
guitar chords to chasing cars

Guitar chords to Chasing Cars by Snow Patrol is a topic that resonates with many guitarists, especially those
who appreciate emotive music. This song, released in 2006, has become an anthem for love and longing,
characterized by its simple yet powerful chord progressions. Whether you are a beginner or an
experienced player, learning to play "Chasing Cars" can enhance your skills and provide a rewarding
musical experience. This article will guide you through the essential chords, strumming patterns, and tips
for playing the song effectively.

Understanding the Basics of "Chasing Cars"

Before diving into the specifics of the guitar chords, it is crucial to understand the structure of the song and
its emotional depth. "Chasing Cars" is built on a few fundamental chords, making it accessible for players at
all levels. The song is known for its repetitive structure, which builds an atmosphere of longing and
introspection.

Song Structure

The structure of "Chasing Cars" can be broken down into several key parts:

1. Intro
2. Verse
3. Chorus
4. Bridge
5. Outro

Each of these sections features a similar chord progression, which contributes to the song's cohesive sound.

Essential Chords

The chords used in "Chasing Cars" are relatively simple and commonly used in many pop and rock songs.
Below are the main chords that you will need to know:

- A Major (A)
- E Major (E)
- C Minor (Cm)



- B Major (B)

Chord Diagrams

For those unfamiliar with the chord shapes, here are the chord diagrams:

- A Major
```
e|---0---
B|---2---
G|---2---
D|---2---
A|---0---
E|-------
```

- E Major
```
e|---0---
B|---0---
G|---1---
D|---2---
A|---2---
E|---0---
```

- C Minor
```
e|---4---
B|---5---
G|---6---
D|---6---
A|---4---
E|-------
```

- B Major
```
e|---2---
B|---4---
G|---4---
D|---4---



A|---2---
E|-------
```

Chord Progression

The chord progression for "Chasing Cars" is relatively straightforward. The main progression used
throughout the song is:

Verse and Chorus Progression:

- A
- E
- Cm
- B

This progression repeats for both the verses and the chorus, allowing players to focus on their strumming
and dynamics rather than complex changes.

Playing the Chords

To effectively play the song, you should practice transitioning between the chords smoothly. Here are
some tips to improve your chord changes:

1. Slow Practice: Start by playing each chord slowly, ensuring you can transition between them without
hesitation.
2. Use a Metronome: Practicing with a metronome can help you maintain consistent timing as you play.
3. Focus on Clean Sound: Make sure each note rings out clearly. If any notes are muted, adjust your finger
positioning.

Strumming Pattern

The strumming pattern for "Chasing Cars" contributes significantly to the song's emotional weight. A
common strumming pattern that works well for this song is:

D-DU-UDU

Where:



- D = Downstroke
- U = Upstroke

This pattern creates a gentle, flowing rhythm that complements the song's lyrical content.

Strumming Tips

- Relax Your Arm: Keep your arm relaxed while strumming to achieve a fluid motion.
- Listen to the Song: Pay attention to the original track to get a feel for the dynamics and accents in the
strumming.
- Experiment: Don’t be afraid to modify the strumming pattern to fit your style or comfort level.

Practice Tips

To master "Chasing Cars," regular practice is key. Here are some effective practice strategies:

1. Break It Down: Focus on one section at a time, whether it's the intro, verse, or chorus.
2. Record Yourself: Listening to recordings of yourself can help identify areas for improvement.
3. Play Along with the Track: Once comfortable, try playing along with the original recording to improve
your timing and feel.

Adding Your Personal Touch

Once you feel confident playing the basic version of "Chasing Cars," consider adding your personal touch.
Here are some ideas:

- Fingerpicking: Experiment with fingerpicking instead of strumming to create a more intimate sound.
- Dynamics: Vary your strumming intensity; play softly during the verses and build up in the chorus for
emotional impact.
- Capo Use: Try placing a capo on different frets to change the key and discover new sounds.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

As you learn "Chasing Cars," be mindful of common pitfalls:

- Rushing Through Chord Changes: Take your time transitioning between chords. Speed will come with



practice.
- Ignoring Dynamics: The song's emotional depth comes from subtle dynamics; pay attention to how you
play.
- Neglecting Timing: Ensure you’re playing in time with the rhythm; practice with a metronome if
necessary.

Conclusion

In conclusion, learning the guitar chords to "Chasing Cars" by Snow Patrol is an enriching experience. The
song’s simple yet profound chord progression and emotive strumming patterns make it a favorite among
both beginners and seasoned players. By focusing on the essential chords, practicing regularly, and adding
your personal flair, you can bring this beautiful song to life. So grab your guitar, immerse yourself in the
music, and let "Chasing Cars" resonate within you. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic guitar chords for 'Chasing Cars'?
The basic chords for 'Chasing Cars' are A, E, and D.

Is 'Chasing Cars' played with a capo?
Yes, many players use a capo on the 2nd fret to match the original key.

What is the strumming pattern for 'Chasing Cars'?
A common strumming pattern is D-DU-UDU (Down, Down-Up, Up-Down-Up).

What is the time signature of 'Chasing Cars'?
The song is in 4/4 time signature.

Are there any barre chords in 'Chasing Cars'?
No, the song primarily uses open chords, making it beginner-friendly.

Can 'Chasing Cars' be played fingerstyle?
Yes, 'Chasing Cars' can be effectively played using fingerstyle techniques.



What key is 'Chasing Cars' originally in?
The original key of 'Chasing Cars' is A major.

How long does it take to learn 'Chasing Cars' on guitar?
With practice, most beginners can learn the basics of 'Chasing Cars' in a few hours.

Are there any online tutorials for 'Chasing Cars'?
Yes, there are many video tutorials available on platforms like YouTube.
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