
highest scoring 4th quarter in nfl history
Highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history is a remarkable topic that football fans love to
discuss. The fourth quarter is often where games are decided, and the pressure can lead to some of
the most exciting and explosive moments in NFL history. In this article, we will explore the highest
scoring fourth quarters, what led to these remarkable displays of offensive prowess, and how these
games have shaped the narrative of the league.

Understanding the Importance of the Fourth Quarter

The fourth quarter in an NFL game is crucial for a variety of reasons:

High Stakes: By this point in the game, teams are either fighting to maintain a lead or trying
to mount a comeback.

Strategy Changes: Coaches adapt their game plans based on the score, often leading to
aggressive offensive plays.

Player Performance: Players are under immense pressure, and the ability to perform in
crunch time can define careers.

The combination of these elements can lead to extraordinary scoring outbursts, making the fourth
quarter a theater of football drama.

Notable High-Scoring Fourth Quarters in NFL History

Over the years, the NFL has witnessed some incredible fourth-quarter performances that have left
fans in awe. Here are a few of the highest-scoring fourth quarters in NFL history:

1. The 1989 AFC Wild Card Game: Buffalo Bills vs. Houston
Oilers

One of the most memorable fourth quarters took place on January 3, 1993, during the AFC Wild Card
Game between the Buffalo Bills and the Houston Oilers.

- Score Before the Fourth Quarter: Bills 3, Oilers 28
- Final Score: Bills 41, Oilers 38 (OT)

In a stunning turn of events, the Bills scored 32 unanswered points in the fourth quarter, culminating
in one of the greatest comebacks in NFL history. Frank Reich, who stepped in as quarterback for an



injured Jim Kelly, led the Bills to an incredible victory.

2. The 2017 AFC Championship Game: New England Patriots
vs. Jacksonville Jaguars

On January 21, 2018, the AFC Championship Game between the New England Patriots and the
Jacksonville Jaguars showcased a thrilling fourth quarter.

- Score Before the Fourth Quarter: Jaguars 20, Patriots 10
- Final Score: Patriots 24, Jaguars 20

The Patriots scored 14 points in the fourth quarter to complete a comeback that sent them to the
Super Bowl. Tom Brady once again proved his clutch performance in the crucial moments of the
game, solidifying his legacy.

3. The 2013 Regular Season: Denver Broncos vs. Dallas
Cowboys

In an exciting regular-season matchup on October 6, 2013, the Denver Broncos faced the Dallas
Cowboys.

- Score Before the Fourth Quarter: Broncos 48, Cowboys 41
- Final Score: Broncos 51, Cowboys 48

The fourth quarter was a scoring frenzy with both teams exchanging touchdowns. The Broncos scored
three touchdowns while the Cowboys managed two, resulting in a combined total of 30 points in the
final quarter.

What Leads to High-Scoring Fourth Quarters?

Several factors contribute to high-scoring fourth quarters in the NFL:

1. Offensive Strategy

Teams often shift to more aggressive offensive strategies as the game progresses. This can include:

- No-huddle offenses: Speeding up the game to catch the defense off-guard.
- Increased passing: Coaches may call for more passing plays in an attempt to score quickly.
- Trick plays: Creative plays designed to surprise the opposing defense.



2. Defensive Fatigue

As games wear on, defenses can become fatigued, leading to breakdowns in coverage and missed
tackles. This fatigue can make it easier for offenses to exploit weaknesses.

3. High Stakes Situations

When teams are behind, they often take more risks, which can lead to explosive plays. This urgency
can create opportunities for big scores in the final moments.

Memorable Players in High-Scoring Fourth Quarters

Certain players have made a name for themselves by performing exceptionally well in high-pressure
fourth quarters. Here are a few notable mentions:

Tom Brady: Often referred to as the greatest quarterback of all time, Brady has orchestrated
numerous fourth-quarter comebacks throughout his career.

Joe Montana: Known for his cool demeanor, Montana led some of the most iconic game-
winning drives in NFL history.

Dan Marino: Marino was known for his powerful arm and ability to score quickly, making him a
threat in any fourth quarter.

Conclusion

The highest scoring 4th quarter in NFL history is not just about the numbers on the scoreboard;
it's about the drama, the comebacks, and the unforgettable moments that define the sport. From
historic playoff games to thrilling regular-season matchups, the fourth quarter has provided fans with
some of the most exciting football experiences. As we look forward to future seasons, it’s exciting to
think about what new records will be set and which players will rise to the occasion when the stakes
are highest.

Whether you’re a die-hard fan or a casual observer, the thrill of a high-scoring fourth quarter is
something that every football lover can appreciate.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the highest scoring fourth quarter in NFL history?
The highest scoring fourth quarter in NFL history occurred on December 6, 1981, when the San Diego
Chargers and the Miami Dolphins combined for 40 points.

How many points were scored in the highest scoring fourth
quarter?
A total of 40 points were scored in the highest scoring fourth quarter, with the Chargers scoring 24
points and the Dolphins scoring 16 points.

Which teams were involved in the record-setting fourth
quarter?
The record-setting fourth quarter involved the San Diego Chargers and the Miami Dolphins.

What was the final score of the game with the highest scoring
fourth quarter?
The final score of the game was San Diego Chargers 41, Miami Dolphins 38.

In which year did the highest scoring fourth quarter take
place?
The highest scoring fourth quarter took place in 1981.

Has any fourth quarter since 1981 surpassed the 40-point
mark?
No, as of now, no fourth quarter has surpassed the 40-point mark since the record was set in 1981.

What significant events contributed to the scoring in that
fourth quarter?
The fourth quarter featured multiple touchdowns, including a series of quick scores and a final drive
leading to a game-winning field goal.

How does the highest scoring fourth quarter compare to other
quarters in NFL history?
The 40-point fourth quarter is significantly higher than any other quarter in NFL history, making it a
standout event in the league's scoring records.



Are there any notable players from the Chargers or Dolphins
involved in that game?
Yes, notable players included Dan Fouts, the quarterback for the Chargers, and David Woodley, the
quarterback for the Dolphins, both of whom played key roles in the scoring.
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