guided reading activity independence
and nationalism in the developing
world

Guided reading activity independence and nationalism in the developing world
provides a lens through which we can explore the intricate relationship
between national identity, colonial history, and the quest for self-
determination. In the wake of decolonization, many countries in the
developing world have embarked on journeys to forge their own identities,
establish governance systems, and promote socio-economic development.
Understanding the nuances of these movements is essential for comprehending
contemporary political landscapes and the ongoing struggles for autonomy and
cultural pride.

The Context of Independence Movements

The independence movements in the developing world arose largely in the
mid-20th century, catalyzed by the aftermath of World War II. As colonial
powers weakened, colonized nations began to assert their rights to self-
governance and national identity.

The Legacy of Colonialism

Colonialism left deep scars on the nations that experienced it, shaping their
political, social, and economic structures. The following factors highlight
the legacy of colonialism:

1. Economic Exploitation: Colonizers extracted resources and wealth, leaving
developing nations with underdeveloped economies.

2. Cultural Suppression: Indigenous cultures, languages, and traditions were
often suppressed, leading to a loss of identity.

3. Political Instability: Arbitrary borders drawn by colonial powers created
ethnic and social tensions that persist today.

4. Social Hierarchies: Colonial rule often established class divisions based
on race, which continued after independence.

These factors fueled a desire for independence and national unity, leading to
movements across Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

The Rise of Nationalism



Nationalism emerged as a powerful force in the struggle for independence. It
emphasized the importance of a unified national identity and the right to
self-determination, often in opposition to colonial rule.



