
guides choice hares ear nymph
Guides choice hares ear nymph is a staple in the fly fishing world, revered by anglers for its versatility
and effectiveness across various freshwater environments. This nymph pattern, designed to imitate
the natural food sources of trout and other freshwater species, has become a go-to choice for many
seasoned fly fishers. In this article, we will explore its characteristics, tying techniques, and strategies
for successful use in different fishing scenarios.

Understanding the Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph

The Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph is a specific variation of the classic Hares Ear nymph. It is
designed to mimic the appearance and movement of a variety of aquatic insects, particularly
mayflies, caddisflies, and midges. The pattern is especially effective in imitating the natural food
sources of trout, making it a must-have in any angler's fly box.

Key Characteristics

1. Coloration: The nymph is typically a blend of natural colors, including tan, olive, and brown. This
coloration helps it blend into the aquatic environment, making it less suspicious to fish.

2. Body Structure: The body of the Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph is usually made from hare's ear
fur, which gives it a buggy appearance. This texture is crucial for imitating the natural movements of
nymphs underwater.

3. Tail: A short tail made from pheasant tail fibers adds realism and mimics the natural appendages of
aquatic insects.

4. Thorax: The thorax is often highlighted with a contrasting color or dubbing, such as peacock herl, to
create a pronounced segmentation that attracts fish.

5. Bead Head: Many variations of this nymph feature a bead head to help it sink quickly, allowing
anglers to reach deeper pools where fish are hiding.

Why Use the Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph?

The Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph is favored for several reasons:

- Versatility: This pattern can be fished in various conditions and works well in both still and moving
water.
- Year-Round Effectiveness: It is effective throughout the year, making it a reliable choice regardless
of the season.
- Attractiveness: The buggy appearance and natural movement of the nymph attract a wide range of
species, including trout, bass, and panfish.



When to Use the Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph

Knowing when to use the Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph can significantly improve your fishing
success:

1. Early Spring: As water temperatures begin to rise, nymphs emerge, making this a prime time for
nymph fishing.

2. Summer: During hot months, fish often feed below the surface, making this nymph an effective
option.

3. Fall: As insects start to die off, the Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph can mimic the last remaining
nymphs, attracting hungry fish.

4. Inclement Weather: Overcast days or periods of rain can increase fish activity, making this nymph a
reliable choice.

Tying the Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph

Tying your own Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph can be rewarding and allows you to customize the fly
to your local waters. Below is a step-by-step guide to tying this effective pattern.

Materials Required

- Hook: Size 12-18 nymph hook
- Bead: Gold or copper bead (appropriate for hook size)
- Thread: 6/0 or 8/0 in a color matching the body
- Dubbing: Hare's ear fur for the body; peacock herl for the thorax
- Tail: Pheasant tail fibers
- Ribbing (optional): Fine wire or tinsel

Step-by-Step Instructions

1. Prepare the Hook: Start by placing the hook in the vise and attaching the thread, securing it down
to the bend of the hook.

2. Add the Bead: Slide the bead onto the hook and reposition it behind the eye.

3. Create the Tail: Select 3-5 pheasant tail fibers, measuring them to about the length of the hook
shank, and tie them in at the bend of the hook.

4. Dub the Body: Apply hare's ear dubbing to your thread and wrap it forward to create a tapered
body, stopping just before the bead.



5. Add Ribbing: If using ribbing, tie in your fine wire or tinsel at the back and wrap it forward to create
segmentation.

6. Create the Thorax: Add a small amount of peacock herl to your thread, twist it to create a rope, and
wrap it to form a thorax.

7. Finish the Fly: Whip finish behind the bead, trim excess thread, and apply a small amount of head
cement for durability.

Fishing Techniques for the Guides Choice Hares Ear
Nymph

Once you have your Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph tied and ready, it's time to hit the water. Here
are some effective fishing techniques to maximize your success:

1. Euro Nymphing

- Description: This technique involves using a long rod and a lightweight nymph to maintain a near-
vertical connection to the fly.
- How to Do It: Use a thin leader and a tight line to detect subtle strikes. Cast upstream and allow the
nymph to drift naturally with the current.

2. Indicator Nymphing

- Description: This method uses a buoyant indicator to signal when a fish takes the nymph.
- How to Do It: Attach a strike indicator approximately 1.5 times the water depth above your nymph.
Cast and watch the indicator for any movement.

3. Dead Drift Technique

- Description: This technique aims to present the nymph in a way that mimics natural drift.
- How to Do It: Cast upstream and allow the nymph to drift downstream with the current. Avoid any
drag by mending the line as necessary.

Conclusion

The Guides Choice Hares Ear Nymph is an indispensable tool in the fly fisher's arsenal. Its realistic
appearance, versatility, and ease of tying make it a favorite among both novice and experienced
anglers. By understanding its characteristics, mastering tying techniques, and employing effective
fishing methods, you can enhance your fishing experience and increase your chances of landing that



elusive catch. Whether you are casting in a serene mountain stream or a bustling river, this nymph
will serve you well, providing countless opportunities for success on the water.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph?
The Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph is a popular fly fishing pattern designed to imitate the natural
nymph stage of mayflies and other aquatic insects. It features a soft, buggy appearance that attracts
fish.

What materials are used to tie a Guide's Choice Hare's Ear
Nymph?
Common materials for tying this nymph include hare's ear dubbing, a bead head for weight, a wire
ribbing for durability, and a hook with a curved shank to mimic the natural shape of nymphs.

What fishing techniques work best with the Guide's Choice
Hare's Ear Nymph?
The Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph is effective when fished using techniques like dead drifting,
where the nymph is allowed to drift naturally with the current, or as part of a nymph rig with an
indicator.

When is the best time to use a Guide's Choice Hare's Ear
Nymph?
This nymph pattern is particularly effective in early spring and fall when aquatic insects are abundant.
It can be used year-round but excels during hatches of mayflies and caddisflies.

What types of fish are attracted to the Guide's Choice Hare's
Ear Nymph?
Trout, especially brown and rainbow trout, are highly attracted to the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear
Nymph due to its realistic appearance and movement in the water.

Is the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph suitable for
beginners?
Yes, the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph is considered beginner-friendly due to its relatively simple
tying process and effectiveness in various fishing conditions.

Can the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph be used in saltwater



fishing?
While primarily designed for freshwater fishing, variations of the Hare's Ear Nymph can be adapted for
saltwater species, but it's less common and requires specific adjustments.

How does the Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph compare to
other nymph patterns?
The Guide's Choice Hare's Ear Nymph is favored for its versatility and effectiveness across different
waters, making it a staple compared to other nymph patterns that may be more specialized.
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