hidden figures movie worksheet

Hidden figures movie worksheet is an educational tool designed to enhance the
viewing experience of the critically acclaimed film "Hidden Figures." This
worksheet aids educators and students alike in exploring the themes,
characters, and historical context of the movie, which tells the inspiring
true story of African American women mathematicians who played pivotal roles
at NASA during the early years of the U.S. space program. By utilizing a
worksheet, viewers can engage more deeply with the film's content while also
sparking discussions about race, gender, and the importance of STEM fields.

Understanding the Importance of the Film

"Hidden Figures" is not just a compelling narrative; it serves as a reminder
of the often-overlooked contributions of women and minorities in science and
technology. Here are several key points highlighting the significance of the
film:

e Historical Context: The film takes place during the Civil Rights
Movement, showcasing both the challenges and triumphs faced by African
Americans.

e Empowerment of Women: It emphasizes the importance of women in STEM
fields, particularly African American women, who have often been
marginalized.

e Breaking Stereotypes: The characters challenge societal norms and
stereotypes about race and gender roles in the workplace.

e Inspirational Leadership: The film highlights leadership qualities and
the impact of mentorship in achieving personal and professional goals.

Components of the Hidden Figures Movie
Worksheet

A well-structured worksheet can facilitate a richer understanding of the
movie's themes, characters, and historical significance. Here are essential
elements that should be included in a "Hidden Figures" movie worksheet:

1. Background Information

Providing context about the film is crucial. This section can include:

— A brief summary of the movie plot.

— Information about the real-life figures: Katherine Johnson, Dorothy
Vaughan, and Mary Jackson.

— Historical background about NASA and the space race.



2. Character Analysis

Understanding the characters' motivations and development is key to grasping
the film's themes. The worksheet can include:

— Character profiles for each of the main figures.
— Questions related to their challenges and triumphs.

— Reflection prompts asking students to relate to the characters'
experiences.

3. Themes and Messages

Identifying the main themes helps students connect the film to broader
societal issues. Suggestions for this section include:

— Discussion on themes such as racism, sexism, perseverance, and teamwork.

— Quotes from the film and prompts for analysis.
- Questions that encourage students to draw parallels to current events.

Educational Activities to Accompany the
Worksheet

To maximize engagement and educational value, consider incorporating
activities related to the film. Here are some ideas:

1. Group Discussions

Organize students into small groups to discuss specific themes or characters.
Provide guiding questions, such as:

— How do the characters embody the spirit of perseverance?
- In what ways do the characters’ experiences reflect societal issues today?

2. Creative Projects

Encourage creative expression through various project ideas:
— Create a presentation or poster about one of the main figures.

— Write a fictional diary entry from the perspective of one of the
characters, reflecting on their challenges.

3. Research Assignments

Incorporate research assignments that deepen understanding of the historical
context:

— Research the contributions of women in STEM fields today.



— Investigate the history of NASA and its impact on space exploration.

Benefits of Using a Hidden Figures Movie
Worksheet

Utilizing a "Hidden Figures" movie worksheet provides numerous benefits:

e Encourages Critical Thinking: Students analyze characters, themes, and
historical context, fostering deeper engagement with the film.

e Promotes Discussion: The worksheet serves as a springboard for
conversations about race, gender, and equality.

e Enhances Retention: By filling out the worksheet, students are more
likely to remember key details and themes.

e Supports Diverse Learning Styles: The worksheet caters to visual,
auditory, and kinesthetic learners through various activities and
discussions.

Conclusion

Incorporating a hidden figures movie worksheet into educational settings can
transform the viewing experience of this inspiring film. It not only helps
students understand the historical context and significance of the characters
but also encourages critical thinking and discussion about important societal
issues. By engaging with the material in a structured way, students can
appreciate the tremendous contributions of African American women to space
science while also recognizing the ongoing struggles for equality and
representation in STEM fields. The film, paired with an effective worksheet,
serves as a powerful educational tool that can inspire future generations to
break barriers and pursue their dreams.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the 'Hidden Figures'
movie worksheet?

The 'Hidden Figures' movie worksheet primarily focuses on the contributions
of African American women mathematicians at NASA during the Space Race,
highlighting themes of racism, sexism, and perseverance.

How can educators use the 'Hidden Figures' movie
worksheet in the classroom?

Educators can use the worksheet to facilitate discussions on historical
contributions of women in STEM, encourage critical thinking about social



issues depicted in the film, and promote engagement through guided questions
and activities.

What key themes should students identify in the
'Hidden Figures' movie worksheet?

Students should identify themes such as the importance of teamwork, the
impact of systemic racism and sexism, the power of education, and the pursuit
of equality in the workplace.

Are there specific discussion questions included in
the 'Hidden Figures' movie worksheet?

Yes, the worksheet typically includes discussion questions that prompt
students to analyze character motivations, the historical context of the
story, and the significance of the characters' achievements.

What educational standards can be aligned with the
'Hidden Figures' movie worksheet?

The worksheet can be aligned with educational standards in history, social
studies, and STEM education, focusing on critical thinking, cultural
awareness, and the historical significance of the Civil Rights Movement.
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