
guidelines to assess hail damage to shingle
roofs
Guidelines to assess hail damage to shingle roofs are essential for homeowners and property
managers alike. Hail can cause significant damage to roofs, leading to costly repairs if not addressed
promptly. Understanding how to properly assess hail damage can save you time, money, and stress.
This article provides a comprehensive guide on identifying hail damage to shingle roofs, the
assessment process, and steps to take if damage is found.

Understanding Hail Damage

Hail damage can vary in severity based on several factors, including the size of the hailstones, wind
speed, and the type of roofing material. Shingle roofs are particularly susceptible to hail damage due
to their composition and exposure.

Common Signs of Hail Damage

When assessing hail damage to shingle roofs, look for the following signs:

1. Dents or Craters: The most obvious sign of hail damage is visible dents or craters on the shingles.
These may appear as small circular impressions.
2. Granule Loss: Hail can dislodge granules from asphalt shingles, leading to bald spots. Inspect
gutters and downspouts for excess granules that may have washed away during rain.
3. Fractures or Cracks: Look for cracks or splits in the shingles, which can compromise the roof's
integrity and lead to leaks.
4. Shingle Curling: Hail impact can cause shingles to curl or lift at the edges, making them more
susceptible to wind damage.
5. Discoloration: If you notice changes in color or sheen on the shingles, this may indicate damage
caused by hail.

Preparing for the Assessment

Before you begin your assessment, it’s important to prepare adequately to ensure a safe and
thorough inspection.

Safety Precautions

- Use a Stable Ladder: Always ensure your ladder is stable and positioned on solid ground.
- Wear Protective Gear: Use gloves and safety glasses to protect yourself from sharp edges or debris.
- Check the Weather: Avoid assessments during or immediately after storms to prevent accidents.



Tools You Might Need

- Binoculars: For a preliminary inspection from the ground.
- Camera: To document any damage for insurance purposes.
- Measuring Tape: To measure the size of dents and cracks.
- Notepad: To take notes on your findings.

Conducting the Roof Assessment

To assess hail damage effectively, follow these steps systematically.

1. Initial Ground Inspection

Start by examining the roof from the ground:

- Look for Visible Damage: Use binoculars to scan for any obvious signs of damage.
- Inspect Surrounding Areas: Check for debris on the ground or in gutters that may indicate hail
impact.
- Consider Neighboring Properties: If nearby homes experienced hail damage, your roof may have
been affected as well.

2. Closer Inspection on the Roof

If it is safe to do so, climb onto the roof for a closer inspection:

- Check Each Section: Inspect each section of the roof thoroughly, paying close attention to areas that
may be more vulnerable, such as valleys and ridges.
- Identify Patterns of Damage: Note whether the damage is uniform across the roof or concentrated in
specific areas.
- Look for Additional Issues: While assessing hail damage, keep an eye out for other potential
problems like broken flashing or damaged vents.

3. Document Your Findings

As you conduct your assessment, make sure to document all your findings:

- Take Photos: Capture images of damaged areas, including close-ups and wider shots for context.
- Note Measurements: Record the size and location of any dents or cracks.
- Create a Summary: Write a summary of your assessment to present to your insurance company or
roofing contractor.



What to Do After Assessing Hail Damage

Once you have completed your assessment, it's time to take action based on your findings.

1. Contact Your Insurance Company

If you find significant damage, contact your homeowner’s insurance company to report the incident:

- Provide Documentation: Share your photos and summary to support your claim.
- Schedule an Adjuster Visit: Your insurer may send an adjuster to evaluate the damage further.

2. Consult a Roofing Professional

Engaging a professional roofing contractor can provide you with expert insight:

- Get Multiple Quotes: Don’t settle for the first estimate. Get multiple quotes to ensure you receive a
fair price for repairs.
- Ask About Warranties: Inquire about warranties on both the work performed and the materials used.

3. Plan for Repairs

If repairs are necessary, plan accordingly:

- Choose Quality Materials: Opt for high-quality shingles that can withstand future hail storms.
- Schedule Repairs Promptly: Delaying repairs can lead to further damage and increased costs.

Preventing Future Hail Damage

While you cannot control the weather, there are steps you can take to mitigate the risk of hail
damage in the future.

1. Consider Impact-Resistant Shingles

Investing in impact-resistant shingles can provide better protection against hail. These shingles are
designed to withstand more severe weather events.

2. Regular Roof Maintenance



Conduct regular maintenance checks on your roof to identify and address potential issues before they
escalate:

- Clean Gutters: Regularly clean gutters to prevent blockages that can lead to water damage.
- Inspect Flashing: Ensure that flashing around chimneys and vents is intact and secure.

3. Stay Informed About Weather Conditions

Keep an eye on weather forecasts, especially during hail season, to prepare your property adequately.

Conclusion

Assessing hail damage to shingle roofs can seem daunting, but by following these guidelines, you can
conduct a thorough inspection and take the necessary steps to protect your home. Remember to
prioritize safety during your assessment, document your findings, and seek professional assistance
when needed. Taking proactive measures can not only save you money but also extend the life of
your roof, ensuring your home remains safe and secure through any storm.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary signs of hail damage on shingle roofs?
Primary signs include dents or dimples on the shingles, granule loss, cracks or splits in the shingles,
and visible bruising.

How can I differentiate between hail damage and normal wear
and tear?
Hail damage often shows specific patterns like circular indentations and bruises, while normal wear
may present as general fading or minor cracking without distinct patterns.

What tools do I need to assess hail damage on my roof?
Basic tools include a ladder for access, a flashlight for better visibility, and possibly a camera to
document any damage for insurance claims.

Is it safe to inspect my roof for hail damage after a storm?
Safety is paramount; inspect only if conditions are safe, and consider hiring a professional to avoid
risks associated with climbing on slick or damaged roofs.



What type of shingles are more resistant to hail damage?
Impact-resistant shingles, often made from modified asphalt or fiberglass, are specifically designed to
withstand hail impacts better than standard shingles.

How long after a hailstorm should I assess my roof for
damage?
It’s best to assess your roof as soon as it is safe to do so after the storm, ideally within 24-48 hours, to
document any damage before repairs are made.

What should I do if I find hail damage on my roof?
Document the damage with photos, note the extent of the damage, and contact a licensed roofing
contractor or your insurance provider to discuss repair options.

Can hail damage to a roof affect my home insurance?
Yes, hail damage is typically covered under homeowners insurance policies, but you should check
your specific policy for details and coverage limits.

How can I prevent hail damage to my shingle roof in the
future?
While you can't completely prevent hail damage, installing impact-resistant shingles and maintaining
your roof can help reduce the risk.

What are the potential long-term effects of ignoring hail
damage?
Ignoring hail damage can lead to leaks, mold growth, decreased energy efficiency, and ultimately
more costly repairs or roof replacement down the line.
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