
greek orthodox bible in english
greek orthodox bible in english is a crucial resource for understanding the religious texts that
form the foundation of the Greek Orthodox faith. This Bible is not merely a translation; it represents a
rich tradition that combines the original Greek texts with accessible English language. This article
explores the significance of the Greek Orthodox Bible in English, its historical context, translation
efforts, and its role in contemporary worship. Additionally, it will provide insights into the books
included in this Bible, available translations, and resources for study.

The following sections will guide you through the various aspects of the Greek Orthodox Bible in
English, ensuring that you grasp its importance and how to engage with it effectively.
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Historical Context of the Greek Orthodox Bible

The Greek Orthodox Bible has its origins in the early Christian Church, where Greek was the
predominant language of the Eastern Mediterranean. The Septuagint, a Greek translation of the
Hebrew Bible, became the standard scripture for Greek-speaking Jews and early Christians. This
version played a significant role in shaping the early Christian theological framework and is still used
in the Greek Orthodox Church today.

During the Byzantine era, the Greek Orthodox Church established a rich tradition of biblical
scholarship. Monastic communities became centers for copying and preserving biblical texts. The
Orthodox Church has always emphasized the importance of scripture in liturgy and personal devotion,
leading to a deep reverence for the Bible. As the Protestant Reformation led to various translations of
the Bible into vernacular languages, the Greek Orthodox Church maintained its commitment to the
original texts and the Septuagint.

Translation Efforts of the Greek Orthodox Bible

Translating the Greek Orthodox Bible into English has been a vital effort to make the scriptures



accessible to English-speaking Orthodox Christians and those interested in Orthodox theology.
Various translation projects have aimed to provide accurate and readable texts while remaining
faithful to the original Greek manuscripts.

Key Translation Projects

Numerous organizations and scholars have worked on translating the Greek Orthodox Bible into
English. Some noteworthy projects include:

The New King James Version (NKJV): While not exclusively Orthodox, this translation
includes the Septuagint text and is widely accepted within the Orthodox community.

The Orthodox Study Bible: This edition includes the Old Testament based on the Septuagint
and the New Testament from the NKJV, complete with commentary from an Orthodox
perspective.

The Revised Standard Version (RSV): The RSV has been adapted for Orthodox use,
incorporating the Septuagint text.

These translation efforts highlight a commitment to accuracy and a desire to present biblical texts
that resonate with Orthodox teachings.

Books Included in the Greek Orthodox Bible

The Greek Orthodox Bible contains a broader canon than many Protestant versions. This expanded
canon reflects the theological and historical context of the Orthodox Church.

The Old Testament

The Old Testament in the Greek Orthodox Bible includes books that are considered apocryphal by
Protestant denominations. These books are essential for the Orthodox understanding of scripture and
tradition. Key texts include:

1 Esdras

Tobit

Judith

Wisdom of Solomon



Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)

Baruch

The Letter of Jeremiah

Additions to Esther

Additions to Daniel (including Susanna and Bel and the Dragon)

1 and 2 Maccabees

The New Testament

The New Testament remains consistent across most Christian denominations, and the books included
in the Greek Orthodox Bible are:

The Four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)

The Acts of the Apostles

The Epistles (Letters) of Paul

The General Epistles (James, Peter, John, Jude)

The Book of Revelation

The inclusion of these texts provides a comprehensive foundation for Orthodox teachings and beliefs.

Available Translations of the Greek Orthodox Bible in
English

Several English translations of the Greek Orthodox Bible are available, each catering to different
preferences and needs. They vary in style, readability, and adherence to the original texts.

Popular Translations

Some of the most notable translations include:



Orthodox Study Bible: This is one of the most widely used translations among English-
speaking Orthodox Christians, combining the Septuagint with the New Testament based on the
NKJV.

The New English Translation of the Septuagint (NETS): This translation is scholarly and
aims to provide a direct translation of the Septuagint text.

The Septuagint (LXX): Some editions provide the original Greek text alongside English
translations, allowing readers to engage with the text in its original form.

These translations provide various options for study, worship, and personal reflection.

Resources for Studying the Greek Orthodox Bible

Studying the Greek Orthodox Bible can be enriching and enlightening. Various resources are available
for individuals interested in deepening their understanding.

Study Guides and Commentaries

Numerous study guides, commentaries, and online resources are available to help readers navigate
the complexities of the text. Some valuable resources include:

Orthodox Study Bible Commentary: This offers in-depth commentary from an Orthodox
perspective.

Biblical Studies Programs: Many Orthodox seminaries offer courses on biblical studies,
providing structured learning.

Online Forums and Communities: Engaging with others in online forums can provide
additional insights and shared learning experiences.

These resources can enhance understanding and foster a deeper connection with the scriptures.

Conclusion

The Greek Orthodox Bible in English serves as a vital link between ancient texts and modern
believers. Its historical significance, diverse translations, and comprehensive canon reflect the rich
tradition of the Orthodox Church. By studying this Bible, individuals can engage deeply with the faith's
teachings, enhancing their spiritual journey and understanding of Orthodox Christianity. As interest in
Orthodox theology continues to grow, the resources and translations available will undoubtedly play a



significant role in making these sacred texts accessible to a broader audience.

Q: What is the Greek Orthodox Bible in English?
A: The Greek Orthodox Bible in English refers to translations of the Bible that are aligned with the
texts used in the Greek Orthodox Church, making them accessible to English-speaking believers and
those interested in Orthodox teachings.

Q: How does the Greek Orthodox Bible differ from the
Protestant Bible?
A: The Greek Orthodox Bible includes several additional books in the Old Testament, known as the
deuterocanonical books, which are not found in the Protestant canon.

Q: What are some popular translations of the Greek Orthodox
Bible in English?
A: Popular translations include the Orthodox Study Bible, the New English Translation of the
Septuagint (NETS), and adaptations of the Revised Standard Version for Orthodox use.

Q: Why is the Septuagint important in the Greek Orthodox
Bible?
A: The Septuagint is important because it was the version of the Old Testament used by early
Christians and is considered authoritative within the Orthodox tradition.

Q: Can I find resources for studying the Greek Orthodox Bible?
A: Yes, there are numerous resources available, including study guides, commentaries specifically for
Orthodox believers, and online courses offered by Orthodox seminaries.

Q: How can I access the Greek Orthodox Bible in English?
A: The Greek Orthodox Bible in English can be accessed through bookstores, online retailers, and
various church communities that provide copies for study and worship.

Q: Is the Orthodox Study Bible suitable for personal devotion?
A: Yes, the Orthodox Study Bible is designed for both personal devotion and academic study,
providing insightful commentary and notes from an Orthodox perspective.



Q: What role does the Greek Orthodox Bible play in liturgy?
A: The Greek Orthodox Bible is central to liturgical practices, as readings from both the Old and New
Testaments are included in the Divine Liturgy and other church services.

Q: Are there differences in the New Testament between the
Greek Orthodox and other Christian Bibles?
A: The New Testament is generally consistent across most Christian denominations, though the
Orthodox Church may emphasize certain texts or interpretations that reflect its theological
perspectives.
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