
harriet tubman the moses of her people
harriet tubman the moses of her people is a powerful phrase that encapsulates the remarkable
journey and legacy of one of America's most iconic figures. Harriet Tubman, born into slavery,
became a symbol of freedom and resilience, leading countless enslaved individuals to liberation
through the Underground Railroad. Her profound impact as a conductor, spy, and activist during the
Civil War further solidified her status as a historical figure of immense importance. This article will
delve into the life of Harriet Tubman, her role as the “Moses of her people,” the Underground
Railroad, her contributions during the Civil War, and her enduring legacy.

In exploring these topics, we will uncover the courage and determination that defined Tubman's
journey and the broader implications of her work in the fight for freedom and equality.
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Introduction to Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman was born Araminta Ross around 1822 in Maryland. From a young age, she faced the
harsh realities of slavery, which shaped her future endeavors. Tubman experienced the trauma of
being a slave, including physical abuse and witnessing the separation of families. These experiences
instilled in her a profound desire for freedom, not only for herself but for others who were still
enslaved.

As she grew older, Tubman’s resolve to escape became unyielding. In 1849, she finally made her bid
for freedom, escaping to Philadelphia. This pivotal moment marked the beginning of her lifelong
commitment to helping others achieve the same freedom she had fought for. Tubman’s intelligence,
courage, and strategic thinking allowed her to not only escape but also to return to the South multiple
times to lead others to safety.

The Early Life of Harriet Tubman



Childhood and Enslavement

Harriet Tubman's early life was marked by hardship. Born into a family of enslaved people, she was
subjected to the brutal conditions of plantation life. As a child, Tubman was hired out to various
families, where she endured difficult labor and harsh treatment.

Her early experiences included:

Physical abuse from overseers and her own master.

Separation from family members, which was a common occurrence among enslaved people.

Exposure to the realities of slavery that fostered her desire for liberation.

Despite these challenges, Tubman’s spirit remained unbroken, and her desire for freedom grew
stronger with each passing year.

Escape to Freedom

In 1849, Tubman made her daring escape from slavery. She utilized the Underground Railroad, a
network of safe houses and abolitionists dedicated to helping enslaved individuals flee to free states.
Her successful escape was a turning point, allowing her to experience life as a free woman for the first
time.

Upon reaching Philadelphia, Tubman vowed to return to the South to rescue others. This commitment
led her to become a key figure in the Underground Railroad, where she made numerous trips back to
the South.

The Underground Railroad

Overview of the Underground Railroad

The Underground Railroad was not an actual railroad but rather a covert network of individuals and
safe havens that aided enslaved people in their quest for freedom. Conductors like Harriet Tubman
played an essential role in guiding escapees toward safety.

Key components of the Underground Railroad included:

Safe houses known as "stations," where fugitives could rest and hide.

Conductors, like Tubman, who navigated the routes and ensured the safety of escapees.



Support from abolitionists who provided resources and information.

Harriet Tubman’s Role

Harriet Tubman became one of the most famous conductors of the Underground Railroad. She
completed an estimated 13 missions and helped around 70 enslaved individuals escape to freedom.
Her intimate knowledge of the terrain and her ability to evade capture made her an effective and
courageous leader.

Tubman's methods included:

Traveling by night to avoid detection.

Using the North Star for navigation.

Employing disguises and false identities to evade capture.

Each successful mission further established her reputation as a fearless leader in the fight for
freedom.

Harriet Tubman’s Role in the Civil War

Contributions as a Spy and Nurse

During the Civil War, Tubman continued her activism by serving in various capacities. She worked as
a nurse, cook, and eventually a spy for the Union Army. Her knowledge of the South and her
experiences as an enslaved person provided her with unique insights that proved valuable to the
Union forces.

Key contributions during this period included:

Providing medical care to wounded soldiers.

Gathering intelligence on Confederate troop movements.

Leading an armed raid that liberated over 700 enslaved individuals in South Carolina.

Her bravery and strategic skills were instrumental in several Union victories, further solidifying her



legacy as a key figure in American history.

Legacy of Harriet Tubman

Impact on Civil Rights and Education

Harriet Tubman’s legacy extends far beyond her lifetime. She is often referred to as the “Moses of her
people” because of her relentless efforts to lead others to freedom. Tubman’s work not only inspired
future generations but also laid the groundwork for the Civil Rights Movement.

Her influence is seen in:

The ongoing struggle for civil rights and equality in America.

Educational initiatives that honor her contributions and educate others about the history of
slavery and resistance.

Memorials and honors, including the campaign to place her image on U.S. currency.

Modern Recognition

Today, Harriet Tubman is celebrated as a national hero. Numerous institutions, schools, and public
spaces bear her name, ensuring that her memory and contributions are not forgotten. Her story
serves as a beacon of hope and resilience for those who continue to fight against injustice.

Conclusion

Harriet Tubman, the “Moses of her people,” remains a powerful symbol of courage, freedom, and
determination. Her remarkable journey from slavery to freedom, her pivotal role in the Underground
Railroad, and her contributions during the Civil War demonstrate her unwavering commitment to
justice. Tubman’s legacy inspires individuals and movements dedicated to the pursuit of equality and
human rights. Her life’s work continues to resonate, reminding us of the importance of standing
against oppression and fighting for the freedom of all.

Q: Who was Harriet Tubman?
A: Harriet Tubman was an African American abolitionist and political activist who escaped from
slavery and became a leading figure in the Underground Railroad. She is known for her bravery and
efforts to lead other enslaved individuals to freedom.



Q: Why is Harriet Tubman referred to as the “Moses of her
people”?
A: Tubman is called the “Moses of her people” because, like the biblical figure Moses, she led her
people to freedom. She made numerous trips back to the South to rescue enslaved individuals,
embodying the spirit of liberation.

Q: What was the Underground Railroad?
A: The Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and safe houses used by enslaved
people to escape to free states and Canada. It was not an actual railroad but a series of people and
places dedicated to helping fugitives.

Q: How many trips did Harriet Tubman make to the South to
rescue enslaved people?
A: Harriet Tubman made approximately 13 trips to the South, helping around 70 enslaved individuals
escape to freedom during her time as a conductor on the Underground Railroad.

Q: What role did Harriet Tubman play during the Civil War?
A: During the Civil War, Harriet Tubman served as a nurse, cook, and spy for the Union Army. She
provided medical care and gathered intelligence, significantly contributing to Union efforts.

Q: What is Harriet Tubman’s legacy today?
A: Harriet Tubman’s legacy today includes her recognition as a national hero, the inspiration she
provides for civil rights movements, and various memorials and educational initiatives that honor her
contributions to American history.

Q: How did Harriet Tubman navigate during her missions?
A: Harriet Tubman used various methods for navigation during her missions, including traveling by
night, using the North Star as a guide, and employing disguises to avoid capture.

Q: What are some honors given to Harriet Tubman
posthumously?
A: Posthumous honors for Harriet Tubman include the establishment of the Harriet Tubman National
Historical Park, her induction into the National Women’s Hall of Fame, and ongoing efforts to place her
image on U.S. currency.
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