectives.

- Female Agency:
- Jig’s struggle between her desires and the American’s expectations highlights the limited agency
women often encounter.
- The story’s conclusion leaves her decision ambiguous, symbolizing the ongoing struggle for
women’s autonomy.



Communication and Miscommunication

- Incomplete Communication:
- The couple's inability to express their true feelings complicates their relationship, reflecting
broader themes of miscommunication in human interactions.
- The dialogue serves as a vehicle for dramatic tension, emphasizing that what is left unsaid can be
as potent as spoken words.

- The Role of Silence:
- Silence punctuates their exchanges, conveying the weight of unexpressed emotions and thoughts.
- The quiet moments in the narrative highlight the emotional distance between the characters,
suggesting that true understanding is elusive.

Conclusion

Hills Like White Elephants Analysis reveals the intricate layers of meaning embedded in
Hemingway's concise narrative. Through a masterful interplay of dialogue, symbolism, and character
dynamics, the story explores the themes of choice, gender roles, and the complexities of
communication in relationships. The ambiguity of Jig’s decision serves as a poignant commentary on
the nature of personal agency and the societal pressures that shape our lives. Hemingway’s ability to
convey profound truths through understated prose invites readers to reflect on their own
experiences and the weight of choices in their lives.

In a world where the complexities of relationships often remain unspoken, "Hills Like White
Elephants" stands as a timeless exploration of the human condition, encouraging readers to engage
with the nuances of communication and the profound impact of personal choice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Hills Like White Elephants'?
The main theme revolves around the complexities of communication and the struggles between
personal desires and societal expectations, particularly in the context of relationships and choices
about parenthood.

How does Hemingway use symbolism in 'Hills Like White
Elephants'?
Hemingway uses the hills themselves as a symbol of the couple's situation, representing the choices
they face, while the white elephants symbolize burdensome gifts, reflecting the implications of their
decision regarding the pregnancy.



What narrative style is employed in 'Hills Like White
Elephants'?
The story is written in a minimalist style characteristic of Hemingway, featuring sparse dialogue and
an emphasis on subtext, allowing readers to infer deeper meanings and emotions between the
characters.

What do the characters represent in 'Hills Like White
Elephants'?
The characters represent different perspectives on relationships and life choices; the man embodies
a more pragmatic, self-centered view, while the woman represents emotional depth and the weight
of the decision they face.

How does the setting influence the story's conflict?
The setting, a train station in Spain, symbolizes a crossroads in the couple's relationship, indicating
transition and the urgency of their decision while highlighting their emotional distance from each
other.

What role does the dialogue play in 'Hills Like White
Elephants'?
The dialogue is crucial in revealing the tension and miscommunication between the characters, as
much of the conflict arises from what is left unsaid, reflecting their inability to connect on a deeper
level.

How does the story's title contribute to its meaning?
The title 'Hills Like White Elephants' suggests the idea of something that is obvious yet difficult to
confront, paralleling the couple's struggle with the implications of an unwanted pregnancy and their
differing views on it.

What is the significance of the setting's description in the
story?
The description of the setting contrasts the barren hills and the fertile valley, symbolizing the
couple's conflicting desires—one for freedom and the other for a deeper connection and potential
parenthood.

What does the ending of 'Hills Like White Elephants' imply
about the couple's future?
The ambiguous ending suggests unresolved tension and uncertainty in the couple's relationship,
leaving readers to ponder whether they will reach a mutual understanding or continue to drift apart
due to their differing desires.
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