harriet tubman conductor of the
underground railroad

harriet tubman conductor of the underground railroad was a pivotal figure in American history,
known for her courageous efforts to lead enslaved people to freedom. Born into slavery, Tubman's
remarkable journey transformed her into a symbol of resilience, bravery, and unwavering
commitment to justice. As a conductor of the Underground Railroad, she risked her life repeatedly to
rescue countless individuals from the shackles of oppression, navigating perilous paths and evading
capture. This article will delve into Tubman's early life, her contributions to the Underground Railroad,
the challenges she faced, and her lasting impact on history. Additionally, we will explore her legacy
and how she is remembered today.
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Early Life of Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman was born around 1822 in Dorchester County, Maryland, as Araminta Ross. Her early
life was marked by hardship and struggle, as she was born into a system of slavery that denied her
basic human rights. Tubman's parents, Harriet Greene and Benjamin Ross, were enslaved individuals
who worked on a plantation. From a young age, Tubman experienced the brutal realities of
enslavement, witnessing the inhumane treatment of fellow slaves and enduring physical abuse
herself.

Despite her challenges, Tubman was determined to learn and grow. She was inspired by her mother’s
strength and resilience, which instilled in her a sense of hope and a desire for freedom. At the age of
12, Tubman suffered a severe head injury when an overseer threw a heavy weight at her, a traumatic
event that caused lifelong health issues. However, this did not deter her spirit; instead, it
strengthened her resolve to escape the confines of slavery.



The Underground Railroad Explained

The Underground Railroad was not an actual railroad but rather a network of secret routes and safe
houses established in the early to mid-19th century. Its purpose was to help enslaved individuals
escape to free states and Canada. The term "conductors" was used for those like Harriet Tubman who
guided escapees along these perilous routes, providing them with the necessary support and
guidance to reach safety.

This clandestine operation involved various participants, including abolitionists, free blacks, and
sympathetic allies who risked their lives to assist those seeking freedom. The network was crucial in
challenging the institution of slavery and promoting the cause of freedom in America. Key locations
along the Underground Railroad included cities like Philadelphia, New York City, and various points in
Canada, where former slaves could find sanctuary.

Harriet Tubman's Role and Achievements

As one of the most famous conductors of the Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman made an
indelible mark on history. After escaping to freedom in 1849, she quickly returned to Maryland to
rescue her family and others. Tubman’s work as a conductor spanned over a decade, during which
she completed approximately 13 missions and helped around 70 enslaved people reach freedom.

Her knowledge of the land, combined with her fierce determination, allowed her to navigate the
dangerous paths of the Underground Railroad effectively. Tubman employed various strategies to
outsmart slave catchers, including traveling at night and utilizing the North Star for navigation. Her
ability to remain calm under pressure and her deep understanding of human nature enabled her to
inspire trust and courage in those she helped.

e Rescue Missions: Tubman's missions were not without risk. Each journey involved significant
danger, including the threat of capture and violence.

¢ |Innovative Tactics: She often changed her routes and utilized coded language to communicate
with fellow abolitionists and escapees.

e Leadership: Tubman’s leadership skills were evident as she organized groups of escapees,
ensuring that they were well-prepared for the journey ahead.

The Dangers and Challenges Faced

Harriet Tubman's work was fraught with danger. The risks associated with being a conductor on the
Underground Railroad were immense, as the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 made it a crime to assist
runaway slaves. Those who were caught aiding escapees faced severe penalties, including



imprisonment and violence. Tubman herself was constantly on the lookout for bounty hunters and
slave catchers, who would stop at nothing to recapture escaped slaves.

Moreover, Tubman had to navigate the treacherous terrain of the South, often facing harsh weather
conditions and physical exhaustion. The psychological challenges were equally daunting; Tubman had
to maintain the morale of the escapees while ensuring their safety and success. Her experiences
shaped her into a resilient leader who was undeterred by adversity.

Legacy of Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman’s legacy extends far beyond her role as a conductor on the Underground Railroad.
She became a symbol of freedom and resistance, inspiring future generations in the fight for civil
rights. After the Civil War, Tubman continued her work as an activist, advocating for women's suffrage
and social justice. Her efforts helped to elevate the status of African Americans and women in society.

In recognition of her contributions, Tubman has been honored in numerous ways. Statues, schools,
and programs have been named after her, and her story continues to be taught in schools across the
country. Furthermore, she is set to be featured on the U.S. $20 bill, a testament to her enduring
impact on American history.

Conclusion

Harriet Tubman, conductor of the Underground Railroad, exemplifies the spirit of courage and
determination in the face of overwhelming odds. Her life’s work not only helped countless individuals
escape slavery but also laid the groundwork for future movements advocating for freedom and
equality. Tubman's legacy serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of fighting for justice and
standing against oppression. Her story continues to inspire individuals today, highlighting the
significance of resilience in the pursuit of freedom.

Q: Who was Harriet Tubman?

A: Harriet Tubman was an African American woman born into slavery who became a prominent
abolitionist and conductor on the Underground Railroad, leading many enslaved individuals to
freedom.

Q: What was the Underground Railroad?

A: The Underground Railroad was a secret network of routes and safe houses used in the 19th century
to help enslaved people escape to free states and Canada.



Q: How many people did Harriet Tubman help escape?

A: Harriet Tubman is credited with helping approximately 70 enslaved people escape to freedom
through her efforts as a conductor on the Underground Railroad.

Q: What were some of the risks Tubman faced?

A: Tubman faced numerous risks, including the threat of capture by slave catchers, harsh weather
conditions, and the danger of being discovered while leading escapees.

Q: After the Civil War, what other causes did Tubman
support?

A: After the Civil War, Tubman became an advocate for women's suffrage and continued to fight for
social justice and civil rights for African Americans.

Q: How is Harriet Tubman remembered today?

A: Harriet Tubman is remembered as a symbol of freedom and resilience, with numerous honors
including statues, historical sites, and her upcoming portrayal on the U.S. $20 bill.

Q: What motivated Harriet Tubman to return to the South to
rescue others?

A: Tubman was motivated by her desire to free her family and others from slavery, driven by her own
experiences and the belief in the right to freedom for all.

Q: What impact did Harriet Tubman have on the abolitionist
movement?

A: Tubman played a crucial role in the abolitionist movement, inspiring others through her bravery
and actions, and demonstrating that escape from slavery was possible.

Q: What were some strategies that Tubman used to navigate
the Underground Railroad?

A: Tubman used strategies such as traveling at night, changing routes frequently, and using coded
language to communicate with other abolitionists and escapees.

Q: Why is Harriet Tubman considered a national hero?

A: Harriet Tubman is considered a national hero for her courageous efforts to fight against slavery,
her role in helping others gain freedom, and her lasting impact on civil rights.
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