
harvey silverglate three felonies a day
harvey silverglate three felonies a day is a phrase that encapsulates the alarming
reality of modern American law, as articulated by attorney and author Harvey Silverglate
in his provocative book. This phrase underscores the notion that, on any given day, an
average citizen unknowingly commits multiple felonies due to the vast and often
convoluted array of federal and state laws. Silverglate's work shines a light on the
complexities of the legal system, the potential for unjust prosecutions, and the erosion of
personal freedoms. Throughout this article, we will explore the core concepts presented
by Silverglate, the implications of his assertions, the nature of criminal law in America,
and the societal impact of such a reality.
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Understanding Harvey Silverglate
Harvey Silverglate is a prominent civil liberties attorney and co-founder of the law firm
Silverglate & Associates, located in Boston, Massachusetts. With a career spanning
several decades, Silverglate has been involved in high-profile cases that often intersect
with issues of freedom of expression, civil rights, and government overreach. His extensive
legal experience provides him with a unique perspective on the American judicial system,
particularly regarding the intersection of law and everyday life.

In his book, "Three Felonies a Day: How the Feds Target the Innocent," Silverglate
discusses the alarming trend of overcriminalization, where individuals can be charged
with felonies for actions that are often benign or misunderstood. His arguments are
supported by numerous examples of ordinary citizens who have faced legal repercussions
for seemingly innocuous behaviors, highlighting the unpredictability of the law.

The Concept of "Three Felonies a Day"
The phrase "three felonies a day" serves as a metaphorical indictment of the American
legal system, suggesting that the average American unwittingly commits multiple felonies
daily. This concept is rooted in the idea that the sheer volume and complexity of
laws—federal, state, and local—creates an environment where ordinary citizens can easily



fall afoul of the law.

Silverglate argues that there are thousands of statutes and regulations on the books, many
of which are obscure and rarely enforced. This overabundance of laws leads to a situation
where individuals can be charged with felonies for actions that do not pose a real threat to
society. The implications of this reality are profound, as it raises questions about the
fairness of the legal system and the principle of innocent until proven guilty.

Examples of Everyday Felonies
In his exploration of the concept, Silverglate provides various examples of actions that
could be construed as felonies, including:

Making a minor error on a tax return.

Engaging in certain forms of speech that might be interpreted as offensive.

Participating in activities that violate obscure regulations, such as those related to
environmental laws.

These examples illustrate how the legal system can ensnare individuals in situations where
they are unaware they are violating the law, thereby emphasizing the need for greater
legal transparency and reform.

Legal Complexity in Modern America
The complexity of the legal system in the United States is a significant contributor to the
phenomenon described by Silverglate. The vast number of laws, combined with the
intricate nature of legal language, can make it difficult for the average citizen to
understand their rights and responsibilities. This complexity is exacerbated by the fact
that many laws are not actively enforced, creating a gray area of legal interpretation.

Moreover, the rise of regulatory agencies has introduced layers of compliance
requirements that can lead to unintentional violations. The regulatory landscape is vast,
covering areas such as finance, healthcare, environmental protection, and more.
Individuals and businesses must navigate this intricate web of regulations, and failure to
comply can lead to severe legal consequences.

The Role of Prosecutors
Another critical aspect of this legal landscape is the discretion exercised by prosecutors.
In many cases, prosecutors can choose whether or not to pursue charges based on their
interpretation of the law and the circumstances of each case. This discretionary power can
result in uneven application of justice, where some individuals face severe penalties for
minor infractions while others may escape accountability for more egregious violations.



Implications for the Average Citizen
The implications of Silverglate's assertions are significant for the average citizen. The idea
that one might be committing felonies unknowingly can lead to a pervasive sense of
anxiety and mistrust towards the legal system. Citizens may feel compelled to avoid
certain activities altogether or become overly cautious in their daily lives, fearing legal
repercussions for actions that should not be criminal.

Additionally, the fear of prosecution can stifle creativity and innovation. Individuals may
hesitate to engage in entrepreneurial endeavors or express themselves freely if they
believe that their actions could be misconstrued as felonious. This chilling effect not only
affects individuals but can also have broader implications for society, as it inhibits
discourse, creativity, and economic growth.

The Need for Legal Reform
In light of these concerns, Silverglate advocates for comprehensive legal reform to
address the issues of overcriminalization and the complexity of the legal landscape. By
simplifying laws, increasing public awareness about legal obligations, and ensuring fair
enforcement practices, the justice system can become more equitable and accessible to all
citizens.

Conclusion
Harvey Silverglate's assertion that the average American commits "three felonies a day"
serves as a powerful reminder of the complexities and challenges inherent in the modern
legal system. The vast number of laws, combined with the discretion afforded to
prosecutors, creates a landscape where ordinary citizens can inadvertently find
themselves on the wrong side of the law. To foster a more just society, it is imperative that
legal reform initiatives are undertaken to clarify and simplify laws, ensuring that
individuals can navigate their rights and responsibilities without fear of unintentional
criminal liability.

Q: What does "three felonies a day" mean?
A: "Three felonies a day" refers to the idea that the average American unknowingly
commits several felonies daily due to the overwhelming number of laws and regulations in
place, many of which are obscure and rarely enforced.

Q: Who is Harvey Silverglate?
A: Harvey Silverglate is a civil liberties attorney known for his work in the legal field,
particularly in cases involving freedom of expression and government overreach. He
authored the book "Three Felonies a Day," which discusses the complexities of the
American legal system.



Q: How does overcriminalization affect citizens?
A: Overcriminalization creates a situation where individuals can be prosecuted for
unintentional legal violations, leading to anxiety, mistrust in the legal system, and a
chilling effect on free expression and innovation.

Q: What reforms does Silverglate advocate for?
A: Silverglate advocates for legal reforms that simplify laws, increase public awareness of
legal obligations, and ensure fair enforcement practices to prevent unjust prosecutions.

Q: Can you give examples of everyday actions that could
be felonies?
A: Examples include making minor errors on tax returns, engaging in controversial
speech, or violating obscure regulations related to environmental laws.

Q: Why is the discretion of prosecutors significant?
A: Prosecutors' discretion is significant because it allows for uneven application of justice,
where some individuals may face harsh penalties for minor offenses while others may not
be held accountable for serious violations.

Q: What are the broader implications of Silverglate's
assertions?
A: The broader implications include societal anxiety about legal repercussions, stifled
creativity and innovation, and the potential for a chilling effect on free speech and
entrepreneurial activities.
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