highest score in pga history

Highest score in PGA history is a topic that often sparks debate among golf enthusiasts and
historians alike. The Professional Golfers' Association (PGA) Tour, renowned for its competitive spirit
and high-stakes tournaments, has seen its fair share of remarkable performances and dismal
outings. While records are frequently broken in golf, the narrative surrounding the highest score is
often overshadowed by impressive achievements. However, understanding the context and
implications of such scores can provide valuable insight into the challenges faced by professional
golfers.

The Context of Scoring in Golf

Golf is a game that emphasizes precision, strategy, and mental fortitude. Unlike many sports, where
scoring is straightforward, golf presents unique challenges based on course layout, weather
conditions, and player performance.

Understanding Par and Scoring

- Par: This is the number of strokes an expert golfer is expected to take to complete a hole or a
round. For example, a par-3 hole should ideally take three strokes.

- Birdie: A score of one stroke under par on a hole.

- Eagle: Two strokes under par.

- Bogey: One stroke over par.

- Double Bogey: Two strokes over par.

Scoring in golf is cumulative, meaning that players accumulate strokes over 18 holes, with the goal
of achieving the lowest score possible. However, various factors can lead to exceptionally high
scores, which can become infamous in the annals of golf history.

The Highest Scores in PGA History

Throughout the history of the PGA Tour, there have been instances where players have struggled
significantly, leading to record high scores. The highest recorded score in PGA Tour history was
made by Mickey Wright, who shot a staggering 88 during the 1955 Bing Crosby Pro-Am. However, it
is essential to note that while this score is significant, it is relatively common for golfers to have bad
days on the course.

Key Factors Contributing to High Scores

Several factors can contribute to a golfer's poor performance, leading to high scores:



1. Course Difficulty: Some courses are notoriously difficult, featuring challenging layouts,
treacherous bunkers, and fast greens.

2. Weather Conditions: Wind, rain, and extreme temperatures can greatly affect play. For example,
heavy rain can make greens slick and difficult to manage.

3. Mental State: Golf is as much a mental game as it is physical. Players struggling with personal
issues or pressure may see their performance dip.

4. Injuries: Physical ailments can severely impact a golfer’s swing, accuracy, and endurance.

5. Experience Level: Younger players or those new to the professional scene may not yet have the
skill set to navigate challenging courses successfully.

Notable Instances of High Scores

While Mickey Wright's score stands out, there have been several other notable instances worthy of
discussion.

1. Mickey Wright - 88 at Bing Crosby Pro-Am (1955)

Mickey Wright, a trailblazer in women'’s golf, recorded her infamous score during a tournament that
was in a somewhat relaxed atmosphere. Despite her struggles that day, she later went on to become
one of the greatest female golfers in history, with 82 LPGA Tour wins.

2. John Daly - 90 at the 2008 PGA Championship

John Daly is no stranger to the highs and lows of golf. During the 2008 PGA Championship, he shot a
dismal 90 in the first round. Despite his struggles, Daly is remembered for his unique style and
charismatic personality, making him a fan favorite.

3. Kevin Na - 16 on a single hole at the 2011 Valero Texas
Open

While not a full round score, Kevin Na’s 16 on the par-4 9th hole is one of the highest single-hole
scores recorded. His struggles on that hole became a memorable part of that tournament and
showcased the unpredictable nature of golf.

4. Other Notable High Scores

- Tommy Bolt: Recorded a score of 88 during the 1952 Masters Tournament.



- Scott Hoch: Shot a 90 at the 1997 Masters, adding to the list of high scores at this prestigious
event.

The Psychological Impact of High Scores

High scores can have a significant psychological impact on players. The pressure of performing well
can lead to anxiety, particularly in high-stakes tournaments. The following are some mental health
aspects related to high scores:

- Self-doubt: Players may question their abilities after poor performances.

- Performance Anxiety: The fear of repeating a bad performance can hinder future play.

- Public Perception: Golfers are often scrutinized by fans and media, making it challenging to shake
off a high score.

Coping Mechanisms for Golfers

To manage the psychological fallout from high scores, golfers can employ various strategies:

1. Mental Training: Visualization and mindfulness techniques can help players stay focused and calm
under pressure.

2. Physical Fitness: Maintaining peak physical condition can improve overall performance and
reduce the risk of injury.

3. Support Systems: Having a supportive team, including coaches and family, can provide
encouragement during tough times.

4. Reflection and Learning: Analyzing poor performances can lead to valuable insights and
improvements for future tournaments.

Conclusion

The highest score in PGA history serves as a reminder that even the best golfers can have off days.
While records for low scores often steal the spotlight, high scores tell a different story about the
challenges of the game. From extreme weather conditions to course difficulties and mental hurdles,
high scores underscore the unpredictability of golf.

As the sport continues to evolve, with new talent emerging and courses becoming increasingly
challenging, it is likely that we will see more record high scores in the future. However, these
moments should not be viewed solely as failures but rather as part of the rich tapestry of golf
history—a testament to the resilience and determination of golfers at all levels.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the highest score recorded in a single round of a PGA
Tour event?

The highest score recorded in a single round of a PGA Tour event is 16 over par, achieved by the
golfer Tommy Armour at the 1927 Texas Open.

Who holds the record for the highest cumulative score in a
PGA Championship?

The record for the highest cumulative score in a PGA Championship is held by the golfer John Daly,
with a total of 328 strokes in the 1991 event.

Has any player ever shot an 80 or higher in a PGA Tour event?

Yes, many players have shot an 80 or higher in a PGA Tour event; some notable instances include
players who faced difficult conditions or challenging courses.

What factors can contribute to a high score in PGA
tournaments?

Factors that can contribute to a high score in PGA tournaments include adverse weather conditions,
course difficulty, player fatigue, and mental pressure during competition.

Are there any famous players known for having high scores in
their careers?

Yes, players like John Daly and Phil Mickelson have had moments of high scores during their
careers, often due to challenging conditions or risky play strategies.
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