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answers

great gatsby movie viewing guide answers serve as an essential resource for
anyone looking to delve deeper into Baz Luhrmann's film adaptation of F.
Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel, "The Great Gatsby." This article provides a
comprehensive viewing guide that addresses key themes, characters, and
cinematic techniques used in the movie. Whether you are preparing for a class
discussion, a film analysis, or simply want to enhance your viewing
experience, this guide will furnish you with insightful answers to common
queries and critical points of analysis. Additionally, it will explore the
historical context of the 1920s, character motivations, symbolism, and the
significance of music in the film.

This guide is structured to offer clarity and depth, catering to both casual
viewers and serious film students. Below is the Table of Contents for easy
navigation.
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Introduction to "The Great Gatsby" Film

"The Great Gatsby," directed by Baz Luhrmann and released in 2013, is a film
adaptation that brings to life the opulence and tragedy of the Jazz Age. The
movie stars Leonardo DiCaprio as Jay Gatsby, Carey Mulligan as Daisy
Buchanan, and Tobey Maguire as Nick Carraway, who narrates the story. This
adaptation is notable for its vibrant visuals, modern soundtrack, and a fresh
approach to the source material, which has sparked both acclaim and critique.
Viewers are encouraged to look beyond the surface glamour to understand the
underlying themes of disillusionment and the American Dream.



Key Themes Explored in the Movie

The film encapsulates several profound themes that resonate throughout
Fitzgerald's novel, making them critically important for understanding the
narrative. Below are some of the key themes explored in "The Great Gatsby."

The American Dream

At the heart of "The Great Gatsby" is a critique of the American Dream.
Gatsby’s rise from humble beginnings to immense wealth is emblematic of this
ideal; however, the film ultimately suggests that the dream is corrupted by
materialism and moral decay. This theme is portrayed through Gatsby’'s lavish
parties, which serve as a facade for his loneliness and longing for Daisy.

Social Class and Inequality

The stark contrast between the wealthy elite and the working class is a
recurring motif in the film. The opulent lifestyles of characters like Tom
Buchanan and Daisy highlight the privileges of the upper class, while George
Wilson, representing the working class, struggles to make ends meet. This
disparity underscores the notion of social stratification in 1920s America.

Love and Relationships

The complexities of love and relationships are central to the narrative.
Gatsby’'s obsession with Daisy reflects a romantic idealism that is ultimately
unattainable. The film delves into the consequences of infidelity, as seen
through Tom's affair with Myrtle Wilson, illustrating how love can lead to
destruction.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters is crucial to grasping the film's themes and
messages. Each character serves a specific purpose within the narrative,
embodying various aspects of society during the 1920s.

Jay Gatsby

Gatsby is a tragic figure whose wealth and parties mask his deep-seated
loneliness and unfulfilled dreams. His relentless pursuit of Daisy symbolizes
the unattainable nature of the American Dream, making him a quintessential
tragic hero.



Daisy Buchanan

Daisy is portrayed as both alluring and shallow. She embodies the idealized
woman of the era but ultimately reveals her inability to escape her social
status. Her decisions reflect the limitations placed on women in the 1920s,
making her a complex and multifaceted character.

Nick Carraway

As the narrator, Nick serves as a moral compass throughout the story. His
observations provide insight into the excesses of the time and the moral
decay that accompanies wealth. His relationship with Gatsby reveals his
internal conflict between admiration and disillusionment.

Symbolism and Visual Style

The film is rich in symbolism, utilizing visual elements to enhance its
narrative depth. Notable symbols include the green light at the end of
Daisy's dock and the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg, which represent the elusive
nature of the American Dream and the moral oversight of society,
respectively.

Color Schemes

The use of color in the film is deliberate, with vibrant hues representing
the extravagance of the Jazz Age. In contrast, muted tones are used in scenes
depicting despair and loss. This visual dichotomy reinforces the film's
themes of illusion versus reality.

Costume Design

The costumes also play a significant role in conveying character and societal
status. The extravagant dresses worn by Daisy and the opulent suits donned by
Gatsby and Tom capture the essence of the Roaring Twenties, immersing viewers
in the era's glamour and excess.

Music and Soundtrack Significance

The soundtrack of "The Great Gatsby" is a modern interpretation that
juxtaposes contemporary music with the film's historical setting. This
eclectic mix enhances the emotional resonance of key scenes and underscores
the themes of the narrative.



Music Choices

Artists such as Jay-Z, Lana Del Rey, and Florence + The Machine contribute to
a soundtrack that is both nostalgic and modern. The choice of music reflects
the film's exploration of the past and its relevance to contemporary
audiences, bridging the gap between the 1920s and today.

Historical Context of the 1920s

To fully appreciate the film, one must understand the historical backdrop of
the 1920s, a decade marked by economic prosperity, cultural innovation, and
social upheaval.

The Jazz Age

The 1920s, often referred to as the Jazz Age, was characterized by the rise
of jazz music, speakeasies, and the flapper movement. This cultural shift
significantly influenced the themes of freedom and hedonism depicted in the
film.

Prohibition and Its Impact

Prohibition laws led to the rise of organized crime and the underground
economy, which is subtly referenced in the film. Gatsby's wealth, derived
from dubious means, reflects the era's moral ambiguity and the lengths
individuals would go to achieve success.

Viewing Tips for a Better Experience

To enhance your viewing of "The Great Gatsby," consider the following tips:

e Watch with subtitles to catch nuanced dialogue.

Take notes on character interactions and key themes.

Research the historical context before viewing.

Pay attention to the symbolism in visual elements.

Listen closely to the soundtrack and its emotional impact.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the main themes in "The Great Gatsby"
movie?

A: The main themes include the American Dream, social class and inequality,
and the complexity of love and relationships, highlighting the
disillusionment of the 1920s.

Q: How does the film interpret the character of Jay
Gatsby?

A: Jay Gatsby is portrayed as a tragic hero whose pursuit of wealth and love
leads to his downfall, symbolizing the unattainable nature of the American
Dream.

Q: What role does symbolism play in "The Great
Gatshy"?

A: Symbolism is crucial in the film, with elements like the green light and
the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg representing the elusive American Dream and
societal moral decay.

Q: How is the soundtrack significant to the film's
narrative?

A: The modern soundtrack blends contemporary music with the historical
setting, enhancing emotional scenes and connecting the 1920s themes to
today's audience.

Q: What historical context is important for
understanding the movie?

A: Understanding the Jazz Age and Prohibition is vital, as these elements
shape the characters' motivations and the societal issues reflected in the
film.

Q: Can you suggest tips for a better viewing
experience?

A: To improve your viewing experience, consider watching with subtitles,
taking notes on key themes, and researching the historical background



beforehand.

Q: How does Baz Luhrmann's style influence the film?

A: Baz Luhrmann's distinctive visual style, characterized by vibrant colors
and dynamic editing, creates an immersive experience that highlights the
excess and emotional turmoil of the characters.

Q: What 1is the significance of the color schemes in
the film?

A: The color schemes contrast vibrant colors representing wealth and joy with
muted tones representing despair, reinforcing the themes of illusion and
reality.

Q: How are female characters depicted in the film?

A: Female characters like Daisy Buchanan reflect the societal constraints of
the 1920s, showcasing both their allure and the limitations placed on them by
their social status.

Q: What lessons can be learned from "The Great
Gatshy"?

A: The film teaches that the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to moral
decay and personal tragedy, emphasizing the fleeting nature of the American
Dream.
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