
hesi a2 reading comprehension practice test
HESI A2 Reading Comprehension Practice Test is an essential tool for nursing school applicants
seeking to excel in their entrance exams. The HESI A2 (Health Education Systems, Inc. Admission
Assessment) exam evaluates students' readiness for nursing programs, assessing critical skills such
as reading comprehension, math, science, and English language proficiency. Among these sections,
reading comprehension plays a crucial role in determining a candidate's ability to understand and
interpret written materials, which is vital in the healthcare field. This article will explore the
importance of the HESI A2 reading comprehension section, provide tips and strategies for effective
preparation, and offer resources for practice tests.

The Importance of Reading Comprehension in Nursing
Education

Reading comprehension is a foundational skill in nursing education and practice. Nurses must
interpret medical literature, patient charts, and care plans accurately. Here’s why excelling in the
HESI A2 reading comprehension section is critical:

Patient Safety: Misinterpretation of written instructions can lead to medication errors or
improper patient care.

Effective Communication: Understanding patient histories and collaborating with
healthcare teams relies on strong reading skills.

Academic Success: Nursing programs often involve reading extensive materials; strong
reading comprehension is crucial for passing courses.

Critical Thinking: Comprehending complex texts fosters analytical skills needed for clinical
decision-making.

Understanding the HESI A2 Reading Comprehension
Section

The reading comprehension section of the HESI A2 exam typically consists of multiple-choice
questions designed to assess your ability to understand, analyze, and apply information from written
passages. Here are the key components:

Types of Questions



The questions in the HESI A2 reading comprehension section can be categorized into several types:

Literal Comprehension: These questions assess your ability to recall factual information1.
from the text.

Inferential Comprehension: These require you to make inferences or draw conclusions2.
based on the text's underlying meaning.

Critical Comprehension: These questions evaluate your ability to analyze the author’s3.
purpose, tone, and attitude.

Vocabulary Understanding: You may be asked to determine the meaning of specific words4.
or phrases within the context of the passage.

Format and Time Constraints

The HESI A2 reading comprehension section typically includes 50 questions that must be completed
within a time limit of 60 minutes. This means you’ll need to read passages quickly and efficiently
while maintaining comprehension.

Effective Strategies for Preparing for the HESI A2
Reading Comprehension Test

To maximize your chances of success in the HESI A2 reading comprehension section, consider
implementing the following strategies:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Test Format

Understanding the structure of the exam is crucial. Take time to review the types of questions and
the format of passages. You can find example questions and practice tests online to get a feel for
what to expect.

2. Enhance Your Reading Skills

Improving your reading skills can make a significant difference. Here are some tips:

Read Regularly: Make it a habit to read various materials, including articles, journals, and
fiction.



Summarize Passages: After reading, try to summarize the main ideas and supporting details
in your own words.

Practice Active Reading: Engage with the text by highlighting key points and noting
questions that arise as you read.

3. Take Practice Tests

Taking practice tests is one of the most effective ways to prepare. Here’s how to make the most of
practice tests:

Simulate Test Conditions: Practice under timed conditions to improve your pacing.

Review Your Answers: After completing practice tests, review both correct and incorrect
answers to understand your reasoning.

Focus on Weak Areas: Identify specific types of questions that challenge you and dedicate
extra time to those areas.

4. Build Your Vocabulary

A strong vocabulary will aid in understanding complex texts. Consider the following methods to
expand your vocabulary:

Flashcards: Create flashcards with new words and their definitions.

Contextual Learning: Learn new words in context by reading and encountering them in
various texts.

Use Vocabulary Apps: Utilize apps designed for vocabulary building to practice regularly.

5. Develop Critical Thinking Skills

Nursing requires critical thinking and analysis. To enhance these skills:

Ask Questions: As you read, ask yourself what the author’s main point is and what evidence
supports it.



Engage in Discussions: Discuss texts with peers to gain different perspectives and deepen
your understanding.

Analyze Arguments: Practice dissecting arguments in editorials or opinion pieces.

Resources for HESI A2 Reading Comprehension
Practice Tests

Several resources are available to help you prepare for the HESI A2 reading comprehension section:

1. Official HESI Study Guides

Many nursing schools provide official HESI study guides that include practice questions and
explanations. These resources are specifically tailored to the HESI A2 exam format.

2. Online Practice Tests

Websites like Quizlet, NurseHub, and Study.com offer online practice tests and quizzes for the HESI
A2. These platforms often feature interactive content that can help reinforce your learning.

3. Mobile Apps

There are numerous mobile apps available for HESI A2 preparation. Look for apps that focus on
reading comprehension to practice on-the-go.

4. Study Groups and Tutoring

Joining a study group or seeking tutoring can provide additional support. Collaborating with others
can help clarify difficult concepts and keep you motivated.

Final Thoughts

In conclusion, preparing for the HESI A2 reading comprehension section requires dedication,
practice, and effective strategies. By familiarizing yourself with the test format, enhancing your
reading skills, and utilizing available resources, you can significantly improve your chances of
success. Remember, strong reading comprehension skills are not just essential for passing the HESI
A2; they are vital for your future career as a nurse. Start your preparation today, and take the first



step toward achieving your nursing education goals!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the HESI A2 reading comprehension section designed
to assess?
The HESI A2 reading comprehension section is designed to assess a test taker's ability to
understand and analyze written passages, including identifying main ideas, making inferences, and
understanding vocabulary in context.

How can I improve my performance on the HESI A2 reading
comprehension practice test?
To improve performance, practice reading various types of texts, focus on summarizing passages,
enhance vocabulary skills, and take full-length practice tests to familiarize yourself with the format
and timing.

Are there specific types of reading materials I should focus on
for HESI A2 preparation?
Yes, focusing on academic articles, nursing-related materials, and nonfiction texts can be beneficial,
as these types of reading materials often reflect the content and style found in the HESI A2 reading
comprehension section.

What strategies can I use during the HESI A2 reading
comprehension test?
Effective strategies include previewing questions before reading the passage, highlighting key
points while reading, and eliminating clearly incorrect answer choices to improve chances of
selecting the correct answer.

Is it possible to find free HESI A2 reading comprehension
practice tests online?
Yes, many educational websites and forums offer free HESI A2 reading comprehension practice
tests, sample questions, and study resources to help candidates prepare effectively.
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