hackerrank sql questions and answers

Hackerrank SQL questions and answers are essential resources for anyone looking to enhance their SQL
skills, particularly in a competitive job market. HackerRank, a well-known coding platform, provides
numerous challenges that can help both beginners and seasoned developers refine their SQL abilities
through practical application. This article will delve into the types of SQL questions you might encounter
on HackerRank, provide insights into how to approach these questions, and offer some sample questions and

answers to help you prepare effectively.

Understanding HackerRank SQL Challenges

HackerRank’s SQL challenges are designed to test a wide range of SQL skills, from basic queries to complex
data manipulations. These challenges often reflect real-world scenarios that data analysts, data scientists, and

developers might face in their jobs.

Types of SQL Questions

1. Basic Queries: These questions typically involve simple SELECT statements, filtering data with WHERE
clauses, and using aggregate functions like COUNT, SUM, AVG, etc.

2. Joins: Many challenges focus on JOIN operations, including INNER JOIN, LEFT JOIN, RIGHT JOIN,
and FULL OUTER JOIN. Understanding how to correctly join tables is crucial for extracting meaningful

insights from relational databases.

3. Subqueries: Questions may require the use of subqueries, which are nested queries used to perform

operations on the result of another query.

4. Window Functions: More advanced questions might involve window functions (e.g.,
ROW_NUMBER(), RANK(), DENSE_RANK()) for performing calculations across a set of table rows that

are somehow related to the current row.

5. Data Manipulation: Some challenges might involve INSERT, UPDATE, or DELETE operations,

requiring you to modify existing data in a database.

6. Set Operations: Questions may include using UNION, INTERSECT, or EXCEPT to combine the results

of two or more queries.

7. Cursors and Triggers: Advanced SQL challenges might introduce cursors for row-by-row processing or



triggers for automatically executing commands in response to certain events.

How to Approach HackerRank SQL Questions

To excel in HackerRank SQL challenges, adopting a systematic approach can significantly enhance your

performance. Here are some strategies to consider:

1. Understand the Problem Statement

Before diving into coding, take the time to thoroughly read and understand the problem statement.

Identify:
- The tables involved

- The required output

- Any specific conditions or constraints

2. Break Down the Query

When formulating your SQL query, break down the requirements into smaller, manageable parts. This

might involve:

- Identifying the columns you need to select
- Determining the necessary JOIN operations

- Considering any filtering conditions

3. Test Incrementally

Start by writing and testing small parts of your SQL query. This approach allows you to validate each

section before combining everything into a complete query.

4. Optimize Your Query

After successfully writing a query, review it for efficiency. Look for opportunities to reduce complexity,

such as eliminating unnecessary joins or subqueries.



5. Practice Regularly

The more you practice, the more comfortable you will become with SQL syntax and logic. Use

HackerRank's vast library of SQL problems to hone your skills continually.

Sample HackerRank SQL Questions and Answers

Here are a few examples of typical HackerRank SQL questions, along with their corresponding answers to

help illustrate the concepts discussed.

Question 1: Retrieve All Employee Names

Problem Statement: Write a query to retrieve all employee names from the "Employees" table.

SQL Query:

“sql
SELECT name FROM Employees;

Explanation: This simple query uses the SELECT statement to fetch the 'name' column from the

'Employees’ table.

Question 2: Count Employees by Department

Problem Statement: Write a query to count how many employees are in each department.

SQL Query:

“gql

SELECT department_id, COUNT() AS number_of_employees
FROM Employees

GROUP BY department_id;

Explanation: This query groups the employees by 'department_id' and counts the number of employees in

each department.



Question 3: Find Highest Paid Employee

Problem Statement: Write a query to find the name and salary of the highest-paid employee.

SQL Query:

“gql

SELECT name, salary

FROM Employees

WHERE salary = (SELECT MAX(salary) FROM Employees);

Explanation: This query uses a subquery to find the maximum salary and retrieves the name and salary of

the employee who earns that amount.

Question 4: Retrieve Employees with Salary Greater than Average

Problem Statement: Write a query to retrieve names of employees whose salary is above the average

salary of all employees.

SQL Query:

“gql

SELECT name
FROM Employees

WHERE salary > (SELECT AVG(salary) FROM Employees);

Explanation: This query calculates the average salary and selects the names of employees earning more

than that average.

Tips for Success on HackerRank

To maximize your success on HackerRank, consider the following tips:

- Familiarize Yourself with SQL Functions: Understanding various SQL functions and how to apply them

can save time and improve your query-writing skills.

- Review Sample Solutions: After attempting a problem, review other users’ solutions to gain different

perspectives and techniques.



- Participate in Discussions: Engage in community discussions on HackerRank to share knowledge and

learn from others.

- Keep Learning: SQL is a vast language with many advanced concepts. Continuous learning through

courses, books, and practice will help you stay updated.

Conclusion

Hackerrank SQL questions and answers serve as a vital tool for honing your SQL skills and preparing for

technical interviews. By understanding the different types of questions and employing effective strategies
to tackle them, you can greatly improve your proficiency in SQL. Regular practice, along with reviewing
sample queries and engaging with the community, will enhance your problem-solving abilities, ultimately

making you a more competent and confident SQL developer.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are some common types of SQL questions asked in HackerRank
challenges?

Common types of SQL questions include queries for data retrieval, aggregations, joins, subqueries, and

window functions. They often test understanding of basic SQL syntax as well as complex query capabilities.

How can I prepare for SQL challenges on HackerRank?

To prepare for SQL challenges, practice regularly on HackerRank, review SQL concepts, work on sample

problems, and familiarize yourself with the platform's interface and tools.

Are there any specific SQL functions that are frequently tested in
HackerRank?

Yes, functions like COUNT(), SUM(), AVG(), MIN(), MAX(), and various JOIN operations are frequently
tested. Additionally, understanding GROUP BY and HAVING clauses is crucial.

‘What strategies can help in solving difficult SQL problems on
HackerRank?

Breaking down the problem into smaller parts, writing out the SQL query step-by-step, and testing your

queries incrementally can help. Also, reviewing similar problems and solutions can provide insights.



How important is understanding database normalization for HackerRank
SQL challenges?

Understanding database normalization is important as it helps in designing efficient queries and

understanding the relationships between tables, which is often required in complex SQL questions.

Can you provide an example of a typical SQL question from HackerRank?

A typical question might ask you to retrieve the names of employees who earn more than the average

salary in their department, requiring the use of subqueries and aggregation functions.

‘What resources can I use to improve my SQL skills for HackerRank?

Resources include online courses on platforms like Coursera and Udemy, SQL textbooks, practice problems

on HackerRank, and interactive coding platforms such as LeetCode and SQLZoo.
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