guided by voices albums ranked

Guided by Voices albums ranked form a significant part of the indie rock
landscape, showcasing the prolific output and unique sound of this beloved
band. Formed in 1983 in Dayton, Ohio, Guided by Voices (GBV) has been a
beacon of lo-fi, melodic rock that combines catchy hooks with quirky lyrics.
Over the years, the band has released a staggering number of albums, often
characterized by their DIY ethos, inventive songwriting, and Robert Pollard's
idiosyncratic vocal style. In this article, we will rank the studio albums of
Guided by Voices, highlighting their standout tracks and the evolution of
their sound.

1. Bee Thousand (1994)

Considered by many as the pinnacle of Guided by Voices'’ discography, Bee
Thousand is an album that encapsulates the essence of lo-fi indie rock.
Recorded on a shoestring budget, this album features a collection of short,
impactful songs that reveal Pollard's knack for melody and storytelling.

Key Tracks

- "I Am a Scientist”
- "Teenage FBI"
- "Gold Star for Robot Boy"

With its raw production and charmingly imperfect sound, Bee Thousand has been
influential for countless bands in the indie rock scene. Its cult status is a
testament to its profound impact on listeners and musicians alike.

2. Alien Lanes (1995)

Following the success of Bee Thousand, Alien Lanes further solidified GBV's
place in indie rock history. This album continues the tradition of short,
punchy songs and is known for its eclectic sound.

Key Tracks

- "Game of Pricks"
- "A Salty Salute”
- "The Motor Away"

Alien Lanes is celebrated for its energetic delivery and inventive
arrangements, making it an essential listen for fans of the genre. The band's



ability to create a cohesive album from a collection of varied tracks is
commendable.

3. Under the Bushes, Under the Stars (1996)

Under the Bushes, Under the Stars marked a turning point for Guided by
Voices, as it featured a more polished sound compared to its predecessors.
This album is often seen as a bridge between their lo-fi roots and a more
mainstream appeal.

Key Tracks

- "T Am a Tree"
- "The Official Ironmen Rally Song"
- "Shocker in Gloomtown"

The album showcases Pollard's lyrical maturity and the band’s ability to
blend different musical styles seamlessly. Its standout tracks are both
introspective and anthemic, demonstrating the band's versatility.

4. Do the Collapse (1999)

Do the Collapse is a departure from the band's earlier lo-fi aesthetics,
featuring production by Ric Ocasek of The Cars. This album represents GBV's
foray into a more polished sound while still retaining their signature
songwriting style.

Key Tracks

- "Teenage FBI"
- "Hold on Hope"
- "The Enemy"

Although it received mixed reviews upon release, Do the Collapse has gained
appreciation over the years. Its catchy melodies and thoughtful lyrics
resonate with fans, making it a noteworthy addition to their discography.

5. Earthquake Glue (2003)

With Earthquake Glue, Guided by Voices returned to their indie roots while
exploring new sonic territories. This album features a mix of experimental
sounds and more traditional rock elements, creating a unique listening



experience.

Key Tracks

- "My Kind of Soldier"
- "The Best of Jill Hives"
- "U.S. Mustard Company"

Earthquake Glue showcases the band’s ability to evolve while maintaining
their core identity. Pollard's songwriting shines through, with each track
offering something fresh and engaging.

6. Isolation Drills (2001)

Isolation Drills is often lauded for its more cohesive sound and songwriting.
This album marks a significant evolution in the band’s style, featuring more
elaborate arrangements and thoughtful lyrics.

Key Tracks

- "Chasing Heather Crazy"
- "The Hardest Day"
- "The Enemy"

Isolation Drills is a testament to Pollard’s growth as a songwriter, with its
introspective themes and melodic complexity. It’s a great entry point for new
listeners looking to explore the band’s deeper catalog.

7. Mag Earwhig! (1997)

Mag Earwhig! continues the band's exploration of a more polished sound while
still retaining their indie spirit. Produced by the band itself, this album
features a blend of catchy hooks and complex arrangements.

Key Tracks

- "I Am a Tree"
- "Flavor of the Month"
- "The Collected Works of Billy the Human Billboard"

This album is a fine example of how Guided by Voices can balance
accessibility with artistic integrity. Its standout tracks are memorable,
showcasing Pollard's lyrical wit and melodic sensibility.



8. Please Be Honest (2014)

With Please Be Honest, GBV continued to showcase their evolution as a band,
featuring a more introspective and mature sound. This album reflects
Pollard's introspective lyrics and a return to a more raw recording style.

Key Tracks

- "I Am a Scientist"
- "The Corners of My Mind"
- "The Best of Jill Hives"

Please Be Honest captures a moment of reflection for Pollard and the band,
making it a compelling listen for long-time fans. Its blend of nostalgia and
innovation makes it a noteworthy entry in their extensive catalog.

9. Let's Go Eat the Factory (2012)

Let's Go Eat the Factory marked the return of GBV after a hiatus, and it did
not disappoint. This album features the band’s signature sound, filled with
catchy melodies and quirky lyrics.

Key Tracks

- "The Unsinkable Fats Domino"
- "The Big Banga"
- "We Should All Be Luminaires™

The album reintroduced the band to a new generation of fans, showcasing their
ability to stay relevant while honoring their roots. It's filled with the
classic Guided by Voices charm that fans adore.

10. Class Clown Spots a UF0 (2012)

In Class Clown Spots a UFO, GBV continues to explore their signature sound,
blending catchy melodies with Pollard's unique storytelling. This album is a
testament to the band's longevity and creativity.

Key Tracks

- "Dancing Girls and Dancing Men"
- "The Corners of My Mind"
- "The Big Banga"



This album highlights the band's ability to craft engaging songs while
remaining true to their distinctive style. It resonates well with fans who
appreciate the band’s unyielding creativity.

Conclusion

Ranking the Guided by Voices albums is no easy task, given the band's
extensive discography and the varied tastes of their listeners. However,
albums like Bee Thousand and Alien Lanes stand out as defining moments in the
band's career, showcasing their unique approach to songwriting and
production. As GBV continues to release new material, their influence on the
indie rock landscape remains undeniable, inspiring countless artists and
captivating fans around the world. Whether you're a longtime follower or a
newcomer to their music, there is a rich catalog of Guided by Voices albums
waiting to be explored.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the top-ranked Guided by Voices albums
according to critics?

Critics often rank 'Bee Thousand' as the top album, followed closely by
'"Alien Lanes' and 'Under the Bushes Under the Stars.'

How does 'Bee Thousand' stand out among other Guided
by Voices albums?

'Bee Thousand' is celebrated for its lo-fi production and eclectic
songwriting, making it a seminal work in the indie rock genre.

What factors influence the ranking of Guided by
Voices albums?

Factors include critical reception, influence on the indie music scene, fan
polls, and the overall impact of the albums on popular culture.

Are there any recent Guided by Voices albums that
have gained traction in rankings?

Yes, albums like 'Mirrored Aztec' and 'Styles We Paid For' have received
positive reviews and are considered among their best works in recent years.



What is the general fan consensus on the best Guided
by Voices album?

Fans commonly cite 'Bee Thousand' and 'Alien Lanes' as favorites, often
praising their catchy melodies and innovative sound.

How do live performances impact the perception of
Guided by Voices albums?

Live performances often bring new life to their albums, allowing fans to
experience songs in a different context, which can enhance their appreciation
and ranking.

What is the significance of 'Alien Lanes' in the
Guided by Voices discography?

"Alien Lanes' is recognized for its ambitious tracklist and is often praised
for its experimentation with song structure and brevity.

How do Guided by Voices' early albums compare to
their later works?

Their early albums are characterized by raw sound and lo-fi aesthetics, while
later works show more polished production and diverse musical influences.
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