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greece since 1945 david h close is a critical examination of the political,
social, and economic developments in Greece following World War II. David H.
Close provides a thorough analysis of the transformations Greece has
undergone, including its struggles with democracy, economic crises, and
integration into the European Union. This article will delve into the
significant events and themes highlighted by Close, including the impact of
the Greek Civil War, the military junta, the transition to democracy, and the
recent financial challenges. Additionally, we will explore Greece's foreign
relations and its role within the European context. The analysis aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of Greece's Jjourney over the past
several decades.
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Historical Context of Greece Since 1945

The historical context of Greece since 1945 is marked by significant upheaval
and transformation. Post-World War II Greece faced the immediate aftermath of
occupation and civil strife. The country was deeply affected by the
geopolitical dynamics of the Cold War, which played a crucial role in shaping
its political landscape. David H. Close emphasizes that understanding the
historical context is essential to grasp the subsequent developments in Greek
society and governance.

The years following the war saw a power struggle between various factions,
which laid the groundwork for the Greek Civil War. This period was
characterized by the clash between communist and anti-communist forces,
leading to a bitter conflict that would have lasting repercussions on Greek
politics and society.

The Greek Civil War and Its Aftermath

The Greek Civil War (1946-1949) was a pivotal moment in the country's
history. It was fought between the government forces, supported by the United



States and Britain, and the Democratic Army of Greece, which was backed by
the Soviet Union. Close details how this conflict resulted in significant
loss of life and widespread destruction, leaving deep scars on the national
psyche.

The aftermath of the Civil War saw Greece grappling with political
instability and social division. The establishment of a conservative
government, aligned with Western powers, aimed to suppress leftist movements,
setting the stage for future tensions. The repercussions of the Civil War
continued to influence Greek politics for decades, fostering a climate of
suspicion and repression against perceived communist sympathizers.

The Military Junta: 1967-1974

The military junta that ruled Greece from 1967 to 1974 marked another dark
chapter in the country's history. Close chronicles the rise of the junta,
which was characterized by authoritarian rule and suppression of civil
liberties. The regime, led by a group of military officers, implemented
strict censorship, political persecution, and human rights abuses.

During this period, Greece faced international isolation, yet the junta
maintained a facade of stability by promoting nationalism and economic
growth. However, the oppressive policies ultimately led to widespread
dissent, culminating in the student uprisings of 1973. These events played a
crucial role in the eventual collapse of the junta and the restoration of
democracy.

The Return to Democracy

The fall of the military junta in 1974 marked a significant turning point for
Greece. Close highlights the importance of this transition, which ushered in
a new era of democratic governance. The establishment of a parliamentary
democracy was accompanied by extensive reforms aimed at reconciling the
divisions caused by years of conflict and repression.

The new democratic government focused on rebuilding the economy, fostering
national unity, and re-—-establishing Greece's position in the international
community. The adoption of a new constitution in 1975 and the return of
exiled political figures were pivotal steps in this process. The period of
democratic consolidation also witnessed Greece's entry into the European
Economic Community in 1981, which further integrated the country into
European structures.

Economic Challenges and the Eurozone Crisis

Despite the significant progress made in the years following the restoration
of democracy, Greece faced a series of economic challenges leading up to the
Eurozone crisis. Close examines the factors that contributed to Greece's
financial troubles, including fiscal mismanagement, corruption, and the
global financial crisis of 2008.

The crisis that erupted in 2009 had devastating effects on the Greek economny,
leading to severe austerity measures imposed by international creditors. This
period was marked by public protests, social unrest, and a profound impact on
the lives of ordinary citizens. The austerity measures sparked debates about

the viability of Greece within the Eurozone and raised questions about



national sovereignty versus economic stability.

e Key factors contributing to the crisis:

e Excessive public spending and debt accumulation

Lack of effective tax collection and fiscal discipline

Global financial instability and its impact on Greece

Conditionalities imposed by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
European Union (EU)

Greece's Foreign Relations

Greece's foreign relations have evolved significantly since 1945. Close
provides insights into how Greece navigated its geopolitical landscape,
particularly in relation to its neighbors and major powers. The Cold War era
saw Greece align closely with the West, while the post-Cold War period
allowed for a recalibration of foreign policy.

Greece's accession to the European Union not only enhanced its economic ties
but also solidified its position within Western political frameworks.
Additionally, Greece has played a critical role in regional stability,
particularly concerning issues related to the Balkans and the Eastern
Mediterranean. Tensions with Turkey, particularly over Cyprus and territorial
disputes, remain a focal point of Greek foreign policy.

Conclusion

The journey of Greece since 1945, as articulated by David H. Close, is one of
resilience amid challenges. From the aftermath of war and civil conflict to
the struggles against authoritarianism and economic crises, Greece has
navigated a complex political landscape. The transition to democracy and
integration into the European Union are hallmarks of its progress. However,
the country continues to face economic and geopolitical challenges that will
shape its future. Understanding these developments provides valuable insights
into Greece's past and its potential trajectory moving forward.

Q: What are the key events that shaped Greece since
1945~

A: The key events include the Greek Civil War (1946-1949), the military junta
(1967-1974), the restoration of democracy in 1974, Greece's entry into the
European Economic Community in 1981, and the Eurozone crisis that began in
2009.

Q: How did the Greek Civil War affect the country's
political landscape?

A: The Greek Civil War led to significant political polarization and



instability, resulting in a conservative government that suppressed leftist
movements and created a legacy of distrust in political institutions.

Q: What were the consequences of the military Jjunta
in Greece?

A: The military junta resulted in widespread human rights abuses, political
persecution, and an atmosphere of fear. Its collapse paved the way for
democratic reforms and reconciliation in Greek society.

Q: How did Greece's entry into the European Union
influence its development?

A: Greece's entry into the EU facilitated economic growth, modernization, and
greater political stability, while also integrating the country into broader
European political and economic frameworks.

Q: What were the main causes of the Eurozone crisis
in Greece?

A: The main causes included excessive public debt, fiscal mismanagement,
global financial instability, and stringent austerity measures imposed by
international creditors.

Q: How has Greece's foreign policy evolved since
19457

A: Greece's foreign policy has evolved from alignment with Western powers
during the Cold War to a more nuanced approach post-Cold War, focusing on
regional stability and relations with neighboring countries.

Q: What role did public protests play during the
economic crisis in Greece?

A: Public protests were a significant response to austerity measures,
reflecting widespread discontent with government policies and the social
impact of the economic crisis on citizens' lives.

Q: How has the relationship between Greece and Turkey
influenced regional stability?

A: The relationship between Greece and Turkey, marked by historical tensions
and territorial disputes, continues to be a critical factor in regional
stability, impacting diplomatic relations and security in the Eastern
Mediterranean.



Q: What lessons can be drawn from Greece's experience
since 19457

A: Greece's experience underscores the importance of democratic governance,
economic management, and the need for international cooperation to navigate
complex political and economic challenges.
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