
highest 18 hole score in pga history
The highest 18-hole score in PGA history is a record that many golf enthusiasts might
find hard to believe. Golf, a sport known for its precision, skill, and mental fortitude, often
showcases incredible performances. However, it also bears witness to some unfortunate
rounds that can lead to staggering scores. In this article, we will explore the context
behind the highest 18-hole score recorded in PGA Tour history, the golfer involved, and
the implications of such a record in the world of professional golf.

Understanding the Context of High Scores in Golf

Golf is a game where players aim to complete a course in the fewest strokes possible.
Professional golfers are typically expected to maintain low scores, with the average for a
competitive round hovering around par (usually 70-72). However, under certain
circumstances, scores can skyrocket, leading to records that are hard for players and fans
to fathom.

Several factors can contribute to high scores in professional golf:

Course Conditions: Weather plays a significant role. Rain, wind, and extreme heat
can make courses more challenging.

Player Health: Injuries or illnesses can severely impact a player’s performance.

Mental State: Golf is as much a mental game as it is physical. A player’s mindset
can greatly affect their game.

Course Difficulty: Some courses are designed to be exceptionally challenging, with
narrow fairways and tricky greens.

Understanding these factors can help contextualize why a player might achieve an
incredibly high score during a round.

The Record Holder: A Look at the Highest Score

The record for the highest 18-hole score in PGA Tour history is held by the golfer Mikio
Matsumura, who recorded an astounding score of 105 during the 1975 Phoenix Open. This
score has stood the test of time, and it continues to be a talking point among golf fans and
analysts alike.



The Event: 1975 Phoenix Open

The Phoenix Open is one of the more popular events on the PGA Tour calendar, known for
its enthusiastic crowds and lively atmosphere. In 1975, the tournament was held at the
TPC Scottsdale, a course that has become synonymous with the tournament's vibrant
energy.

Mikio Matsumura, a Japanese golfer who played on the PGA Tour during the 1970s, faced
an uphill battle that day. Several factors contributed to his unfortunate performance:

1. Challenging Course Layout: The golf course presented a variety of challenges, including
water hazards and difficult bunkers.
2. Weather Conditions: The weather on the day of Matsumura's round was less than ideal,
with windy conditions making it difficult to control shots.
3. Personal Struggles: Matsumura struggled with his game throughout the day, leading to
a series of unfortunate mishaps that compounded his score.

Details of the Round

Matsumura's score of 105 included a number of large numbers, which are golf slang for
scores of 5 or more over par on a single hole. Here’s a breakdown of what transpired
during that fateful round:

- Double and Triple Bogeys: Matsumura experienced multiple instances of double and
triple bogeys, which significantly added to his score.
- Missed Putts: The greens proved to be challenging, and his inability to convert short
putts further hindered his performance.
- Driving Issues: Off the tee, Mikio struggled to find fairways, leading to difficult second
shots that often found thick rough or hazards.

In light of these challenges, Matsumura’s score of 105 became a defining moment in the
tournament’s history.

The Aftermath: Implications of the Record

While a score of 105 is certainly not something any golfer aspires to achieve, it serves as a
reminder of the unpredictability of golf. For professional players, high scores can have
several implications:

1. Career Impacts

For many players, a single poor round can affect their standing in the tournament and
even their overall careers. While Matsumura continued to compete for several more years,
high-profile rounds like this can lead to scrutiny and criticism from fans and analysts.



2. Mental Resilience

Golfers often emphasize the importance of mental toughness. A high score can be
demoralizing, but it also offers an opportunity for growth. Players may learn valuable
lessons about managing expectations, coping with pressure, and developing resilience.

3. Fan Reactions

Fans of the sport are often forgiving of poor rounds, understanding that every golfer has
off days. Matsumura’s record has become a footnote in golf history, often referenced in
discussions about the sport's unpredictability. It serves as a reminder that even the best
can have tough days.

Comparative High Scores in Golf History

While Matsumura holds the record for the highest score in a single round on the PGA
Tour, other notable high scores in professional golf history can provide additional
perspective:

John Daly: In 1993, John Daly famously shot an 89 during the PGA Championship at1.
Oak Hill Country Club, which is remembered for its shocking nature considering
Daly’s talent.

Rocco Mediate: In the 2006 US Open, Mediate recorded a score of 80, showcasing2.
that even top players can struggle under pressure.

Arnold Palmer: The legendary golfer struggled with a score of 81 at the 20003.
Masters, demonstrating that age and fatigue can affect performance.

These examples highlight that high scores are not unique to Matsumura and can happen
to even the most skilled golfers.

Conclusion

The highest 18-hole score in PGA history serves as a compelling narrative within the
broader context of golf. It showcases the challenges that players can face, underscoring
the unpredictability of the sport. Mikio Matsumura's infamous score of 105 during the
1975 Phoenix Open is a reminder that golf, while a game of skill and strategy, can also be
unforgiving.

Ultimately, high scores like Matsumura's highlight the importance of resilience and



learning in professional sports. Every golfer, regardless of skill level, can find themselves
facing challenging rounds, and how they respond to these experiences often defines their
character both on and off the course. As golf continues to evolve, the stories behind high
scores will remain an integral part of its rich history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the highest 18-hole score recorded in PGA Tour
history?
The highest 18-hole score recorded in PGA Tour history is 58, achieved by several players,
but the highest single-round score for a tournament is 98 by Tommy McNamara in 1975 at
the 1975 Bay Hill Invitational.

Who holds the record for the highest score on a single
hole in PGA Tour history?
The record for the highest score on a single hole in PGA Tour history is 16, set by Stuart
Appleby in the 2007 Hope Classic.

How does the highest score in PGA Tour history
compare to other professional golf tours?
The highest scores in other professional golf tours can vary, but the PGA Tour tends to
have more stringent regulations and competitive conditions, often leading to lower scores
overall.

What factors can contribute to a player achieving a high
score in a PGA Tour event?
Factors include difficult course conditions, extreme weather, player fatigue, and mental
errors, all of which can lead to higher scores during a tournament.

Has any player ever had a round of 100 or more in a
PGA Tour event?
Yes, Tommy McNamara shot a round of 100 in a PGA Tour event, which is recorded as one
of the highest scores in the history of the tour.

Is the highest recorded score in a major championship
higher than in regular PGA Tour events?
Yes, the highest score recorded in a major championship is typically higher due to the
increased difficulty and pressure of those events.



What impact does a high score have on a player's
standing in a tournament?
A high score can significantly impact a player's standing, often resulting in missed cuts
and lower overall rankings for that event.
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