haben the deafblind woman who conquered
harvard law

Haben the deafblind woman who conquered Harvard Law is an inspiring story of resilience,
determination, and triumph against overwhelming odds. Haben Girma, born to refugee parents from
Eritrea, emerged as a beacon of hope for many, showcasing that disabilities do not define one's
potential. Her journey to becoming the first deafblind graduate of Harvard Law School is not just a
personal achievement; it is a testament to the power of perseverance and the importance of inclusive
education.

The Early Life of Haben Girma

Haben Girma was born on July 29, 1988, in Oakland, California. Her early life was marked by
challenges that would shape her into the formidable advocate she is today.

Growing Up Deafblind

From birth, Haben faced the dual challenges of being deaf and blind. Her condition was a result of a
rare genetic disorder, and she had to navigate a world that often saw her as limited. Yet, her parents
were determined to provide her with a rich and fulfilling life. They instilled in her the belief that she
could achieve anything she set her mind to.

- Supportive Family: Haben's parents played a crucial role in her development by encouraging her to
communicate and learn in ways that worked for her. They advocated for her right to an education and
access to resources.

- Early Education: She attended a special education school where she learned to read and
communicate using Braille and tactile sign language. This early foundation set the stage for her future
academic success.

Academic Journey

Haben's academic journey is a remarkable chapter in her life story. Despite the barriers she faced,
she excelled in her studies and pursued higher education with vigor.

Undergraduate Studies at Lewis & Clark College

Haben enrolled at Lewis & Clark College in Oregon, where she studied sociology and political science.
During her time there, she became involved in various activities that would lay the groundwork for
her advocacy work.



- Student Leadership: She took on leadership roles in student organizations and worked to promote
inclusivity on campus.

- Internships: Through internships and volunteer work, Haben gained valuable experience in advocacy
and public service, further igniting her passion for social justice.

Harvard Law School

Haben's ambition led her to Harvard Law School, where she faced new challenges and opportunities.

- Breaking Barriers: As the first deafblind person to attend Harvard Law, she advocated for
accessibility and inclusion within the institution.

- Innovative Learning: Utilizing technology and innovative communication methods, Haben made the
most of her law school experience, mastering legal concepts and excelling academically.

Advocacy and Impact

After graduating from Harvard Law in 2013, Haben Girma embarked on a career dedicated to
advocacy for people with disabilities. Her work has had a profound impact on the lives of many
individuals and communities.

Legal Advocacy

Haben has worked as a civil rights lawyer, focusing on advocating for the rights of individuals with
disabilities. Her legal expertise has enabled her to address systemic issues and push for change in
various sectors.

- Disability Rights: She has fought for the rights of individuals with disabilities, emphasizing the need
for inclusivity in education, employment, and public services.

- Litigation: Her legal work has included high-profile cases that challenge discriminatory practices and
promote accessibility.

Public Speaking and Education

In addition to her legal work, Haben is a sought-after speaker, sharing her story and advocating for
change across the globe.

- Motivational Speaker: Through her speeches, she inspires others to break down barriers and pursue
their dreams, regardless of their circumstances.

- Workshops and Training: Haben conducts workshops on disability rights, accessibility, and inclusive
practices for organizations and educational institutions.



Achievements and Recognition

Haben Girma's accomplishments have garnered widespread recognition, shining a light on her
incredible journey and the importance of inclusivity.

Awards and Honors

Throughout her career, Haben has received numerous awards for her advocacy work, including:

- National Disability Rights Network Award: Recognizing her contributions to the field of disability
rights.

- Harvard Law School Alumni Achievement Award: Honoring her groundbreaking achievements as a
graduate and advocate.

Media Presence

Haben's story has been featured in various media outlets, further amplifying her message of
resilience and empowerment.

- Documentaries and Interviews: She has appeared in documentaries and interviews, sharing her
experiences and insights on disability rights and inclusivity.

- Books and Publications: Haben is also an accomplished author, contributing to books and articles
that explore the intersection of disability, law, and social justice.

The Importance of Inclusivity and Accessibility

Haben Girma's journey emphasizes the critical need for inclusivity and accessibility in all aspects of
society. Her advocacy work highlights several key areas:

Education

- Access to Resources: All students, regardless of ability, should have access to the resources and
support needed to succeed in their education.

- Inclusive Curriculum: Educational institutions must adopt inclusive curricula that recognize and
celebrate diversity.

Employment

- Workplace Inclusion: Employers must create inclusive workplaces that accommodate individuals
with disabilities, ensuring equal opportunities for all.



- Advocacy for Rights: Legal protections for individuals with disabilities should be enforced to
eliminate discrimination in hiring and employment practices.

Public Services

- Accessible Infrastructure: Public spaces and services must be accessible to all, allowing individuals
with disabilities to navigate their communities freely.

- Community Awareness: Public awareness campaigns can help foster understanding and empathy
towards individuals with disabilities, promoting a more inclusive society.

Conclusion

Haben the deafblind woman who conquered Harvard Law is a powerful reminder that determination
and resilience can overcome even the most daunting challenges. Her journey from a young girl facing
significant barriers to a celebrated advocate is both inspiring and transformative. As she continues to
push for inclusivity and accessibility, Haben Girma stands as a beacon of hope for countless
individuals worldwide, encouraging them to dream big and pursue their passions without limitations.
Her legacy will undoubtedly pave the way for future generations, proving that with courage and
perseverance, anything is possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Haben Girma?

Haben Girma is a deafblind lawyer and advocate for disability rights, known for being the first
deafblind graduate of Harvard Law School.

What challenges did Haben Girma face while attending
Harvard Law School?

Haben faced significant challenges including accessibility issues, communication barriers, and the
need for specialized support to navigate the rigorous academic environment.

How did Haben Girma advocate for herself during her
education?

Haben advocated for herself by seeking out resources, utilizing technology for communication, and
working closely with professors to ensure her needs were met.

What was the significance of Haben Girma's graduation from



Harvard Law?

Her graduation represented a groundbreaking achievement for individuals with disabilities,
highlighting the importance of inclusion and accessibility in higher education.

What kind of work does Haben Girma do after graduating
from Harvard Law?

Haben works as a disability rights lawyer, speaker, and advocate, focusing on promoting accessibility
and inclusion in various sectors.

How does Haben Girma use technology to assist her in daily
life?

Haben uses a combination of braille technology, speech-to-text software, and apps that enhance
communication and navigation to support her daily activities.

What message does Haben Girma convey through her
advocacy?

Haben emphasizes the importance of breaking barriers, fostering understanding, and ensuring that
society is inclusive for people with disabilities.

Has Haben Girma written any books or articles?

Yes, Haben has authored books and articles, including her memoir 'Haben: The Deafblind Woman Who
Conquered Harvard Law,' which details her journey and experiences.

What impact has Haben Girma had on the perception of
disability?

Haben has helped reshape the perception of disability by demonstrating that with determination and
support, individuals with disabilities can achieve remarkable success.
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