
hackberry general store history
Hackberry General Store stands as a testament to the spirit of Americana,
encapsulating the charm and nostalgia of a simpler time. Located along
Historic Route 66 in Hackberry, Arizona, this iconic establishment has become
a pilgrimage site for road trippers, history buffs, and anyone yearning for a
taste of the past. With its rustic exterior adorned with vintage signs and
memorabilia, Hackberry General Store offers more than just souvenirs; it
provides a glimpse into the rich tapestry of American culture and the
evolution of one of the most famous highways in the United States.

Historical Background

Hackberry General Store has its roots in the early days of Route 66, which
was established in 1926. This highway became a vital artery for
transportation and commerce across the United States, connecting Chicago to
Santa Monica. Hackberry, a small community, flourished during this era due to
its strategic location along the route.

Origins of Hackberry

- Founding: The town of Hackberry was named after the hackberry trees that
grew abundantly in the region. It was initially a mining town, and its
economy thrived on the nearby silver and copper mines.
- Growth: As Route 66 gained popularity, Hackberry transformed into a
stopover for travelers, providing essential services such as gas stations,
diners, and lodging for weary road trippers.

The Birth of the General Store

- Establishment: Hackberry General Store was established in the 1950s as a
general store to cater to the growing number of travelers along Route 66.
- Community Hub: It quickly became a community hub, offering groceries,
supplies, and a place for locals and travelers to gather, share stories, and
enjoy refreshments.

The Store Through the Decades

As the decades rolled on, Hackberry General Store witnessed the ebb and flow
of traffic along Route 66, adapting to changing times while maintaining its
authentic charm.



The Golden Age of Route 66

- 1950s-1960s: During the 1950s and 1960s, Route 66 reached its peak
popularity. The Hackberry General Store thrived, benefiting from the boom in
automobile travel and tourism.
- Cultural Significance: The store became a cultural landmark, featured in
various films, songs, and literature that celebrated the freedom of the open
road.

The Decline of Route 66

- Interstate System: In the 1970s, the construction of the Interstate Highway
System led to a decline in traffic on Route 66. Many businesses along the
route, including Hackberry General Store, faced challenges as travelers opted
for faster, more direct routes.
- Closure: By the 1980s, the store had closed its doors as business dwindled.
It became a shadow of its former self, a ghost of the vibrant highway culture
that once thrived.

Revival and Restoration

- Rediscovery: In the late 1990s, the store was rediscovered by enthusiasts
of Route 66 and Americana. This led to a renewed interest in the history of
the highway and its landmarks.
- Restoration: In 2001, the store was restored by new owners, who sought to
recapture its charm and significance. They filled it with vintage
memorabilia, Route 66 signs, and souvenirs, transforming it into a vibrant
stop for modern travelers.

What Makes Hackberry General Store Special

Hackberry General Store is more than just a relic of the past; it is a
vibrant celebration of American culture, offering visitors a unique
experience that engages all the senses.

Unique Atmosphere

- Vintage Decor: The store is adorned with vintage signs, gas pumps, and
other memorabilia from the mid-20th century, creating a nostalgic atmosphere
that transports visitors back in time.
- Community Spirit: The store often hosts events and gatherings, fostering a
sense of community and connection among visitors and locals alike.



Products and Souvenirs

Visitors to Hackberry General Store can find a wide range of products and
souvenirs, including:

1. Route 66 Memorabilia: T-shirts, postcards, and souvenirs celebrating the
iconic highway.
2. Local Arts and Crafts: Handcrafted items from local artisans, showcasing
the creativity of the surrounding community.
3. Snacks and Drinks: A selection of classic American snacks, sodas, and
refreshments, perfect for road-trippers.
4. Gifts: Unique gifts that reflect the history and culture of Route 66.

Impact on the Community and Tourism

Hackberry General Store has played a significant role in the revival of
interest in Route 66 and tourism in the area.

Tourism Attraction

- Pilgrimage Site: The store has become a must-visit destination for those
traveling along Route 66, attracting thousands of visitors each year who are
eager to experience a piece of history.
- Cultural Events: The store participates in various Route 66 events and
festivals, further solidifying its status as a cultural landmark.

Community Engagement

- Local Economy: By attracting tourists, Hackberry General Store contributes
to the local economy, providing jobs and supporting nearby businesses.
- Preservation Efforts: The store has inspired efforts to preserve the
history and heritage of Route 66, fostering a sense of pride in the local
community.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Hackberry General Store is not just a store; it is a symbol of
the enduring legacy of Route 66 and the spirit of American adventure. Its
rich history reflects the changes in transportation, culture, and community
that have shaped the United States over the decades. The store stands as a
reminder of a time when the journey was just as important as the destination,
inviting visitors to step back in time and experience the charm and nostalgia



of a bygone era. Whether you are a seasoned road tripper or a curious
traveler, a stop at Hackberry General Store is sure to leave you with lasting
memories and a deeper appreciation for the history of the open road.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Hackberry General Store known for?
Hackberry General Store is known for its nostalgic atmosphere, memorabilia,
and as a popular stop along Route 66, celebrating the history of American
roadside culture.

When was Hackberry General Store established?
Hackberry General Store was established in the 1920s, making it a historic
landmark along the famous Route 66.

What significant events have shaped the history of
Hackberry General Store?
Hackberry General Store has witnessed the rise and decline of Route 66
travel, the impact of the interstate highway system, and the resurgence of
interest in vintage Americana.

Who owns Hackberry General Store today?
Hackberry General Store is currently owned by a private individual who
continues to maintain its legacy and welcomes visitors from around the world.

What types of items can visitors find at Hackberry
General Store?
Visitors can find a variety of items including Route 66 souvenirs, vintage
signs, candy, and unique gifts that reflect the Americana spirit.

How does Hackberry General Store contribute to Route
66 tourism?
Hackberry General Store serves as a significant attraction for Route 66
tourism by offering a glimpse into the past and a place for travelers to
gather and share stories.

Has Hackberry General Store appeared in any films or



media?
Yes, Hackberry General Store has been featured in various documentaries and
travel shows highlighting Route 66 and its iconic landmarks.

What renovations or changes have occurred at
Hackberry General Store over the years?
While maintaining its original charm, Hackberry General Store has undergone
some renovations to preserve the building and enhance the visitor experience
without losing its historical essence.

What is the significance of the location of
Hackberry General Store?
Its location along Route 66 made it a vital stop for travelers, embodying the
spirit of the open road and the American travel experience during the
mid-20th century.

How has Hackberry General Store adapted to modern
times?
Hackberry General Store has embraced social media and online marketing to
attract visitors while still celebrating its traditional roots and historic
significance.
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