
harley davidson ultra classic clutch plate bolt
torque spec
harley davidson ultra classic clutch plate bolt torque spec is a critical aspect of maintaining
the performance and reliability of your motorcycle. Properly torqued bolts ensure that the clutch
assembly operates smoothly, preventing slippage and ensuring optimal power transfer from the
engine to the transmission. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the torque specifications for
the clutch plate bolts of the Harley Davidson Ultra Classic, the importance of adhering to these
specifications, and the tools and techniques required to carry out this essential maintenance task.
Additionally, we will discuss potential issues that may arise if the torque specs are not followed and
provide tips for troubleshooting.

This guide is aimed at both novice and experienced motorcycle enthusiasts who want to ensure their
Harley Davidson Ultra Classic operates at peak performance. The following sections will cover the
torque specifications, the significance of proper torque, the tools needed, and a detailed step-by-step
guide for replacing clutch plate bolts.
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Understanding Torque Specifications
Torque specifications are critical values that define how tight a bolt should be when installed. For the
Harley Davidson Ultra Classic, the clutch plate bolt torque spec is typically measured in foot-pounds
(ft-lbs). Adhering to these specifications is essential for ensuring that the clutch assembly functions
correctly. Each model year may have slight variations in specifications, so it is important to consult
the service manual for the exact values applicable to your motorcycle.

General Torque Specifications
The general torque specification for the clutch plate bolts on a Harley Davidson Ultra Classic ranges
between 10 to 15 ft-lbs, depending on the specific model and year. It is advisable to check the



owner’s manual or a service manual for the exact figure. In some cases, the manufacturer may
specify a different torque range for different sizes of bolts used in the clutch assembly.

Factors Influencing Torque Specifications
Several factors can influence the required torque specifications, including:

Material of the bolt and clutch plate

Environmental conditions (temperature and humidity)

Presence of lubrication on threads

Wear and tear on the components

Understanding these factors can help ensure that you achieve the proper torque when working on
your motorcycle.

Importance of Proper Torque
Proper torque is vital for the performance and longevity of the motorcycle's clutch system. When
clutch plate bolts are not tightened to the correct torque, several issues can arise. These include
premature wear of the clutch components, difficulty in shifting gears, and even complete clutch
failure in severe cases.

Benefits of Adhering to Torque Specifications
There are several benefits to following the correct torque specifications:

Improved Performance: Correct torque ensures that the clutch engages and disengages
smoothly, allowing for better power transfer.

Enhanced Safety: A properly functioning clutch reduces the risk of accidents due to
unexpected gear shifts or clutch slip.

Increased Longevity: Proper installation prolongs the lifespan of clutch components, saving
time and money on future repairs.

Tools Required
To replace the clutch plate bolts and ensure they are torqued correctly, you will need a specific set of
tools. Having the right tools not only makes the job easier but also helps achieve the desired torque.
The essential tools include:



Torque wrench

Socket set

Ratchet

Thread locker (if recommended)

Cleaning supplies (degreaser, rags)

Each tool plays a crucial role in the process, ensuring that the bolts are tightened to the specified
torque without damaging the components.

Step-by-Step Guide to Replacing Clutch Plate Bolts
Replacing the clutch plate bolts on a Harley Davidson Ultra Classic is a task that can be accomplished
with some mechanical knowledge. Follow these steps for a successful replacement:

Gather Tools: Ensure all necessary tools are on hand.1.

Prepare the Motorcycle: Place the motorcycle on a stable surface and ensure it is in gear to2.
prevent movement.

Remove the Clutch Cover: Unscrew and take off the clutch cover to access the clutch plate.3.

Inspect Components: Check the clutch plate and bolts for wear or damage before proceeding.4.

Clean the Area: Use degreaser to clean the threads of the bolts and the clutch plate to ensure5.
optimal adhesion.

Apply Thread Locker: If recommended, apply thread locker to the bolts before installation.6.

Install New Bolts: Insert the new clutch plate bolts and hand-tighten them initially.7.

Torque Bolts: Use the torque wrench to tighten the bolts to the specified torque (10-15 ft-lbs).8.

Reassemble: Reinstall the clutch cover and ensure all screws are tightened to their9.
specifications.

Test: Start the motorcycle and test the clutch operation to ensure everything is functioning10.
correctly.

Common Issues from Improper Torque
Failing to adhere to the correct torque specifications can lead to several issues, some of which can be



quite serious. Common problems include:

Clutch Slippage: Insufficient torque can cause the clutch to slip, leading to poor acceleration
and performance.

Over-Tightening: Too much torque can strip the threads or crack the clutch plate, resulting in
costly repairs.

Difficulty Shifting Gears: Improperly torqued bolts may lead to issues with gear engagement,
making it hard to shift smoothly.

Being aware of these issues can help you avoid costly mistakes and ensure your motorcycle remains
in optimal condition.

Conclusion
Understanding the harley davidson ultra classic clutch plate bolt torque spec is essential for
maintaining your motorcycle's performance and reliability. Proper torque ensures that the clutch
system operates efficiently, minimizing wear and potential failures. By following the appropriate steps
and using the right tools, you can successfully replace and torque the clutch plate bolts to the
manufacturer's specifications. This meticulous attention to detail not only enhances your riding
experience but also contributes to the longevity of your Harley Davidson Ultra Classic.

Q: What is the torque specification for the Harley Davidson
Ultra Classic clutch plate bolts?
A: The torque specification for the Harley Davidson Ultra Classic clutch plate bolts typically ranges
between 10 to 15 ft-lbs, depending on the model and year.

Q: Why is it important to follow torque specifications?
A: Following torque specifications is crucial for ensuring that the clutch assembly functions correctly,
preventing issues like slippage, difficulty in shifting, and potential damage to the components.

Q: What tools do I need to replace the clutch plate bolts?
A: Essential tools include a torque wrench, socket set, ratchet, thread locker, and cleaning supplies
such as degreaser and rags.

Q: What can happen if I over-tighten the clutch plate bolts?
A: Over-tightening can strip the threads of the bolts or crack the clutch plate, leading to costly repairs
and potential safety hazards.



Q: How do I know if my clutch plate bolts are torqued
correctly?
A: Use a torque wrench to ensure that each bolt is tightened to the specified torque value, which for
the Ultra Classic is typically between 10 to 15 ft-lbs.

Q: Can I use lubricant on the threads of the bolts?
A: It is generally advisable to avoid lubricant on the threads unless specified in the service manual, as
it can affect the torque readings.

Q: How often should I check the torque on my clutch plate
bolts?
A: It is recommended to check the torque on clutch plate bolts during regular maintenance intervals
or whenever you perform clutch-related repairs.

Q: What signs indicate that my clutch needs attention?
A: Signs include difficulty shifting gears, slipping of the clutch during acceleration, and unusual noises
when engaging the clutch.

Q: Is it safe to ride with improperly torqued clutch plate
bolts?
A: No, riding with improperly torqued bolts can lead to severe mechanical failures and pose a safety
risk to the rider. Always ensure proper torque specifications are followed.
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