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great gatsby advanced placement study guide serves as a vital resource for
students preparing for Advanced Placement (AP) exams, specifically those
focusing on F. Scott Fitzgerald's acclaimed novel, "The Great Gatsby." This
study guide delves into the critical themes, character analyses, and
essential literary elements that define the work, ensuring students grasp its
intricate layers. Furthermore, it provides insights into the historical
context of the 1920s, the significance of symbolism, and the author's
stylistic choices. The guide is structured to facilitate deep understanding
and effective study practices, making it an essential tool for exam success.
Below, we outline the key components of this study guide, including thematic
explorations, character breakdowns, and more, equipping students with the
knowledge they need to excel.
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Understanding the Historical Context

To fully appreciate "The Great Gatsby," it is crucial to understand the
historical backdrop against which Fitzgerald wrote. The novel is set during
the Roaring Twenties, a period marked by economic prosperity, cultural
upheaval, and significant social change in the United States. This era saw a
rise in consumerism, a shift in social norms, and the emergence of jazz,
which heavily influenced American culture.

The aftermath of World War I greatly impacted the American psyche and led to
a sense of disillusionment among many. Fitzgerald captures this sentiment
through his portrayal of the American Dream, exploring the gap between
aspiration and reality. Understanding the social dynamics and economic
conditions of the 1920s will provide students with a richer perspective on
the characters’ motivations and the novel’s central conflicts.



Key Themes in "The Great Gatsby"

"The Great Gatsby" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with readers.
Identifying and analyzing these themes is critical for any AP study guide.
Here are some of the most prominent themes:

e The American Dream: The novel critiques the idea that hard work and
determination will lead to success, highlighting the moral decay that
often accompanies wealth.

e Love and Relationships: Fitzgerald explores complex relationships,
particularly the idealized love between Gatsby and Daisy, which
ultimately leads to tragedy.

e Social Class: The distinctions between old money and new money are
significant in the story, affecting characters' interactions and
societal status.

e Identity and Self-Invention: Gatsby's transformation from James Gatz to
Jay Gatsby illustrates the theme of self-creation and the elusive nature
of identity.

These themes not only provide insight into the characters' motivations but
also serve as a lens through which to examine societal issues relevant both
in the 1920s and today.

Character Analysis

Character analysis is a critical component of understanding "The Great
Gatsby." Each character embodies various aspects of the themes and social
commentary present in the novel. Here are some key characters:

Jay Gatsby

Gatsby is the enigmatic protagonist whose life story represents the
complexities of the American Dream. His lavish parties and mysterious past
create an aura of intrigue, yet his relentless pursuit of Daisy Buchanan
ultimately leads to his downfall.

Daisy Buchanan

Daisy symbolizes both the idealized American Dream and its ultimate
emptiness. Her beauty and charm captivate Gatsby, but her choices reveal a
shallow and materialistic nature that contrasts with Gatsby’s idealism.



Nick Carraway

As the narrator, Nick serves as a moral compass in the novel. His reflections
on the events and characters provide insight into the social dynamics of the
time and the tragic flaws of those around him.

Tom Buchanan

Tom represents the old money class, embodying arrogance, racism, and
entitlement. His relationship with Daisy and affair with Myrtle Wilson
illustrate the destructive effects of wealth and privilege on personal
relationships.

Literary Devices and Symbolism

Fitzgerald employs various literary devices and symbols throughout "The Great
Gatsby" to enhance the narrative and deepen its themes. Understanding these
elements is vital for AP students. Some key devices include:

e Symbolism: The green light at the end of Daisy’s dock symbolizes
Gatsby's unattainable dreams and the idea of hope.

e Foreshadowing: Fitzgerald uses foreshadowing to hint at future
tragedies, particularly through Nick’s observations and Gatsby’s
mysterious background.

e Imagery: Vivid imagery paints a picture of the 1920s, from the opulence
of Gatsby's parties to the desolation of the Valley of Ashes.

e Irony: The novel is rich in irony, especially regarding the American
Dream; the characters' pursuits often lead to their demise rather than
fulfillment.

Students should be able to identify and analyze these devices to enhance
their understanding of the text’s deeper meanings.

Important Quotes for Analysis

Quotes from "The Great Gatsby" often encapsulate the novel's themes and
character motivations. Familiarity with key quotes is essential for AP exams,
as they can be used in essays and discussions. Here are some significant
quotes to consider:

e "In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice
that I've been turning over in my mind ever since." - This quote sets
the tone for Nick's reflective narration.



e "So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into
the past." - This powerful closing line encapsulates the struggle
against the passage of time and the futility of dreams.

e "T hope she'll be a fool-that's the best thing a girl can be in this
world, a beautiful little fool." - Daisy's words reveal her cynical view
of women's roles in society.

Analyzing these
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