
harley davidson sv servi car workshop
manual 1940 1958
harley davidson sv servi car workshop manual 1940 1958 is an essential resource for
enthusiasts and mechanics who wish to maintain, repair, or restore the iconic Harley
Davidson SV Servi-Car models manufactured between 1940 and 1958. This workshop
manual provides comprehensive guidance on the technical specifications, maintenance
schedules, and repair techniques necessary to keep these unique vehicles in optimal
condition. In this article, we will delve into the features of the manual, its historical
significance, key maintenance tips, and the importance of preserving the Harley Davidson
legacy. With detailed insights and practical advice, this article serves as a vital resource
for anyone interested in the Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car.
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Introduction to the Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car

The Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car, introduced in the early 1940s, is a three-wheeled
vehicle designed primarily for commercial use, particularly by police departments and
delivery services. Its unique design features a front-mounted motorcycle engine and a rear
cargo area, making it practical for various applications. The Servi-Car was characterized
by its stability, durability, and ease of use, which contributed to its popularity during its
production years.

The Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car was equipped with a 45-cubic inch flathead engine,
providing reliable performance for short-distance travel. Its design also incorporated a
unique suspension system that offered improved handling compared to traditional
motorcycles. These characteristics made the Servi-Car an indispensable tool for many
businesses and agencies, as it allowed for efficient transportation of goods and personnel.



Overview of the Workshop Manual

The Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car workshop manual from 1940 to 1958 serves as a
comprehensive guide for both mechanics and hobbyists. This manual includes detailed
diagrams, specifications, and procedures necessary for the maintenance and repair of the
vehicle. It encompasses various aspects of the Servi-Car, including engine assembly,
electrical systems, and troubleshooting techniques.

One of the primary purposes of the workshop manual is to provide clear instructions that
facilitate understanding and execution of repairs. The manual is structured to guide users
through the various maintenance tasks, ensuring that even those with limited mechanical
knowledge can follow along.

Contents of the Workshop Manual

The workshop manual typically includes the following sections:

Technical Specifications

Engine Maintenance and Repair

Electrical System Troubleshooting

Body and Frame Repair

Brake and Suspension Maintenance

Parts Lists and Diagrams

Each section is designed to provide thorough coverage of the respective topic, ensuring
that users have all the information they need to perform successful maintenance or
repairs.

Key Features of the SV Servi-Car

The Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car is distinguished by several key features that set it apart
from traditional motorcycles. Understanding these features helps in grasping the vehicle's
capabilities and maintenance requirements.

Engine Specifications



The Servi-Car is powered by a 45-cubic inch (750 cc) flathead V-twin engine, renowned for
its reliability and simplicity. This engine was designed for ease of service, and it plays a
crucial role in the vehicle's overall performance.

Design and Structure

The three-wheeled design of the SV Servi-Car provides excellent stability, making it an
ideal choice for urban environments and commercial use. Its cargo area, located behind
the driver, allows for transporting goods, which is a significant advantage for businesses.

Braking and Suspension System

The braking system of the Servi-Car features drum brakes on all three wheels, ensuring
effective stopping power. The suspension system includes a unique configuration that
enhances ride comfort and handling, making it suitable for various road conditions.

Maintenance and Repair Guidelines

Proper maintenance is essential to ensure the longevity and performance of the Harley
Davidson SV Servi-Car. The workshop manual outlines several key maintenance tasks that
should be performed regularly.

Routine Maintenance Tasks

Regular maintenance tasks include:

Oil changes: Replace engine oil every 1,000 miles or annually, whichever comes first.

Brake inspections: Check brake linings and adjust as necessary to ensure effective
braking performance.

Tire maintenance: Regularly inspect tires for wear and maintain proper inflation
levels.

Electrical system checks: Ensure all lights and signals are functional and replace any
burnt-out bulbs.

Cleaning and lubrication: Keep moving parts clean and lubricated to reduce wear
and enhance performance.



Common Repairs and Troubleshooting

The workshop manual also details common repairs, including:

Engine rebuilds: Step-by-step instructions for disassembling and reassembling the
engine.

Electrical repairs: Troubleshooting guides for diagnosing and fixing electrical issues.

Bodywork: Techniques for repairing minor dents and scratches on the body.

By following the guidelines outlined in the workshop manual, owners can effectively
maintain their Servi-Car, ensuring it remains in excellent working condition.

Historical Significance and Legacy

The Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car holds a prominent place in American automotive
history. Its introduction during World War II and subsequent use by various government
agencies and businesses showcases its versatility and practicality.

The Servi-Car was not just a vehicle; it became a symbol of American ingenuity and
resilience. Its design catered to the needs of the time, providing a reliable mode of
transportation for essential services. The legacy of the SV Servi-Car continues today, as
collectors and enthusiasts restore and preserve these vehicles, keeping the spirit of Harley
Davidson alive.

Conclusion

In summary, the Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car workshop manual from 1940 to 1958 is an
invaluable resource for anyone involved with these remarkable vehicles. With detailed
maintenance instructions, repair guidelines, and a thorough understanding of the vehicle's
features, this manual empowers users to keep their Servi-Car in top condition. As
enthusiasts continue to appreciate the historical significance of the Servi-Car, the
workshop manual remains a critical tool in preserving the legacy of Harley Davidson.

Q: What is the purpose of the Harley Davidson SV Servi-
Car workshop manual?
A: The workshop manual provides detailed instructions, specifications, and maintenance
guidelines for the Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car models produced between 1940 and
1958. It serves as a comprehensive resource for mechanics and enthusiasts.



Q: How often should I perform maintenance on my SV
Servi-Car?
A: Routine maintenance should be performed every 1,000 miles or at least annually. This
includes oil changes, brake inspections, and tire checks.

Q: What are the key features of the Harley Davidson SV
Servi-Car?
A: Key features include a 45-cubic inch flathead V-twin engine, three-wheeled design for
stability, drum brakes on all wheels, and a cargo area for transporting goods.

Q: Can I repair the electrical system on my Servi-Car?
A: Yes, the workshop manual provides troubleshooting guides for diagnosing and repairing
electrical issues, making it accessible for those with basic mechanical skills.

Q: Why is the Harley Davidson SV Servi-Car historically
significant?
A: The SV Servi-Car played a crucial role during World War II and was widely used by
police and businesses, symbolizing American ingenuity and resilience in transportation.

Q: Where can I find a copy of the workshop manual?
A: Copies of the workshop manual can often be found through vintage motorcycle clubs,
online marketplaces, or specialized bookstores that focus on automotive literature.

Q: What maintenance tasks should I prioritize for my
Servi-Car?
A: Prioritize oil changes, brake inspections, tire maintenance, and regular checks of the
electrical system to ensure safe and efficient operation.

Q: Are replacement parts for the SV Servi-Car readily
available?
A: Replacement parts can be sourced from specialized retailers, online platforms, and
vintage motorcycle shows, though availability may vary for older models.



Q: How do I clean and maintain the body of my Servi-
Car?
A: Regularly wash the body with mild soap and water, check for rust, and apply wax to
protect the finish. Repairs for minor dents can be done following the guidelines in the
workshop manual.

Harley Davidson Sv Servi Car Workshop Manual 1940 1958

Harley Davidson Sv Servi Car Workshop Manual 1940 1958

Related Articles
hardy weinberg problem set answer key
guided reading activities year 3
gujarati ukhana with answer

Back to Home

https://www.incase.study/archive-ga-23-26/harley-davidson-sv-servi-car-workshop-manual-1940-1958.pdf
https://www.incase.study/archive-ga-23-26/hardy-weinberg-problem-set-answer-key.pdf
https://www.incase.study/archive-ga-23-26/guided-reading-activities-year-3.pdf
https://www.incase.study/archive-ga-23-26/gujarati-ukhana-with-answer.pdf
https://www.incase.study

