having our say the delany sisters first 100
years

having our say the delany sisters first 100 years is a profound exploration of the lives,
experiences, and thoughts of the Delany sisters, Bessie and Sadie, who lived through a century of
significant social change in America. This remarkable narrative not only chronicles their personal
stories but also sheds light on the broader historical context of race, gender, and family dynamics in
the 20th century. The book serves as a testament to their resilience, wisdom, and the importance of
having a voice in a world that often sought to silence them. This article will delve into the key themes,
significant events, and lasting impact of their lives as depicted in "Having Our Say: The Delany
Sisters' First 100 Years." We will also explore their cultural significance and the legacy they left
behind.
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Introduction to the Delany Sisters

The Delany sisters, Bessie and Sadie, were born in the late 19th century in the United States, a time
of immense racial and social upheaval. Their lives spanned over a century, and they witnessed
significant events such as the Jim Crow era, the Civil Rights Movement, and the evolution of women's
rights. Bessie, born in 1891, and Sadie, born in 1889, were daughters of a former slave who became
the first African American bishop in the Episcopal Church. Their upbringing in a progressive and
educated family instilled in them the values of education, hard work, and social justice.

This section will provide an overview of their early lives, including their education, family dynamics,
and the pivotal moments that shaped their identities. Their narrative is not just a personal biography;
it reflects the struggles and triumphs of African Americans throughout the 20th century.

Historical Context



To fully understand the significance of the Delany sisters' lives, it is essential to examine the historical
context in which they lived. The period from the late 1800s to the late 1900s was marked by profound
changes in American society, particularly concerning race relations and women's rights.

The Jim Crow Era

The Jim Crow laws, enacted in the late 19th century, institutionalized racial segregation in the
Southern United States. African Americans faced systemic discrimination in every aspect of life, from
education to employment. The Delany sisters grew up during this oppressive time, yet their family's
emphasis on education provided them with opportunities that were often denied to others in their
community.

The Civil Rights Movement

The sisters lived through the Civil Rights Movement, which sought to end racial discrimination and
secure equal rights for African Americans. Their experiences during this time are crucial in
understanding how they viewed social justice and activism. They were witnesses to pivotal events
and figures, which shaped their perspective on equality and civil rights.

Life Experiences of Bessie and Sadie Delany

The Delany sisters' personal stories are rich with experiences that highlight their resilience and
strength. They both pursued higher education and had successful careers, which was rare for African
American women of their time.

Bessie Delany's Journey

Bessie Delany became a successful dentist, breaking barriers in a predominantly white and male
profession. Her dedication to her craft and her patients earned her respect and recognition. Bessie's
story illustrates the challenges she faced as a woman of color in a field that was not welcoming to her.
She often spoke about her experiences with discrimination but remained committed to her profession
and community.

Sadie Delany's Contributions

Sadie Delany, on the other hand, was an educator who devoted her life to teaching and empowering
young minds. She taught in a segregated school system and fought for better educational
opportunities for African American children. Sadie's passion for education and her belief in the
transformative power of knowledge were central themes in her life.



Thematic Analysis

In "Having Our Say," several themes emerge that resonate deeply with readers. The themes of family,
resilience, and the importance of having a voice are particularly prominent.

Family and Community

The Delany sisters' strong family ties played a crucial role in their lives. Their bond exemplified the
importance of support systems in overcoming adversity. Throughout the book, they share anecdotes
about their family life, emphasizing the values of love, respect, and unity.

Resilience and Strength

Resilience is a central theme in the Delany sisters' narrative. They faced numerous obstacles
throughout their lives, yet their strength and determination allowed them to thrive. Their stories serve
as an inspiration to many, showcasing how perseverance can lead to success despite societal
challenges.

Having a Voice

The title of the book itself highlights the importance of speaking out. The Delany sisters used their
platform to share their experiences and advocate for social change. They believed in the power of
storytelling and recognized that their voices could inspire others to fight for justice and equality.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The cultural impact of the Delany sisters extends beyond their individual accomplishments. Their
story is a significant part of American history, particularly in the context of African American
experiences. "Having Our Say" has educated many about the realities faced by African Americans and
the importance of acknowledging their contributions to society.

Influence on Future Generations

The Delany sisters have inspired countless individuals, particularly women of color, to pursue their
dreams and advocate for their rights. Their legacy lives on in the continued fight for equality and
social justice. Educational institutions and organizations often reference their lives as examples of
resilience and empowerment.



The Book's Reception

Since its publication, "Having Our Say" has received critical acclaim and has been used in various
educational contexts. It has prompted discussions about race, gender, and the importance of history
in shaping contemporary society. The book’s impact underscores the necessity of sharing diverse
voices and narratives in literature.

Conclusion

Having our say the Delany sisters first 100 years is not just a recount of two remarkable lives but a
reflection of the struggles and triumphs of an entire community. Bessie and Sadie Delany's journey
reveals the intricacies of race, gender, and family in America over the past century. Their story serves
as a powerful reminder of the importance of resilience, the value of education, and the necessity of
having a voice in the ongoing fight for equality. The Delany sisters have left an indelible mark on
American history, and their legacy continues to inspire future generations to stand up and speak out
for what is right.

Q: What are the main themes explored in "Having Our Say:
The Delany Sisters' First 100 Years"?

A: The main themes include family, resilience, the importance of education, and the power of having a
voice in advocating for social change.

Q: How did the Delany sisters contribute to their
communities?

A: Bessie Delany became a prominent dentist, and Sadie Delany was a dedicated educator. Both of
them used their professions to empower and uplift their communities, advocating for better
opportunities and equality.

Q: What historical events did the Delany sisters witness
during their lifetime?

A: The Delany sisters witnessed significant events such as the Jim Crow era, the rise of the Civil Rights
Movement, and the evolution of women's rights throughout the 20th century.

Q: How does "Having Our Say" reflect the African American
experience?

A: The book provides insight into the challenges, discrimination, and triumphs faced by African
Americans, particularly women, highlighting their contributions to society and the importance of their



narratives.

Q: In what ways did the Delany sisters break barriers in their
respective fields?

A: Bessie Delany broke barriers as one of the first African American women dentists, while Sadie
Delany challenged the status quo by advocating for quality education in segregated schools, paving
the way for future generations.

Q: What impact did "Having Our Say" have on readers and
society?

A: The book has educated readers about the realities of racial and gender discrimination and has
inspired discussions on social justice, encouraging many to engage in activism and advocacy for
equality.

Q: Why is the Delany sisters' story considered significant
today?

A: Their story is significant as it embodies the struggles and achievements of African Americans,
emphasizing the importance of resilience and the need for diverse voices in history and literature.

Q: How did the Delany sisters view the importance of
education?

A: The Delany sisters viewed education as a crucial tool for empowerment and social change,
believing that knowledge was essential for overcoming adversity and achieving success.
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