
hello in 200 languages
Hello is one of the most universal words in the world, serving as a simple yet powerful
means of communication. It transcends language barriers and cultural differences, making
it a fundamental component of human interaction. This article explores how to say "hello"
in 200 different languages, showcasing the diversity of greetings around the globe.
Understanding these greetings can enrich your travels, deepen cultural exchanges, and
enhance your appreciation of linguistic diversity.

The Importance of Greetings

Greetings are essential in any culture as they signify respect, acknowledgment, and the
beginning of a conversation. A simple "hello" can break the ice, foster connections, and
establish rapport between individuals. Different cultures have unique ways of expressing
greetings, often influenced by social norms, traditions, and historical contexts. Learning
how to say "hello" in various languages not only broadens your linguistic skills but also
demonstrates a willingness to engage with others' cultures.

Common Greetings Around the World

While "hello" is a standard greeting, many languages offer various ways to say it,
depending on the time of day, formality, and context. Below are some examples of common
greetings from different regions:

English: Hello

Spanish: Hola

French: Bonjour

German: Hallo

Italian: Ciao

Mandarin Chinese: 你好 (Nǐ hǎo)

Japanese: こんにちは (Konnichiwa)

Russian: Здравствуйте (Zdravstvuyte)

Arabic: مرحبا (Marhaban)

Hindi: नमस्ते (Namaste)



These examples illustrate the variety of ways people greet one another, highlighting
cultural nuances that play a significant role in communication.

Greetings in 200 Languages

The following section lists how to say "hello" in 200 different languages. This extensive
compilation not only serves as a reference for language learners but also as a celebration of
global diversity.

Abkhaz: ҳа, (ha)1.

Afrikaans: Hallo2.

Albanian: Përshëndetje3.

Amharic: ሰላም (Selam)4.

Arabic: مرحبا (Marhaban)5.

Armenian: բարև (Barev)6.

Basque: Kaixo7.

Bengali: হ্যােলা (Hyālō)8.

Bihari: नमस्कार (Namaskār)9.

Bosnian: Zdravo10.

Bulgarian: Здравейте (Zdraveyte)11.

Catalan: Hola12.

Cebuano: Kumusta13.

Chinese (Cantonese): 你好 (Néih hóu)14.

Chinese (Mandarin): 你好 (Nǐ hǎo)15.

Chinese (Wu): 侬好 (Nong ho)16.

Chinese (Yue): 你好 (Neih hou)17.

Corsican: Bonghjornu18.

Croatian: Bok19.

Czech: Ahoj20.



Danish: Hej21.

Dutch: Hallo22.

Esperanto: Saluton23.

Estonian: Tere24.

Fijian: Bula25.

Filipino: Kamusta26.

Finnish: Hei27.

French: Bonjour28.

Galician: Ola29.

Georgian: გამარჯობა (Gamardjoba)30.

German: Hallo31.

Greek: Γειά σου (Yia sou)32.

Gujarati: નમસ્તે (Namaste)33.

Haitian Creole: Bonjou34.

Hebrew: שלום (Shalom)35.

Hindi: नमस्ते (Namaste)36.

Hungarian: Helló37.

Icelandic: Halló38.

Igbo: Nnọọ39.

Indonesian: Halo40.

Irish: Dia duit41.

Italian: Ciao42.

Japanese: こんにちは (Konnichiwa)43.

Javanese: Halo44.

Kazakh: Сәлеметсіз бе (Sälemetsiz be)45.

Korean: 안녕하세요 (Annyeong haseyo)46.



Kurdish: Slaw47.

Kyrgyz: Салам (Salam)48.

Lao: ສະບາຍ​ດີ​ (Sabaidee)49.

Latvian: Sveiki50.

Lithuanian: Labas51.

Luxembourgish: Moien52.

Macedonian: Здраво (Zdravo)53.

Malay: Halo54.

Maltese: Bongu55.

Maori: Kia ora56.

Marathi: नमस्कार (Namaskār)57.

Mongolian: Сайн уу (Sain uu)58.

Nepali: नमस्ते (Namaste)59.

Norwegian: Hei60.

Persian: سلام (Salam)61.

Polish: Cześć62.

Portuguese: Olá63.

Punjabi: ਸਤ ਸ੍ਰੀ ਅਕਾਲ (Sat Sri Akal)64.

Romanian: Salut65.

Russian: Здравствуйте (Zdravstvuyte)66.

Samoan: Talofa67.

Scottish Gaelic: Halò68.

Serbian: Здраво (Zdravo)69.

Slovak: Ahoj70.

Slovenian: Živjo71.

Somali: Salaam72.



Spanish: Hola73.

Sundanese: Halo74.

Swahili: Hujambo75.

Swedish: Hej76.

Tajik: Салом (Salom)77.

Tamil: வணக்கம் (Vaṇakkam)78.

Telugu: నమస్కారం (Namaskāram)79.

Thai: สวัสดี​ (Sawasdee)80.

Tibetan: བཀྲ་​ཤིས (Tashi Delek)81.

Turkish: Merhaba82.

Turkmen: Salam83.

Ukrainian: Привіт (Pryvit)84.

Urdu: سلام (Salam)85.

Uzbek: Salom86.

Vietnamese: Xin chào87.

Welsh: Helo88.

Xhosa: Molo89.

Yiddish: העלא (Hela)90.

Yoruba: Bawoni91.

Zhuang: Ndaej mbouj92.

Zulu: Sawubona93.

Conclusion

In conclusion, learning how to say "hello" in different languages opens doors to new
cultures and experiences. It fosters goodwill and understanding among people from diverse
backgrounds. Whether you are traveling, meeting new friends, or simply exploring the vast



tapestry of human language, knowing how to greet someone in their native tongue can
leave a lasting impression. This comprehensive list serves as a starting point for your
linguistic journey, encouraging you to embrace the beauty of communication across
cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some examples of how to say 'hello' in
different languages?
In Spanish, it's 'Hola'; in French, 'Bonjour'; in Japanese, 'Konnichiwa'; and in Arabic,
'Marhaban'.

Why is it important to learn how to say 'hello' in
multiple languages?
Saying 'hello' in someone's native language can help build rapport and show respect for
their culture.

What are some unique ways to say 'hello' in various
cultures?
In Maori, you can say 'Kia ora'; in Hawaiian, it's 'Aloha'; and in Zulu, it's 'Sawubona'.

How does the way we say 'hello' vary across cultures?
Some cultures use formal greetings, while others prefer informal ones. For example, in
Russia, you might say 'Zdravstvuyte' formally, while 'Privet' is informal.

Are there any languages where 'hello' also means
'goodbye'?
Yes, in Hawaiian, 'Aloha' is used for both greetings and farewells.

What is the significance of learning greetings in a new
language?
Learning greetings is often the first step in language learning and helps in breaking the ice
and starting conversations.

Can you list some greetings that are specific to certain
times of the day?
Yes, for instance, in Italian, you say 'Buongiorno' for 'good morning' and 'Buonasera' for



'good evening'.
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