
having our say the delany sisters
having our say the delany sisters is a powerful narrative that captures the lives and experiences
of the Delany sisters, Bessie and Sadie, who lived through significant social changes in America. Their
memoir not only reflects their personal stories but also provides insight into the struggles and
triumphs of African Americans in the 20th century. This article delves into the key themes of their
lives, the historical context of their experiences, and the lessons that can be learned from their
journey. By exploring their remarkable stories, we gain a deeper appreciation for their contributions to
civil rights, education, and community resilience. The following sections will cover their early lives, the
challenges they faced, their impact on society, and the enduring legacy of "Having Our Say."
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Early Lives of the Delany Sisters

The Delany sisters were born in the late 19th century in North Carolina. Bessie, born in 1889, and
Sadie, born in 1887, were raised in a family that valued education and hard work. Their father, a
former slave, became a minister, while their mother was a teacher. This nurturing environment
fostered a deep appreciation for education, which would play a crucial role in their lives.

The Influence of Family and Education

The sisters were influenced significantly by their parents' commitment to education and self-
improvement. They attended segregated schools, which faced numerous challenges, yet they
excelled academically. Bessie became a teacher, and Sadie pursued a career in dental hygiene,
breaking barriers in professions that were predominantly white and male-dominated. Their
educational achievements were a testament to their determination and the values instilled in them by
their family.



Cultural Context of the Time

The late 1800s and early 1900s were marked by racial segregation and discrimination in the United
States. The Delany sisters grew up during a time when Jim Crow laws enforced racial inequality.
Understanding this context is essential to appreciate the struggles they faced and the resilience they
demonstrated. Their upbringing in a supportive family equipped them with the tools to navigate a
society that often marginalized African Americans.

Overcoming Adversity

Throughout their lives, the Delany sisters faced numerous obstacles, including racism, sexism, and
societal expectations. Despite these challenges, they remained steadfast in their pursuits and became
role models for future generations.

Facing Racism and Discrimination

The sisters' experiences with racism were profound and often painful. They encountered
discrimination in educational settings, workplaces, and everyday life. However, their unwavering spirit
allowed them to persevere. They spoke openly about their experiences, shedding light on the
injustices faced by African Americans. Their willingness to share their stories contributed to a greater
understanding of the systemic issues within society.

The Importance of Community Support

Community played a vital role in the lives of the Delany sisters. They were active in their local church
and community organizations, which provided support and solidarity. Through these networks, they
found encouragement and a sense of belonging, which helped them overcome personal and societal
challenges. Their involvement in the community exemplifies the power of collective action and the
importance of standing together in the face of adversity.

Contributions to Society

The Delany sisters made significant contributions in various fields, particularly in education and civil
rights. Their dedication to these causes has left a lasting impact on society.

Advocacy for Education

As educators, the Delany sisters championed the importance of education for African Americans. They



believed that knowledge was essential for empowerment and social progress. Bessie, as a teacher,
inspired countless students, while Sadie, as a dental hygienist, advocated for health education and
awareness within the African American community. Their professional achievements opened doors for
future generations of Black women in education and health care.

Involvement in the Civil Rights Movement

The sisters were also active participants in the civil rights movement. They used their voices to
advocate for equality and justice, speaking at various events and sharing their experiences. Their
stories provided a personal connection to the broader struggles faced by African Americans,
highlighting the need for systemic change. Their commitment to civil rights continues to inspire
activists today.

Legacy of the Delany Sisters

The legacy of Bessie and Sadie Delany extends far beyond their lifetimes. Their memoir, "Having Our
Say," serves as a poignant reminder of the challenges faced by African Americans and the importance
of resilience and determination.

Impact on Literature and Education

"Having Our Say" has become a significant work in American literature, providing insights into the
experiences of African Americans. The book is often included in educational curricula, allowing
students to learn about history through the lens of personal narratives. The Delany sisters’ story
encourages discussions about race, identity, and social justice, making it an essential text for
understanding American history.

Inspiration for Future Generations

The Delany sisters' lives serve as an inspiration for many, particularly for women of color. Their
achievements demonstrate that perseverance and dedication can lead to success, even in the face of
systemic obstacles. Their story encourages individuals to pursue their dreams and advocate for
change, reinforcing the idea that every voice matters in the pursuit of justice and equality.

Conclusion

Having our say the Delany sisters is not just a memoir; it is a testament to the strength of the human
spirit. Through their remarkable stories, Bessie and Sadie Delany remind us of the importance of
resilience, community, and the pursuit of education. Their contributions to society and the civil rights



movement continue to resonate today, inspiring new generations to stand up for equality and justice.
The lessons learned from their lives remain relevant, highlighting the ongoing struggle for civil rights
and the importance of understanding our history.

Q: What is "Having Our Say" about?
A: "Having Our Say" is a memoir by Bessie and Sadie Delany that recounts their lives, experiences
with racism, and contributions to society. It highlights their commitment to education and civil rights,
providing a personal perspective on the challenges faced by African Americans in the 20th century.

Q: Why are the Delany sisters significant in American history?
A: The Delany sisters are significant for their pioneering roles as educators and activists. Their
experiences reflect the broader struggles of African Americans and their advocacy for education and
civil rights has left a lasting impact on society.

Q: How did the Delany sisters overcome adversity?
A: The Delany sisters overcame adversity through their strong family values, commitment to
education, and community support. They faced racism and discrimination but remained resilient and
used their voices to advocate for change.

Q: What can we learn from the Delany sisters today?
A: Today, we can learn from the Delany sisters the importance of perseverance, the value of
education, and the power of community. Their story encourages individuals to advocate for social
justice and equality in their own lives.

Q: In what ways did the Delany sisters contribute to civil
rights?
A: The Delany sisters contributed to civil rights by sharing their personal experiences, advocating for
equality, and participating in community organizations. Their voices added a personal dimension to
the civil rights movement, emphasizing the need for systemic change.

Q: How has "Having Our Say" influenced education?
A: "Having Our Say" has influenced education by being included in curricula that teach students about
the African American experience. It provides a personal narrative that fosters discussions about race,
identity, and social justice, making it a valuable educational resource.



Q: What challenges did the Delany sisters face in their
careers?
A: The Delany sisters faced challenges such as racial and gender discrimination in their careers.
Bessie encountered obstacles as a teacher in a segregated system, while Sadie faced barriers as a
dental hygienist in a male-dominated field.

Q: What is the lasting legacy of the Delany sisters?
A: The lasting legacy of the Delany sisters includes their contributions to education and civil rights, as
well as their ability to inspire future generations. Their memoir continues to educate and inform about
the African American experience and the importance of resilience.

Q: How did the Delany sisters impact their community?
A: The Delany sisters impacted their community by advocating for education, health awareness, and
civil rights. They were involved in local organizations and used their experiences to empower others,
fostering a sense of community activism.

Q: Why is it important to study the lives of the Delany sisters?
A: Studying the lives of the Delany sisters is important because it provides insight into the historical
struggles of African Americans and the ongoing fight for equality. Their stories highlight the
importance of resilience and the impact of individual actions on the broader societal landscape.
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