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Guiding Light cast where are they now – The beloved soap opera "Guiding Light" graced
television screens for over seven decades, captivating audiences with its intricate
storylines and memorable characters. As one of the longest-running television shows in
history, it provided a platform for many actors who would go on to achieve great success
in their careers. But what happened to the talented cast members who brought their
characters to life? In this article, we will explore the journeys of some of the most notable
actors from "Guiding Light," revealing where they are now and how the show impacted
their lives.

Overview of "Guiding Light"

"Guiding Light" first premiered in 1937 as a radio program before transitioning to
television in 1952. Created by Irna Phillips, it was known for its deep character
development and dramatic narratives, often addressing complex social issues. The show
was set in the fictional town of Springfield and followed the lives of the Bauer, Lewis, and
Spaulding families, among others. Over the years, "Guiding Light" garnered numerous
awards, including multiple Daytime Emmy Awards, and developed a loyal fan base.

After its cancellation in 2009, many fans have wondered what became of the actors who
played their favorite roles. Below, we’ll take a closer look at some of the standout cast
members and their current endeavors.

Notable Cast Members

1. Kim Zimmer (Reva Shayne)

Kim Zimmer is perhaps one of the most iconic characters from "Guiding Light." As Reva
Shayne, she became a household name and won multiple Daytime Emmy Awards for her
performance.

- Where Is She Now? After "Guiding Light," Zimmer continued her acting career,
appearing in various television series such as "One Life to Live," and "The Bold and the
Beautiful." In addition to her television work, she has also taken on roles in theater,
including performances on Broadway. Zimmer is also an author, having penned a memoir
titled "Kim Zimmer: The Unvarnished Truth," which details her life and career.

2. Robert Newman (Josh Lewis)

Robert Newman played the charming Josh Lewis, who was often entangled in complex



romantic relationships throughout the show.

- Where Is He Now? Following the end of "Guiding Light," Newman took a break from
acting but eventually returned to the stage, performing in various theater productions. He
also appeared in a few television series, including "The Bay," a daytime web series. In
recent years, Newman has returned to his roots in theater, participating in local
productions and workshops.

3. Crystal Chappell (Olivia Spencer)

Crystal Chappell portrayed Olivia Spencer, a character known for her fierce independence
and tumultuous relationships.

- Where Is She Now? After "Guiding Light," Chappell became involved in the web series
format, co-creating and starring in "Venice: The Series." The show was highly praised and
won several awards, showcasing her ability to adapt to modern storytelling methods.
Additionally, she has appeared in various guest roles on television and continues to be
active in the industry.

4. John Driscoll (Josh Lewis)

John Driscoll played the role of Coop Cooper, who brought charm and humor to the show.

- Where Is He Now? Driscoll has continued his work in television, making guest
appearances on shows like "The Young and the Restless." He also has experience in
theater and has participated in various productions across the country. More recently, he
has taken on a role in the popular series "The Bay."

5. Jessica Leccia (Natalia Rivera)

Jessica Leccia played Natalia Rivera, a character that resonated with many viewers due to
her authentic and relatable storyline.

- Where Is She Now? After "Guiding Light," Leccia starred in the web series "Venice: The
Series" alongside Crystal Chappell. She has also appeared in several TV shows, including
"The Young and the Restless." Leccia remains active in the acting community and
continues to engage with her fans through social media.

Other Cast Members and Their Journeys

While the main characters often steal the spotlight, "Guiding Light" featured numerous
supporting and recurring cast members who contributed to the show's legacy. Here are a
few notable mentions:



- Frank Grillo (Hank Bennett): After his time on "Guiding Light," Grillo became a well-
known film actor, appearing in major franchises such as "The Purge" and "Captain
America." He has carved out a successful career in Hollywood and continues to work on
various projects.

- Marnie Schulenburg (Alison Stewart): Schulenburg has appeared in several television
shows, including "As the World Turns," where she portrayed a different character. She has
also worked in theater and has been involved in various independent film projects.

- Gina Tognoni (Dinah Marler): Tognoni won a Daytime Emmy award for her role in
"Guiding Light" and later appeared in "One Life to Live" and "The Young and the Restless."
She is still active in the soap opera world and has a strong following.

The Impact of "Guiding Light" on Actors' Careers

The legacy of "Guiding Light" extends beyond its viewership; it has significantly influenced
the careers of its cast members. Here are some key points regarding its impact:

1. Career Launchpad: For many actors, "Guiding Light" served as a launching pad into
more significant roles in television and film. It helped them hone their craft in front of a
live audience, providing invaluable experience.

2. Networking Opportunities: The soap opera industry is tightly knit, and working on
"Guiding Light" allowed actors to build relationships with industry professionals. Many
actors from the show have collaborated on other projects, creating a sense of community.

3. Recognition and Awards: Many cast members received critical acclaim for their
performances on the show, resulting in nominations and wins for prestigious awards. This
recognition has opened doors for many actors in their post-soap careers.

4. Diverse Career Paths: While some actors continued to work in soap operas, others
ventured into theater, film, and web series, demonstrating the versatility of the skills they
developed on "Guiding Light."

Conclusion

The Guiding Light cast where are they now is a testament to the enduring impact of the
show on its actors' lives and careers. From soap operas to theater and film, many cast
members have successfully navigated their post-"Guiding Light" journeys, proving that the
skills and experiences they gained on the show have far-reaching benefits. As fans
continue to cherish the memories of Springfield and its inhabitants, the legacy of "Guiding
Light" remains alive through the ongoing careers of its talented cast.



Frequently Asked Questions

What happened to Susan Flannery, who played
Stephanie Forrester on 'Guiding Light'?
Susan Flannery retired from acting after 'Guiding Light' ended in 2009 and has since
focused on personal projects and spending time with family.

Is Kim Zimmer, who portrayed Reva Shayne, still
acting?
Yes, Kim Zimmer continues to act and has appeared in various stage productions and
guest roles on television since 'Guiding Light' ended.

Where is John Driscoll, known for his role as Henry
Cooper on 'Guiding Light'?
John Driscoll has continued to work in the entertainment industry, taking on roles in other
soap operas and television shows.

What is Crystal Chappell doing now after her role as
Olivia Spencer?
Crystal Chappell has been involved in web series, including 'Venice: The Series,' and has
also produced and directed various projects.

Has Tom Pelphrey, who played Jonathan Randall, found
success in other projects?
Yes, Tom Pelphrey has achieved success in television and film, including roles in 'Ozark'
and 'Iron Fist,' earning critical acclaim for his performances.

What is the current status of Beth Chamberlin, who
played Beth Raines?
Beth Chamberlin has remained active in the industry, appearing in various television
shows and participating in soap opera conventions.

Where is Jeffrey Meek, who portrayed the dual roles of
Alan-Michael Spaulding?
Jeffrey Meek has continued his acting career, taking on roles in various television series
and films, as well as working in theater.



Has David Andrew MacDonald, known for his role as
Billy Lewis, retired from acting?
David Andrew MacDonald has stepped back from acting but remains involved in the arts
through writing and directing.

What are the latest projects of Gina Tognoni, who
played Dinah Marler?
Gina Tognoni has worked on various television projects, including her recent role in 'The
Young and the Restless,' and continues to be active in the soap opera community.

Is there any reunion planned for the 'Guiding Light'
cast?
While there have been discussions among cast members, no official reunion has been
confirmed, although fans often express interest in one.
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