hawaii big island travel guide

hawaii big island travel guide provides a comprehensive overview of everything you
need to know before embarking on your journey to Hawaii's largest island. From the
breathtaking landscapes and diverse ecosystems to the rich cultural heritage and exciting
activities, the Big Island is a destination that offers something for every traveler. This
guide will cover essential aspects such as where to stay, must-visit attractions, outdoor
adventures, cultural experiences, and practical travel tips to make your visit
unforgettable. Whether you are an adventure seeker, a nature lover, or someone looking
to relax on beautiful beaches, this guide will help you plan the perfect getaway. Let’s dive
into the details that will enhance your experience on the Big Island.
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Getting to the Big Island

Reaching the Big Island of Hawaii is straightforward, with several options available for
travelers. Most visitors arrive by air, with the island served by two main airports: Kona
International Airport (KOA) and Hilo International Airport (ITO). The majority of flights
land at Kona, which is located on the west side of the island, offering convenient access to
popular resorts and attractions.

When planning your travel, consider the following:

e Direct flights from major U.S. cities are available, making it accessible for both
domestic and international travelers.

e Car rentals are highly recommended since public transportation options are limited
and many attractions are spread out across the island.



e Ferry services operate between some Hawaiian islands, but there is no direct ferry to
the Big Island, so flying is the best option.

Best Time to Visit

The Big Island enjoys a tropical climate, making it a year-round destination. However, the
best time to visit depends on your preferences for weather and activities. Generally, the
island experiences two main seasons: the dry season from May to October and the wet
season from November to April.

Weather Considerations

During the dry season, temperatures are warmer, and rainfall is minimal, making it ideal
for beach activities and outdoor adventures. The wet season, while cooler and wetter, can
still be enjoyable, especially for exploring lush rainforests and waterfalls.

Events and Festivals

Consider planning your visit around local events and festivals. Some popular ones include:
e Ironman World Championship (October)
e Big Island Film Festival (May)

e Hawaii County Fair (September)

Where to Stay

Accommodation options on the Big Island vary widely, catering to all types of travelers.
Whether you prefer luxury resorts, budget hotels, vacation rentals, or camping, you will
find suitable options to fit your needs.

Popular Areas to Stay

Some recommended areas include:

e Kona Coast: Known for its beautiful beaches, restaurants, and nightlife.

e Hilo: Offers a more laid-back atmosphere with access to lush rainforests and
waterfalls.



e Waimea: Ideal for travelers seeking a rural experience and proximity to the island's
ranching culture.

Types of Accommodations

Consider the following types of accommodations:

e Luxury resorts for a pampered experience.

Mid-range hotels for comfort and convenience.

Vacation rentals for a home-like feel and kitchen facilities.

Camping options for those who enjoy outdoor adventures.

Must-Visit Attractions

The Big Island is home to numerous attractions that showcase its natural beauty and
cultural heritage. Here are some of the top places to visit:

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park

This UNESCO World Heritage site offers a unique opportunity to witness active volcanoes,
lava tubes, and stunning landscapes. Visitors can explore various hiking trails and learn
about the geological history of the island.

Mauna Kea

As the highest peak in Hawaii, Mauna Kea is renowned for its astronomical observatories.
Stargazing tours are popular here, providing a breathtaking view of the night sky.

Black Sand Beaches

Visit Punalu'u Black Sand Beach, famous for its unique black sand created by volcanic
activity. It’s a great spot for relaxing, picnicking, or spotting sea turtles.

Outdoor Activities

The Big Island is a playground for outdoor enthusiasts. From hiking and snorkeling to
surfing and zip-lining, there is no shortage of activities to enjoy.



Water Sports

Some popular water activities include:

e Snorkeling at Kealakekua Bay, known for its vibrant marine life.
e Surfing at the renowned beaches of Kailua-Kona.

e Whale watching during the migration season from December to April.

Hiking Adventures

The island offers numerous trails suitable for all skill levels. Some notable hikes include:

e Kilauea Iki Trail in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.
e Pololu Valley Lookout for stunning views.

e Akaka Falls Loop Trail to see beautiful waterfalls.

Cultural Experiences

Immerse yourself in the rich culture of the Big Island by participating in local activities
and visiting historical sites. The island's heritage is vibrant and offers numerous
opportunities for cultural exploration.

Historical Sites

Some key historical sites include:

e Pu'uhonua o Honaunau National Historical Park, a sanctuary for ancient Hawaiian
lawbreakers.

e Hulihe'e Palace, a former royal vacation home turned museum.

e Place of Refuge, an important cultural site for Hawaiian history.

Local Cuisine

Don’t miss the chance to savor local dishes such as poke, loco moco, and fresh seafood.
Farmers' markets are also a great way to taste local produce and products.



Practical Travel Tips

To enhance your experience on the Big Island, consider these practical travel tips:

Transportation

Renting a car is the most convenient way to explore the island. Public transportation is
limited, and many attractions are spread out.

Health and Safety

Always be mindful of your surroundings and respect local wildlife. Stay hydrated,
especially when hiking in warmer areas.

Cultural Respect

When visiting sacred sites, be respectful and adhere to local customs. Understanding
Hawaiian culture will enrich your experience.

Conclusion

The Big Island is a multifaceted destination that promises unforgettable experiences for
every traveler. From its stunning natural landscapes to its rich cultural heritage, this
island has it all. Whether you are exploring the active volcanoes, relaxing on pristine
beaches, or immersing yourself in local culture, the Big Island will leave a lasting
impression. With this travel guide, you are well-equipped to plan your adventure and
discover the wonders of Hawaii's largest island.

Q: What is the best time of year to visit the Big Island?

A: The best time to visit the Big Island is generally during the dry season from May to
October, when the weather is warm and rainfall is minimal, making it ideal for beach
activities and outdoor adventures.

Q: How do I get around the Big Island?

A: Renting a car is the most convenient way to get around the Big Island, as public
transportation is limited and many attractions are spread out across the island.

Q: What are some must-see attractions on the Big



Island?

A: Must-see attractions include Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, Mauna Kea, Punalu'u
Black Sand Beach, and the historical sites at Pu'uhonua o Honaunau.

Q: Are there any local dishes I should try?

A: Yes, be sure to try local dishes such as poke, loco moco, and fresh seafood. Visiting
farmers' markets is also a great way to sample local produce.

Q: What outdoor activities are available on the Big
Island?

A: Outdoor activities include snorkeling, surfing, hiking, whale watching, and exploring
the island's beautiful beaches and parks.

Q: Is it safe to hike on the Big Island?

A: Yes, hiking is safe as long as you stay on marked trails, stay hydrated, and respect the
natural environment. Always check weather conditions before heading out.

Q: What cultural experiences can I enjoy on the Big
Island?

A: You can visit historical sites, participate in cultural festivals, and enjoy local cuisine to
immerse yourself in the rich culture of the Big Island.

Q: How can I respect Hawaiian culture during my visit?

A: Respect Hawaiian culture by learning about local customs, being mindful at sacred
sites, and supporting local businesses and artisans.

Q: Are there camping options available on the Big
Island?

A: Yes, there are several camping options available on the Big Island, including
campgrounds within Hawaii Volcanoes National Park and other scenic locations.

Q: What should I pack for my trip to the Big Island?

A: Pack lightweight clothing, swimwear, hiking shoes, sunscreen, a reusable water bottle,
and any outdoor gear needed for activities like snorkeling or hiking.
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