helping and linking wverb worksheets

Helping and linking verb worksheets are essential educational tools designed
to assist students in understanding the functions of these specific types of
verbs. In English grammar, helping verbs (also known as auxiliary verbs) and
linking verbs play crucial roles in sentence structure, meaning, and clarity.
This article will explore the definitions, functions, and examples of helping
and linking verbs, as well as provide insights into effective worksheets and
activities that can enhance students' learning experiences.

Understanding Helping Verbs

Helping verbs are verbs that assist the main verb in a sentence, providing
additional meaning related to tense, mood, or voice. They are not able to
stand alone and must accompany a main verb to form a complete thought.

Types of Helping Verbs

Helping verbs can be categorized into three primary types:

1. Auxiliary Verbs: These are the most common helping verbs and include:
- Be (am, 1is, are, was, were)

Have (have, has, had)

Do (do, does, did)

2. Modal Verbs: These verbs express necessity, possibility, permission, or
ability and include:

- Can, could

- May, might

— Must

— Shall, should

- Will, would

3. Phrasal Modals: These are combinations of auxiliary verbs and other words
that convey a specific meaning, such as:

- Have to

— Should have

— Ought to

Functions of Helping Verbs

Helping verbs serve several vital functions in English sentences:

— Forming Tenses: Helping verbs are crucial for constructing different
tenses. For example:

— Present perfect: "She has finished her assignment.”

- Future tense: "They will attend the concert."

— Creating Questions: Helping verbs help in forming interrogative sentences:
- "Do you like ice cream?"
— "Is she coming to the party?"



— Forming Negatives: They play a key role in negating sentences:
— "He does not want to go."
— "They are not ready yet."

Understanding Linking Verbs

Linking verbs connect the subject of a sentence to additional information
about the subject. Unlike action verbs, linking verbs do not show action but
rather link the subject to a subject complement that describes or identifies
it.

Common Linking Verbs

The most frequently used linking verb is the verb "to be," which includes
forms such as:
- Am, 1is, are, was, were, be, being, been

Other verbs that can function as linking verbs include:
— Become

- Seem

— Appear

- Feel

- Look

- Smell

- Taste

- Sound

Functions of Linking Verbs

Linking verbs serve to:
— Connect the Subject with its Complement: They link the subject to
adjectives or nouns that provide additional information:

— "The cake smells delicious." (Here, "smells" links the subject "cake" to
the adjective "delicious.")

— "She is a talented musician." (Here, "is" links "she" to "talented
musician.")

— Establish State of Being: Linking verbs indicate a state of existence
rather than an action:

— "He is happy."

— "They were tired."

Creating Effective Helping and Linking Verb
Worksheets

Worksheets focusing on helping and linking verbs can significantly enhance
students' understanding and utilization of these verbs. A well-structured
worksheet should incorporate various activities that challenge students to
identify, use, and apply their knowledge of these verbs in different
contexts.



Components of a Worksheet

An effective helping and linking verb worksheet may include the following
components:

1. Definitions and Examples: Start with a brief explanation of helping and
linking verbs, along with clear examples.

2. Identification Exercises: Provide sentences where students must identify
and underline or highlight the helping and linking verbs. For example:

— "She is running fast."

— "They have been studying for hours."

3. Fill-in-the-Blank Activities: Create sentences with missing verbs for
students to fill in with the appropriate helping or linking verbs. For

example:
"He (to be) a great artist.”
— "They (to have) finished their homework."

4. Sentence Construction: Encourage students to write their own sentences
using specific helping or linking verbs. For example:

— Use at least three different forms of "to be" in sentences.

- Write sentences using modal verbs to express ability or permission.

5. Multiple Choice Questions: Include questions where students select the
correct helping or linking verb from a list. For example:
— "She (is/was) always on time."

- "They (can/must) go to the concert."

6. Matching Exercises: Create a matching section where students match verbs
to their functions or examples. For instance:
— Match the linking verb to its subject complement.

Engaging Activities Beyond Worksheets

In addition to worksheets, educators can implement various interactive
activities to reinforce learning about helping and linking verbs:

— Group Discussions: Facilitate discussions where students share sentences
using helping and linking verbs, explaining their choices.

— Verb Charades: Organize a game where students act out sentences with
helping and linking verbs, while others guess the verbs being used.

— Peer Teaching: Pair students to teach each other about helping and linking
verbs through mini-presentations or creative projects.

Conclusion

Helping and linking verb worksheets are invaluable resources for educators
and students alike, fostering a deeper understanding of how these verbs
function within sentences. By incorporating a variety of exercises and
activities, teachers can engage students in meaningful ways, helping them
master the use of helping and linking verbs. As students enhance their



grammatical skills, they will become more confident writers and
communicators, laying a strong foundation for their future language use.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are helping verbs?

Helping verbs, also known as auxiliary verbs, are verbs that accompany main
verbs to form a verb phrase and add functional or grammatical meaning, such
as tense, mood, or voice.

What are linking verbs?

Linking verbs connect the subject of a sentence with a subject complement,
often describing or renaming the subject. Common linking verbs include 'is',
'are', 'was', 'were', 'seem', and 'become'.

Why are helping and linking verbs important in
writing?
Helping and linking verbs provide clarity and depth to sentences, helping to

convey the correct tense, mood, or state of being, which enhances overall
readability and comprehension.

How can worksheets help students understand helping
and linking verbs?

Worksheets can provide structured practice with identifying and using helping
and linking verbs, allowing students to reinforce their understanding through
exercises, examples, and assessments.

What types of activities are commonly found in
helping verb worksheets?

Common activities include fill-in-the-blank exercises, sentence rewriting,
multiple-choice questions, and matching verbs to their appropriate forms or
functions.

What types of activities are commonly found in
linking verb worksheets?

Linking verb worksheets may include sentence completion tasks, identifying
linking verbs in sentences, and exercises where students must choose the
correct linking verb for a given context.

How can teachers effectively use helping and linking
verb worksheets in the classroom?
Teachers can incorporate these worksheets into lessons by using them for

guided practice, homework assignments, or as assessment tools to evaluate
students' understanding of verb functions.



Are there any online resources for helping and
linking verb worksheets?

Yes, many educational websites offer free and paid resources, including
printable worksheets, interactive quizzes, and games focused on helping and
linking verbs.

What grade levels benefit most from helping and
linking verb worksheets?

Typically, elementary and middle school students benefit most from these
worksheets as they are introduced to verb functions in grammar, but they can
also be useful for ESL learners and high school students needing a refresher.
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