great performances now hear this
piazzollas history with tango

Great performances now hear this Piazzolla's history with tango offers a
fascinating journey through the life and works of Astor Piazzolla, a composer
and bandonedén player who revolutionized the traditional Argentine tango. His
innovative approach to tango music not only transformed the genre but also
placed it on the global stage. This article will explore Piazzolla's musical
evolution, his key works, and the enduring impact of his performances on the
world of music.

Astor Piazzolla: A Brief Biography

Astor Pantaledn Piazzolla was born on March 11, 1921, in Mar del Plata,
Argentina. His family moved to Buenos Aires when he was a child, where he was
introduced to the world of tango. His grandfather, who was a musician, had a
profound influence on him, sparking a lifelong passion for music. Piazzolla
began playing the bandoneédén, a type of concertina, at the age of eight, and
he quickly showcased his extraordinary talent.

In his youth, Piazzolla studied music both in Argentina and later in France,
where he had the opportunity to learn from legendary composer Nadia
Boulanger. This period was crucial in shaping his musical identity, as
Boulanger encouraged him to blend classical elements with traditional tango,
leading to the creation of a new style referred to as "nuevo tango."

The Evolution of Tango

Tango, originally developed in the late 19th century, emerged from the
melting pot of cultures in Buenos Aires. It combines African rhythms,
European melodies, and elements of indigenous music. Traditional tango music
is characterized by a strong emphasis on rhythm, passionate melodies, and a
distinct dance style.

Piazzolla's contributions to tango can be understood through several key
phases:

1. The Traditional Tango

Before Piazzolla, tango was primarily performed in milongas (dance halls) and
was deeply rooted in the social and cultural fabric of Argentine life. The
traditional tango's instrumentation typically included the bandonedén, violin,
piano, and guitar. Some well-known traditional tango composers include Carlos
Gardel and Anibal Troilo.

2. The Birth of Nuevo Tango

Piazzolla's desire to expand the boundaries of tango led him to develop his



unique style, which combined tango with jazz and classical music. This
innovative blend marked the birth of nuevo tango in the 1950s. Key
characteristics of nuevo tango include:

- Complex Arrangements: Unlike traditional tango, which often followed
simple, repetitive patterns, nuevo tango featured intricate harmonies and
varied rhythms.

— Improvisation: Jazz influences brought a new level of freedom and
spontaneity to performances.

— Incorporation of Classical Elements: Piazzolla drew inspiration from
classical music, using orchestral arrangements and advanced compositional
techniques.

3. The Globalization of Tango

Piazzolla's work played a pivotal role in introducing tango to international
audiences. His compositions were performed by renowned orchestras around the
world, and he collaborated with musicians from various genres. This cross-—
genre experimentation helped to elevate tango from its regional roots to a
global phenomenon.

Key Works and Great Performances

Piazzolla's catalog is extensive, featuring numerous compositions that
showcase his innovative approach to tango. Some of his most celebrated works
include:

e Libertango: Composed in 1974, this piece is one of Piazzolla's most
famous works and is considered a classic of nuevo tango. It features an
infectious rhythm and has been covered by numerous artists across
various genres.

e Adidés Nonino: A poignant tribute to his late father, this composition is
filled with emotion and showcases Piazzolla's mastery of the bandonedn.

It has become a staple in tango performances around the world.

e Oblivion: This haunting melody captures the essence of nostalgia and
longing, often performed in both instrumental and vocal versions.

e Estaciones Portenas: A four-part suite that represents the seasons in
Buenos Aires, this work blends classical techniques with tango rhythms,
highlighting Piazzolla's unique style.

Great Performances

Piazzolla's music has been performed by a variety of ensembles and musicians,
contributing to his legacy. Some notable performances include:

1. The Piazzolla Quintet: Piazzolla frequently performed with his quintet,



which included a mix of traditional tango instruments and contemporary
musicians. Their performances captured the essence of nuevo tango and
showcased Piazzolla's innovative compositions.

2. Chamber Music Concerts: Piazzolla's works have been adapted for chamber
ensembles, allowing for intimate performances that highlight the
intricate melodies and harmonies of his music.

3. Collaborations with Jazz Musicians: Piazzolla collaborated with a wide
range of jazz musicians, including Gary Burton and Yo-Yo Ma, blending
tango with jazz improvisation and expanding its appeal.

4. Film and Television: Piazzolla's compositions have been featured in
various films and television shows, further cementing his impact on
contemporary culture.

The Lasting Impact of Piazzolla’'s Work

Astor Piazzolla passed away on July 4, 1992, but his influence on music
continues to resonate today. His innovative approach to tango has inspired a
new generation of musicians and composers. Several factors contribute to the
enduring legacy of Piazzolla:

1. Revitalization of Tango

Piazzolla's work has revitalized interest in tango music, leading to a
resurgence of tango orchestras and ensembles worldwide. His compositions are
frequently performed in both traditional and contemporary settings,
attracting audiences of all ages.

2. Educational Impact

Music schools and conservatories around the world have incorporated
Piazzolla's works into their curricula. Students studying classical and
contemporary music often explore his compositions, fostering a deeper
understanding of the fusion between genres.

3. Cultural Exchange

Piazzolla's music serves as a bridge between cultures, showcasing the beauty
of Argentine tango while incorporating elements from jazz and classical
traditions. This cultural exchange has inspired musicians to explore new ways
of interpreting and performing tango.

Conclusion



In conclusion, the phrase "great performances now hear this Piazzolla's
history with tango" encapsulates the remarkable journey of Astor Piazzolla
and his transformative impact on tango music. From his early years in
Argentina to his global recognition as a composer and performer, Piazzolla's
legacy continues to thrive. His innovative spirit and ability to blend genres
have reshaped the landscape of tango, ensuring that it remains a vibrant and
evolving art form for generations to come. As we listen to his masterpieces,
we are reminded of the power of music to transcend boundaries and connect
with the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Now Hear This: Piazzolla's History with
Tango' about?

'Now Hear This: Piazzolla's History with Tango' explores the life and work of
Astor Piazzolla, a revolutionary composer who transformed traditional
Argentine tango into a more complex and sophisticated genre, blending it with
elements of jazz and classical music.

How did Astor Piazzolla's upbringing influence his
music?

Astor Piazzolla was born in Argentina but spent part of his youth in the
United States, where he was exposed to a variety of musical styles. This
diverse background helped him to integrate different musical influences into
his tango compositions, making them unigque and innovative.

What are some key characteristics of Piazzolla's
tango compositions?

Piazzolla's compositions often feature intricate melodies, complex harmonies,
and varied rhythms. He also introduced the use of counterpoint and
dissonance, which set his tangos apart from traditional forms, creating a
more dynamic and expressive sound.

What impact did Piazzolla have on the tango genre?

Piazzolla is credited with elevating tango to a concert music level,
broadening its appeal beyond dance halls. His work paved the way for
contemporary tango, influencing countless musicians and composers in
Argentina and worldwide.

Can you name some famous works by Astor Piazzolla?

Some of Piazzolla's most famous works include 'Libertango,' 'Adidés Nonino,'
and 'Oblivion.' These pieces exemplify his innovative approach to tango and
showcase his signature blend of styles.

How does 'Now Hear This: Piazzolla's History with



Tango' present his music?

'Now Hear This: Piazzolla's History with Tango' features performances of
Piazzolla's music by various musicians, accompanied by storytelling that
highlights his life, influences, and the evolution of tango, making it
accessible and engaging for audiences.

Great Performances Now Hear This Piazzollas History With
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