
highest grossing tour in us history

The highest grossing tour in US history is a title that has changed hands multiple times over the years,

reflecting the dynamic nature of the music industry and the ever-evolving tastes of audiences. This

article delves into the factors that contribute to a tour's success, highlights notable tours that have set

records, and provides insight into the current reigning titleholder.

Understanding Tour Revenue

Tour revenue is a crucial component of an artist's overall income, often surpassing earnings from

album sales and streaming. Several factors contribute to the financial success of a tour:

Ticket Sales: The primary source of income for any tour, ticket prices can vary significantly

based on the artist's popularity and the venue's location.

Sponsorships: Many artists partner with brands for sponsorship deals, which can significantly

boost revenue.

Merchandise Sales: Selling branded merchandise at concerts is another lucrative revenue

stream.

Venue Capacity: Larger venues can accommodate more fans, leading to higher overall ticket

sales.

Tour Duration: Longer tours with more shows can exponentially increase total gross revenue.



Record-Breaking Tours

Over the years, several artists have embarked on tours that have grossed unprecedented amounts.

Below are some of the most notable record-holding tours in US history.

1. Ed Sheeran's ÷ (Divide) Tour

Ed Sheeran's ÷ (Divide) Tour, which ran from 2017 to 2019, is widely recognized as the highest

grossing tour in US history, with total earnings exceeding $775 million.

- Key Highlights:

- The tour featured over 250 shows worldwide.

- Sheeran's ability to connect with audiences through his heartfelt lyrics and engaging performances

contributed to the tour's success.

- His decision to perform solo with a loop pedal allowed him to keep costs down while maximizing

ticket sales.

2. The Rolling Stones' A Bigger Bang Tour

The Rolling Stones' A Bigger Bang Tour, which took place from 2005 to 2007, previously held the

record for the highest grossing tour, bringing in approximately $558 million.

- Key Highlights:

- The tour featured 147 shows across multiple continents.

- Known for their electrifying live performances, the band attracted large crowds and consistently sold

out venues.

- The combination of classic hits and new material appealed to both long-time fans and new listeners.



3. U2's 360° Tour

U2's 360° Tour, running from 2009 to 2011, grossed around $736 million, making it one of the highest-

grossing tours ever at its time.

- Key Highlights:

- The innovative stage design featured a massive, 360-degree staging structure that allowed for unique

audience engagement.

- The tour spanned over 110 shows, with the band performing in stadiums worldwide.

- U2's commitment to social issues and their connection with fans added depth to their performances.

4. Taylor Swift's Reputation Stadium Tour

Taylor Swift's Reputation Stadium Tour in 2018 grossed approximately $345 million, making it one of

the highest-grossing tours for a female artist.

- Key Highlights:

- Swift incorporated elaborate stage designs and visuals, enhancing the overall concert experience.

- The tour featured a mix of her greatest hits and new songs from her "Reputation" album, captivating

a diverse audience.

- Strong pre-sales and a dedicated fan base contributed to its impressive financial success.

5. Beyoncé and Jay-Z's On The Run II Tour

The On The Run II Tour, featuring the power couple Beyoncé and Jay-Z, grossed around $250 million

in 2018.

- Key Highlights:



- The tour showcased a blend of both artists' hits, catering to a wide audience.

- It featured stunning visuals and choreography that set a high standard for live performances.

- The collaboration of two major artists drew significant media attention and ticket sales.

Factors Contributing to Tour Success

The success of a concert tour is influenced by various factors, which can be categorized into artistic,

marketing, and logistical elements.

Artistic Elements

- Setlist Selection: A well-curated setlist that balances fan-favorites with new material can enhance

audience engagement.

- Performance Quality: High-energy performances and top-notch musicianship can elevate the concert

experience, leading to positive word-of-mouth and repeat attendance.

- Visual Experience: Incorporating cutting-edge technology, stunning visuals, and creative stage

designs can create a memorable experience that fans will want to share.

Marketing and Promotion

- Social Media Presence: Artists who actively engage with their fans on social media can create buzz

and anticipation for their tours.

- Strategic Release Timing: Launching a tour in conjunction with an album release can maximize

audience interest and ticket sales.

- Collaborations and Features: Partnering with other artists or influencers can broaden the reach and

appeal of a tour.



Logistical Considerations

- Tour Management: Effective planning and management of logistics, including travel,

accommodations, and equipment, are essential for a successful tour.

- Venue Selection: Choosing the right venues that align with target demographics can significantly

impact ticket sales.

- Pricing Strategy: Setting competitive ticket prices while considering the target audience's budget can

influence sales performance.

The Future of Concert Tours

As the music industry continues to evolve, so too will the dynamics of concert tours. The COVID-19

pandemic had a significant impact on live music, leading to cancellations and changes in how concerts

are conducted. However, the industry is rebounding, and several trends are emerging:

- Hybrid Events: The integration of virtual components into live shows allows artists to reach wider

audiences.

- Sustainability: There is a growing emphasis on environmentally friendly practices within the touring

industry, from reducing waste to utilizing green technologies.

- Fan Engagement: Artists are increasingly focusing on creating personalized experiences for fans,

such as meet-and-greets and exclusive content.

Conclusion

The title of the highest grossing tour in US history is a reflection of not just financial success but also

the lasting impact that artists have on their fans. As new artists emerge and established stars continue

to evolve, the race for the top grossing tour will undoubtedly continue. The combination of artistry,

marketing savvy, and logistical excellence will remain key components in achieving this coveted status.



With the music industry on an upward trajectory post-pandemic, fans can expect even more record-

breaking tours in the years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the highest grossing tour in US history as of 2023?

The highest grossing tour in US history is Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour, which grossed over $432 million.

Which artist holds the record for the highest grossing tour in US

history?

Ed Sheeran holds the record for the highest grossing tour in US history.

How much did Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour gross in the United States?

Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour grossed approximately $432 million in the United States.

What year did Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour take place?

Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour took place from 2017 to 2019.

Which other tours are among the top highest grossing tours in US

history?

Other high grossing tours include Taylor Swift's 'Reputation' tour and Beyoncé & Jay-Z's 'On the Run

II' tour.

What factors contributed to the success of Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour?

Factors include Sheeran's wide appeal, extensive setlist, and multiple sold-out stadium shows.



Did the COVID-19 pandemic affect Ed Sheeran's touring schedule?

Yes, the COVID-19 pandemic caused delays and cancellations for many tours, including Ed Sheeran's

planned tours.

How does Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour compare to other iconic tours like

'The Wall' or 'Beyoncé's Formation Tour'?

While iconic, tours like 'The Wall' and 'Formation Tour' did not match the total gross of Ed Sheeran's

'Divide' tour.

Has Ed Sheeran announced any new tours following the 'Divide' tour?

Yes, Ed Sheeran announced the '= (Equals)' tour following the success of the 'Divide' tour.

What impact did Ed Sheeran's 'Divide' tour have on the live music

industry?

The 'Divide' tour set new benchmarks for ticket sales and gross revenue, influencing future touring

strategies in the industry.
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