
heinz history center exhibits
heinz history center exhibits provide a unique glimpse into the rich heritage
of Pittsburgh and the legacy of one of America's most iconic brands. Located
in the heart of the city, the Heinz History Center is part of the Smithsonian
Institution and features a diverse array of exhibits that celebrate not only
the history of Heinz but also the broader narrative of Western Pennsylvania.
Visitors can explore interactive displays, engaging artifacts, and historical
documents that illustrate the region's industrial past, cultural evolution,
and the impact of food on American society. This article will delve into the
various exhibits showcased at the Heinz History Center, the significance of
these displays, and what visitors can expect when they explore this
captivating destination.
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Overview of Heinz History Center

The Heinz History Center, founded in 1996, is the largest history museum in
Pennsylvania. It serves as a vital resource for those interested in
understanding the historical context of the Heinz brand and its broader
implications in American history. The center includes multiple floors of
exhibits, a research library, and a museum shop, making it a comprehensive
destination for both education and enjoyment.

One of the key missions of the Heinz History Center is to preserve and
interpret the history of Western Pennsylvania. It achieves this through its
extensive collections, which include over 300,000 artifacts relating to the
region's history. The exhibits not only highlight the success of the H.J.
Heinz Company but also reflect the social and economic developments that have
shaped the area over the centuries.



Permanent Exhibits

The Heinz History Center features several permanent exhibits that provide in-
depth insights into various facets of local and national history. These
exhibits are designed to engage visitors with immersive experiences and
informative displays.

American Spirits: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition

This exhibit explores the complex history of alcohol in America, focusing on
the Prohibition era from the 1920s to the 1930s. Through artifacts,
photographs, and multimedia presentations, visitors gain an understanding of
the cultural and social dynamics that led to the rise of Prohibition and its
eventual repeal.

Heinz: A Legacy of Innovation

This exhibit showcases the history of the H.J. Heinz Company, detailing its
founding, growth, and the innovative marketing strategies that contributed to
its success. Visitors can see original bottles, advertisements, and even the
famous ketchup bottle, which has become a symbol of the brand.

Pittsburgh: A Tradition of Innovation

This section highlights Pittsburgh's significant contributions to industry
and innovation, featuring key figures and inventions that have emerged from
the region. It offers insights into the city’s transformation from an
industrial powerhouse to a center for technology and healthcare.

Key industries covered include steel, robotics, and healthcare.

Highlights significant figures such as Andrew Carnegie and George
Westinghouse.

Showcases innovations that impacted the global landscape.



Special Exhibits

The Heinz History Center regularly hosts special exhibits that change
throughout the year. These exhibits often focus on contemporary issues or
significant anniversaries, providing fresh perspectives and updated
information on various topics.

Temporary Exhibits

Temporary exhibits at the Heinz History Center are designed to engage
visitors with current events and themes relevant to society today. These
exhibits may cover a wide range of topics, from art and culture to social
justice and environmental issues.

Community Engagement Exhibits

These exhibits often involve collaboration with local artists, historians,
and community organizations. They focus on the stories and experiences of
Pittsburgh's diverse populations, emphasizing the importance of community
narratives in understanding the broader historical context.

Educational Programs and Events

In addition to its exhibits, the Heinz History Center is committed to
education and outreach. It offers a variety of programs designed for
students, educators, and families, fostering a deeper understanding of
history.

School Programs

The center provides tailored educational programs for schools, including
guided tours, interactive workshops, and curriculum-based activities. These
programs aim to enhance students’ learning experiences by connecting
historical themes to their academic studies.

Public Events and Lectures

The Heinz History Center hosts a range of events throughout the year,



including lectures, panel discussions, and community gatherings. These events
feature historians, authors, and experts who delve into various historical
topics, encouraging public engagement and discussion.

Annual events include history fairs and heritage celebrations.

Lecture series often focus on local history and influential figures.

Workshops provide hands-on experiences related to history and culture.

Visitor Information

Planning a visit to the Heinz History Center is straightforward with various
resources available for potential visitors. From operating hours to ticket
prices, the center provides ample information to ensure a smooth experience.

Hours of Operation and Admission

The Heinz History Center is open year-round, with specific hours that vary by
season. Admission prices are typically structured to accommodate families,
seniors, and students, ensuring accessibility for all. Special discounts may
also be available for groups and local residents.

Location and Accessibility

Located in the Strip District of Pittsburgh, the center is easily accessible
by public transportation and offers parking facilities nearby. The museum is
designed to be accessible to all visitors, including those with disabilities,
ensuring an inclusive experience for everyone.

Conclusion

The Heinz History Center exhibits offer a fascinating exploration of
Pittsburgh's past and the legacy of the Heinz brand. Through its permanent
and special exhibits, educational programs, and community engagement efforts,
the center serves as a vital resource for understanding the intricate
tapestry of history that defines the region. Whether you are a local resident
or a visitor, the Heinz History Center provides an enriching experience that
connects the past to the present, making it an essential stop for history



enthusiasts and families alike.

Q: What types of exhibits can I expect to see at the
Heinz History Center?
A: The Heinz History Center features a variety of exhibits, including
permanent displays on the history of the H.J. Heinz Company, Pittsburgh's
industrial heritage, and special temporary exhibits that focus on
contemporary themes and community stories.

Q: How often do special exhibits change at the Heinz
History Center?
A: Special exhibits at the Heinz History Center typically change several
times a year, providing visitors with fresh, engaging content that reflects
current events and historical themes.

Q: Are there educational programs available for
students at the Heinz History Center?
A: Yes, the Heinz History Center offers educational programs tailored for
students, including guided tours and interactive workshops designed to
enhance their learning experiences related to history.

Q: Is the Heinz History Center accessible for
individuals with disabilities?
A: The Heinz History Center is designed to be accessible to all visitors,
including those with disabilities. The facility provides accommodations to
ensure an inclusive experience.

Q: What are the admission prices for the Heinz
History Center?
A: Admission prices vary and typically include discounts for families,
seniors, and students. It is advisable to check the center’s website or
contact them for the most current pricing information.

Q: Where is the Heinz History Center located?
A: The Heinz History Center is located in the Strip District of Pittsburgh,



making it easily accessible via public transportation and nearby parking
facilities.

Q: What kind of events does the Heinz History Center
host?
A: The center hosts a variety of public events, including lectures, panel
discussions, and community gatherings, often featuring historians and experts
discussing various historical topics.

Q: Can visitors purchase souvenirs at the Heinz
History Center?
A: Yes, the Heinz History Center features a museum shop where visitors can
purchase souvenirs, books, and other items related to the exhibits and
Pittsburgh's history.

Q: Are guided tours available at the Heinz History
Center?
A: Yes, guided tours are available for visitors, providing an in-depth
exploration of the exhibits and the historical context surrounding them.
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