
harvard business school essay examples

harvard business school essay examples are crucial for applicants seeking admission to one of the most
prestigious business schools in the world. Crafting a compelling essay is a significant part of the application
process, as it offers candidates an opportunity to present their unique backgrounds, aspirations, and
motivations. In this article, we will explore various aspects of writing impactful essays for Harvard Business
School, including the elements that make an essay stand out, common themes found in successful submissions,
and examples of essays that have resonated with admissions committees. Additionally, we will provide tips for
structuring your essay effectively and avoiding common pitfalls. This comprehensive guide aims to equip
prospective students with the knowledge and tools necessary to write an exceptional essay that showcases
their fit for Harvard Business School.
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Understanding the Harvard Business School Essay Requirements

The first step in crafting an impactful essay for Harvard Business School is understanding the specific
requirements set by the admissions committee. Each year, the school may adjust its prompts, but the essence
remains the same: they seek to understand the candidate's personal and professional journey. The Harvard
Business School application typically requires one essay, and candidates should ensure they address the
prompt thoughtfully.

In recent years, Harvard has focused on prompt questions that encourage introspection and authenticity. For
instance, applicants may be asked to describe a significant experience that shaped their aspirations or to discuss
how they will contribute to the Harvard community. The key to success is not just answering the question but
doing so in a way that reveals personal growth, values, and future ambitions.

Key Components of a Successful Essay

A successful Harvard Business School essay contains several key components that contribute to its overall
effectiveness. These include clarity of thought, personal storytelling, and alignment with the school's values.
Below are the essential elements to incorporate into your essay:

Clarity of Purpose: Clearly articulate your career goals and how Harvard Business School will help
you achieve them.

Personal Storytelling: Use anecdotes and personal experiences to illustrate your journey and make
your essay memorable.

Authenticity: Be genuine about your motivations, experiences, and aspirations. Authenticity resonates



with readers.

Reflection: Reflect on your experiences and how they have shaped your perspective and future plans.

Connection to Harvard: Demonstrate knowledge of Harvard Business School’s culture and values, and
articulate how you fit into that community.

By incorporating these components, candidates can create a well-rounded essay that captures the attention
of the admissions committee and showcases their potential as future leaders.

Thematic Elements in Harvard Business School Essays

When reviewing successful essays, certain thematic elements often emerge. These themes not only highlight
personal experiences but also align with the broader mission of Harvard Business School. Some common themes
include:

Leadership and Impact: Essays that demonstrate leadership experiences, whether in professional settings,
community service, or personal projects, resonate well.

Overcoming Challenges: Many successful essays include narratives about overcoming obstacles,
showcasing resilience and determination.

Collaboration and Teamwork: Highlighting experiences that involved working with others to achieve a
common goal is crucial, as it reflects the collaborative spirit at Harvard.

Global Perspective: Given the international nature of business today, essays that incorporate global
experiences or diverse backgrounds stand out.

Innovation and Creativity: Demonstrating how you have approached problems with innovative solutions
can illustrate your potential as a change-maker in the business world.

Incorporating these themes into your essay can enhance its appeal and relevance to the admissions committee,
showcasing your fit for Harvard Business School’s dynamic environment.

Examples of Effective Harvard Business School Essays

Examining successful Harvard Business School essays provides valuable insights into what works. Here are a
few examples of effective approaches:

Example 1: The Leadership Journey

This essay could detail the writer’s experience leading a team during a challenging project at work. It might
describe the initial struggles, the strategies implemented to motivate the team, and the positive outcomes
achieved. The candidate would reflect on how this experience shaped their leadership style and prepared them for
future challenges.

Example 2: Overcoming Adversity

Another compelling essay could focus on a personal challenge, such as overcoming a significant health issue
or navigating a difficult family situation. The writer would explain how this experience taught them resilience
and compassion, shaping their desire to pursue a business career focused on social impact.



Example 3: Global Experiences

An essay highlighting international experiences, such as working in different countries or engaging with diverse
cultures, can illustrate a candidate's adaptability and global mindset. The writer would discuss how these
experiences have informed their understanding of global business dynamics and their future aspirations.

Tips for Writing Your Own Harvard Business School Essay

Writing a compelling essay for Harvard Business School requires thoughtful preparation and execution. Here
are some tips to guide you through the process:

Start Early: Give yourself ample time to brainstorm, draft, and revise your essay. Avoid rushing the
process.

Seek Feedback: Share your draft with trusted mentors or peers who can provide constructive feedback.

Be Specific: Use specific examples and details to illustrate your points, making your narrative more
engaging and relatable.

Edit Ruthlessly: Ensure your essay is clear, concise, and free of grammatical errors. Good writing
reflects attention to detail.

Stay Authentic: Write in your own voice and stay true to your experiences. Authenticity will resonate
with readers.

By following these tips, candidates can enhance their essays, making them more impactful and aligned with the
expectations of the Harvard Business School admissions committee.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While writing an essay for Harvard Business School, candidates should be aware of common pitfalls that can
undermine their efforts. Avoiding these mistakes is crucial for submitting a strong application:

Generic Responses: Avoid vague statements or clich�s that do not provide real insight into your
experiences and motivations.

Lack of Focus: Ensure your essay has a clear central theme or message. Straying off-topic can confuse
readers.

Failure to Answer the Prompt: Always ensure that your essay directly addresses the question posed in
the prompt.

Poor Structure: A well-organized essay is easier to read and engage with. Use paragraphs and
transitions effectively.

Neglecting the Importance of Revision: Failing to revise can lead to overlooking errors and weak
arguments. Take the time to refine your essay.

By avoiding these common mistakes, candidates can improve the quality of their essays and enhance their
chances of gaining admission to Harvard Business School.



Conclusion

Crafting a compelling essay for Harvard Business School is an essential part of the application process. By
understanding the requirements, incorporating key components, and learning from successful examples,
candidates can create an essay that truly reflects their unique journeys and aspirations. The insights provided
in this article, along with the tips and common pitfalls to avoid, serve as a roadmap for prospective students.
A well-written essay not only showcases your qualifications but also your potential to contribute to the
Harvard community and the broader business world.

Q: What are the main topics covered in Harvard Business School essay
examples?

A: Harvard Business School essay examples typically cover topics such as leadership experiences, overcoming
challenges, collaboration, global perspectives, and innovation. These themes help illustrate a candidate's fit
for the program.

Q: How important is personal storytelling in a Harvard Business School
essay?

A: Personal storytelling is crucial in a Harvard Business School essay, as it allows candidates to convey
their unique experiences and perspectives, making their application memorable and authentic.

Q: What should I focus on when writing my Harvard Business School
essay?

A: Focus on clarity of purpose, personal storytelling, authenticity, reflection on experiences, and how you
will contribute to Harvard's community. Ensure your essay aligns with the school's values.

Q: Can I use a generic essay for Harvard Business School applications?

A: No, using a generic essay is not advisable. Harvard Business School looks for specific, personalized
responses that address the essay prompt and reflect your individual journey and goals.

Q: How can I avoid common mistakes in my Harvard Business School essay?

A: To avoid common mistakes, ensure that your essay is focused, answers the prompt directly, avoids clich�s,
is well-structured, and undergoes thorough revision and feedback.

Q: What role does authenticity play in a Harvard Business School essay?

A: Authenticity is vital in a Harvard Business School essay, as it helps establish trust with the admissions
committee. Genuine reflections and experiences resonate more than fabricated or exaggerated narratives.

Q: How can examples improve my essay for Harvard Business School?

A: Examples enhance your essay by providing concrete evidence of your experiences, skills, and values. They make
your narrative more relatable and compelling to the reader.



Q: Should I include my future career goals in my Harvard Business School
essay?

A: Yes, including your future career goals is important. It helps the admissions committee understand your
aspirations and how Harvard Business School will help you achieve them.

Q: Is it necessary to have a specific theme in my Harvard Business School
essay?

A: Having a specific theme is beneficial, as it provides focus and coherence to your essay. A clear theme helps
you convey your message more effectively to the admissions committee.

Q: How can I find inspiration for my Harvard Business School essay?

A: Finding inspiration can come from reflecting on your personal and professional experiences, identifying moments
of growth, and considering how these align with Harvard's values and mission.
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