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harvard classics volume 43 american historic documents is a vital collection that showcases pivotal
documents in American history, reflecting the nation's evolution and values. This volume, part of the esteemed
Harvard Classics series, gathers significant texts that have shaped American thought and governance. Readers
will find a diverse array of documents, including foundational charters, speeches, and declarations that
highlight the essence of American democracy and its historical context. This article explores the contents of
Volume 43, its significance in the broader Harvard Classics series, and its impact on historical scholarship. It
also provides insights into the themes and key figures represented in these documents, making it an essential
resource for students, historians, and anyone interested in American history.
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Overview of Harvard Classics Volume 43

Harvard Classics Volume 43 serves as a gateway to understanding the foundational documents that have
shaped the United States. Compiled in the early 20th century, the Harvard Classics series aimed to provide a
comprehensive literary canon that would educate and inspire readers. Volume 43 specifically focuses on
American historic documents, recognizing their critical role in the formation of national identity and
governance.

This volume includes a range of texts from various periods, illustrating not only the political evolution of
the United States but also the philosophical underpinnings that informed its creation. The documents are
curated to provide readers with a sense of continuity in American history, showcasing the dynamic interplay
between different historical moments and the ideals that arose from them.

Key Documents Included

Harvard Classics Volume 43 features a selection of essential documents that are crucial for understanding
American history. Some of the most notable texts include:

The Declaration of Independence: This seminal document, adopted in 1776, proclaimed the colonies'
separation from British rule and articulated the principles of individual rights and government by
consent.

The Constitution of the United States: Ratified in 1788, the Constitution established the framework for
the federal government and has served as a model for democratic governance worldwide.

The Bill of Rights: These first ten amendments to the Constitution, ratified in 1791, guarantee essential
freedoms and rights to citizens, reflecting the values of liberty and justice.



The Gettysburg Address: Delivered by President Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War, this powerful
speech emphasized the principles of equality and national unity.

Franklin D. Roosevelt's Four Freedoms: In his 1941 State of the Union address, Roosevelt outlined four
essential freedoms that he believed should be guaranteed to all people, influencing post-war human
rights discourse.

These documents not only mark significant milestones in American governance but also encapsulate the
philosophical and ethical debates that have shaped the nation. Each text serves as a reflection of the time in
which it was written and has left a lasting imprint on American society.

The Historical Context of American Documents

The documents included in Harvard Classics Volume 43 are set against the backdrop of pivotal historical
events that influenced their creation. Understanding the context in which these documents were written
enhances the reader's comprehension of their significance.

For example, the Declaration of Independence emerged during a time of growing discontent among the American
colonies towards British rule. The document expressed the colonies' desire for autonomy and laid out the
philosophical justifications for independence. Similarly, the Constitution was drafted in the aftermath of the
Revolutionary War, addressing the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and establishing a stronger
federal government.

Moreover, the Gettysburg Address was delivered during a critical juncture in the Civil War, a time when the
very ideals of democracy and equality were under severe threat. Lincoln's words were not only a tribute to
those who fought but also a reaffirmation of the nation's foundational values. Each document reflects the
aspirations and challenges of its time, providing insights into the American psyche.

Impact on American Thought and Society

The documents in Volume 43 have profoundly impacted American thought and society, influencing generations
of citizens, leaders, and scholars. They serve as foundational texts in discussions about civil rights,
governance, and national identity.

For instance, the principles articulated in the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights continue to
resonate in contemporary debates about human rights and personal freedoms. Activists and politicians alike
reference these documents as they advocate for social justice and reform.

Furthermore, the Constitution has been the subject of extensive interpretation and debate, with landmark
Supreme Court cases often referencing its principles. The ongoing relevance of these documents ensures that
they remain central to American legal and political discourse.

In educational settings, these texts are frequently included in curricula, prompting students to engage with
the foundational ideas of their nation. This engagement fosters a deeper understanding of the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship.

Conclusion

Harvard Classics Volume 43 American Historic Documents is not just a collection of texts; it is a crucial
compilation that captures the essence of American democracy and its evolution over time. By bringing together
significant documents that reflect the nation's values, struggles, and aspirations, this volume plays an
essential role in historical scholarship and education. As readers delve into the pages of Volume 43, they
encounter the powerful ideas that have shaped the United States, inspiring them to reflect on their own roles
as citizens in a democratic society.



Q: What is included in Harvard Classics Volume 43?

A: Harvard Classics Volume 43 includes significant American historical documents such as The Declaration of
Independence, The Constitution of the United States, The Bill of Rights, The Gettysburg Address, and Franklin
D. Roosevelt's Four Freedoms, among others.

Q: Why are the documents in Volume 43 important?

A: The documents in Volume 43 are important because they encapsulate the foundational principles of American
democracy, reflect historical struggles for rights and freedoms, and serve as critical references in ongoing
discussions about governance and civil rights.

Q: How does Volume 43 fit into the Harvard Classics series?

A: Volume 43 is part of the Harvard Classics series, which aims to provide a comprehensive literary canon.
This volume specifically focuses on pivotal American historical documents, highlighting their significance
within the broader context of world literature and thought.

Q: What themes are present in the documents of Volume 43?

A: Key themes present in the documents of Volume 43 include individual rights, government by consent, national
unity, equality, and the responsibilities of citizenship. These themes are reflected in the foundational texts that
address the ideals of American democracy.

Q: How are these documents used in educational settings?

A: In educational settings, these documents are often included in history and civics curricula. They are used to
engage students with the foundational ideas of democracy, prompting discussions about rights, responsibilities,
and the historical context of American governance.

Q: What role do these documents play in contemporary society?

A: In contemporary society, the documents from Volume 43 continue to influence debates about civil rights,
governance, and national identity. They are referenced by activists and leaders advocating for social change
and are frequently cited in legal cases related to constitutional rights.

Q: Can the documents in Volume 43 be found in other collections?

A: Yes, many of the documents included in Harvard Classics Volume 43 can be found in various historical
collections, anthologies, and archives dedicated to American history and constitutional law.

Q: What is the significance of The Gettysburg Address in Volume 43?

A: The Gettysburg Address is significant in Volume 43 as it articulates the principles of equality and national
unity during the Civil War, reinforcing the ideals of democracy and the sacrifices made for those ideals.



Q: How have these documents influenced American legal decisions?

A: These documents have influenced American legal decisions by serving as references in Supreme Court cases and
legal arguments, particularly regarding individual rights and the interpretation of the Constitution.

Q: Why is the Bill of Rights included in Volume 43?

A: The Bill of Rights is included in Volume 43 because it guarantees essential freedoms and rights to citizens,
reflecting the core values of liberty and justice that define American democracy.
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