greater ridgewood historical society

greater ridgewood historical society plays a pivotal role in preserving and
promoting the rich history of the Ridgewood area. With a commitment to
heritage education, the society engages the local community through various
programs, exhibitions, and historical research. This article will explore the
history and mission of the Greater Ridgewood Historical Society, its
contributions to the community, the resources it offers, and ways for
individuals to get involved. By understanding the significance of this
organization, residents and visitors can appreciate the cultural and
historical fabric of Ridgewood.
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History of the Greater Ridgewood Historical
Society

The Greater Ridgewood Historical Society was established in 1966 with the
primary aim of preserving the history and heritage of Ridgewood and its
surrounding neighborhoods. The organization was founded by a group of
dedicated local residents who recognized the importance of maintaining the
area’s historical legacy. Their efforts were driven by a passion for history
and a desire to educate future generations.

Over the years, the society has undertaken numerous projects that highlight
Ridgewood’s unique history, including the development of a comprehensive
archive of historical documents, photographs, and artifacts. These materials
provide invaluable insights into the community's past, showcasing its
evolution from a rural area to a vibrant suburban community.



Mission and Objectives

The mission of the Greater Ridgewood Historical Society is to collect,
preserve, and promote the history of Ridgewood and neighboring areas. The
society aims to foster a deeper understanding of local history through
education and outreach. Its objectives include:

Preserving historical documents, photographs, and artifacts.

Educating the public about Ridgewood's history through programs and
events.

Encouraging community involvement in historical preservation.

Providing resources for researchers and historians.

By focusing on these objectives, the Greater Ridgewood Historical Society
ensures that the community remains connected to its past while inspiring
future generations to appreciate and learn from it.

Community Engagement and Programs

The Greater Ridgewood Historical Society is deeply committed to engaging the
community through a variety of programs and events. These initiatives are
designed to not only educate residents about their local history but also to
create a sense of community pride and connection.

Educational Programs

The society offers educational programs for schools, families, and adults,
including:

e Guided historical tours of Ridgewood.

e Workshops on local history topics.

e Lectures featuring local historians and experts.

e Children's programs that encourage exploration of Ridgewood's past.



Through these educational initiatives, participants gain valuable insights
into the historical significance of their surroundings, fostering a greater
appreciation for local culture.

Special Events

The Greater Ridgewood Historical Society organizes special events throughout
the year, such as:

e Annual Heritage Day celebrations.
e Exhibitions showcasing various aspects of Ridgewood's history.

e Seasonal events that highlight historical themes.

These events are not only informative but also serve as a gathering point for
community members, creating opportunities for social interaction and
collaboration.

Resources and Collections

The Greater Ridgewood Historical Society boasts an extensive collection of
resources that are available to the public. These resources are instrumental
for researchers, students, and anyone interested in learning more about the
area's history.

Archives and Collections

The society's archives include:

e Historical documents related to Ridgewood's founding and development.
e A vast collection of photographs documenting the area's evolution.

e Artifacts that represent the cultural and historical identity of
Ridgewood.

e Genealogical resources for those researching their family histories.



These collections are meticulously maintained and provide a vital link to the
past, making them an essential resource for anyone interested in the history
of Ridgewood.

Research Assistance

The Greater Ridgewood Historical Society also offers research assistance to
individuals looking to explore specific historical topics. The knowledgeable
staff and volunteers are available to help guide researchers through the
extensive archives, ensuring they have access to the information they need.
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