GREAT DEBATERS STUDY GUIDE ANSWER KEY

GREAT DEBATERS STUDY GUIDE ANSWER KEY IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS LOOKING TO DIVE
DEEPER INTO THE THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND ARGUMENTS PRESENTED IN THE FILM “THe GrReaT DeBATERS.” THIS FILM, DIRECTED
BY DENZEL \X/ASHINGTON, IS BASED ON THE TRUE STORY OF THE WILEY COLLEGE DEBATE TEAM IN THE 19305, WHICH
CHALLENGED THE STATUS QUO AND FOUGHT AGAINST RACIAL INJUSTICE THROUGH THE POWER OF WORDS AND INTELLECT. THIS
ARTICLE WILL PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY GUIDE, INCLUDING KEY THEMES, CHARACTER ANALYSES, AND A DETAILED
ANSWER KEY TO ASSIST IN UNDERSTANDING THE VARIOUS COMPONENTS OF THE FILM.

OVERVIEW OF “THE GREAT DeEBATERS”

“THe GREAT DEBATERS” IS A POWERFUL FILM THAT NOT ONLY HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF DEBATE AS A SKILL BUT ALSO
ADDRESSES THEMES SUCH AS CIVIL RIGHTS, EDUCATION, AND THE STRUGGLE AGAINST OPPRESSION. THE STORY REVOLVES
AROUND THE WILEY COLLEGE DEBATE TEAM, LED BY THE PASSIONATE PROFESSOR MELVIN B. ToLSON, PLAYED BY DENZEL

\W/ ASHINGTON. THE TEAM, COMPOSED OF TALENTED STUDENTS JAMES FARMER JR., HENRIETTA BELL, AND SAMUEL “SAM”
KENNEY, TAKES ON THE CHALLENGE OF DEBATING AGAINST HARVARD UNIVERSITY, MARKING A SIGNIFICANT MOMENT IN HISTORY.

Key THEMES IN “THE GREAT DeeATERS”

UNDERSTANDING THE THEMES OF “THE GREAT DEBATERS” ENHANCES THE VIEWER'S COMPREHENSION OF THE FILM'S SIGNIFICANCE.
HERE ARE SOME OF THE MOST PROMINENT THEMES:

1. THe Power oF \W ORDS

DEBATE IS AT THE HEART OF THE FILM, SHOWCASING HOW ELOQUENCE AND RHETORIC CAN BE USED TO SWAY OPINIONS AND
INSPIRE CHANGE. THE CHARACTERS DEMONSTRATE THAT WORDS CAN BE AS POWERFUL AS ACTIONS IN THE FIGHT FOR JUSTICE.

2. RACIAL INJUSTICE

SET IN THEJIM Crow ERA, THE FILM REVEALS THE HARSH REALITIES OF RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION. THE CHARACTERS
CONFRONT THESE ISSUES HEAD-ON, USING THEIR DEBATES TO CHALLENGE SOCIETAL NORMS AND ADVOCATE FOR EQUALITY.

3. EDUCATION AS LIBERATION

THE FILM EMPHASIZES THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF EDUCATION. THE WILEY COLLEGE TEAM REPRESENTS THE IDEA THAT
KNOWLEDGE CAN EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES TO RISE ABOVE OPPRESSION.

4. COURAGE AND RESILIENCE

THE CHARACTERS IN “THE GREAT DEBATERS” DISPLAY IMMENSE COURAGE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY. THEIR DETERMINATION TO
SUCCEED AGAINST THE ODDS ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF RESILIENCE IN PURSUING ONE'S GOALS.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS

THE CHARACTERS IN “THE GREAT DEBATERS” ARE RICHLY DEVELOPED, EACH CONTRIBUTING TO THE OVERARCHING NARRATIVE.
HERE’S A CLOSER LOOK AT THE MAIN CHARACTERS:



MEeLVIN B. ToLsoN

AS THE DEBATE COACH, TOLSON IS A PASSIONATE ADVOCATE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS. HE INSPIRES HIS STUDENTS TO THINK
CRITICALLY AND CHALLENGE SOCIETAL NORMS. HIS CHARACTER EMBODIES THE STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
MENTORSHIP.

JAMES FARMER JR.

JAMES IS A GIFTED DEBATER WHO GRAPPLES WITH HIS IDENTITY AND THE EXPECTATIONS PLACED UPON HIM. HIS CHARACTER ARC
REFLECTS THE INTERNAL CONFLICT FACED BY MANY YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE FIGHT FOR EQUALITY.

HeNRIETTA BELL

HENRIETTA IS A STRONG FEMALE CHARACTER WHO DEFIES TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES. HER PARTICIPATION IN THE DEBATE TEAM
HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF WOMEN'S VOICES IN THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.

SAMUEL “SAM” KENNEY

SAM REPRESENTS THE EVERYMAN WHO DESIRES TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE BUT IS OFTEN UNSURE OF HOW TO DO SO. HIS JOURNEY
ILLUSTRATES THE THEME OF PERSONAL GROWTH AND THE IMPACT OF FRIENDSHIP AND TEAMW ORK.

STuUDY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

To AID IN UNDERSTANDING THE FILM, HERE’S A LIST OF STUDY QUESTIONS ALONG WITH THEIR ANSWERS. THESE CAN BE USED
FOR DISCUSSION OR AS PART OF A STUDY GUIDE:

1. WHAT ROLE DOES DEBATE PLAY IN THE LIVES OF THE CHARACTERS?

DEBATE SERVES AS A PLATFORM FOR THE CHARACTERS TO EXPRESS THEIR BELIEFS, CHALLENGE SOCIETAL NORMS, AND ASSERT
THEIR IDENTITIES. |T EMPOWERS THEM TO CONFRONT ISSUES OF RACIAL INJUSTICE AND INEQUALITY.

2. How DOES THE FILM PORTRAY THE CONCEPT OF EDUCATION?

EDUCATION IS DEPICTED AS A VITAL TOOL FOR EMPOWERMENT AND SOCIAL CHANGE. HE CHARACTERS’ PURSUIT OF KNOWLEDGE
ENABLES THEM TO ARTICULATE THEIR ARGUMENTS EFFECTIVELY AND ADVOCATE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.

3. WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FINAL DEBATE AGAINST HARVARD?

THE FINAL DEBATE SYMBOLIZES THE CULMINATION OF THE CHARACTERS’ GROWTH AND THEIR ABILITY TO CHALLENGE THE

STATUS QUO. IT SERVES AS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE FILM, SHOWCASING THEIR HARD WORK, DEDICATION, AND THE IMPACT
OF THEIR MESSAGE.

4. How DO THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE CHARACTERS INFLUENCE THEIR
DEVELOPMENT?

THE RELATIONSHIPS AMONG THE TEAM MEMBERS PROVIDE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT, HELPING THEM TO OVERCOME
PERSONAL STRUGGLES. THEIR CAMARADERIE IS ESSENTIAL FOR THEIR SUCCESS IN THE DEBATES AND PERSONAL GROWTH.



5. IN WHAT WAYS DOES “THE GREAT DEBATERS” REFLECT HISTORICAL EVENTS?

THE FILM IS ROOTED IN THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE ]9305, A TIME OF RACIAL SEGREGATION AND CIVIL RIGHTS
STRUGGLES. |T REFLECTS THE REAL-LIFE CHALLENGES FACED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS AND HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF
ACTIVISM AND DEBATE IN ADVOCATING FOR CHANGE.

CoNcCLUSION

IN CONCLUSION, THE GREAT DEBATERS STUDY GUIDE ANSWER KEY SERVES AS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR THOSE LOOKING
TO ENHANCE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE FILM. BY EXPLORING ITS KEY THEMES, CHARACTER DYNAMICS, AND THOUGHT-
PROVOKING QUESTIONS, VIEWERS CAN GAIN DEEPER INSIGHTS INTO THE POWER OF DEBATE AND THE FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS.
“THe GReAT DEBATERS” IS NOT JUST A STORY ABOUT A COLLEGE DEBATE TEAM, IT IS A CELEBRATION OF RESILIENCE,
COURAGE, AND THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF \WORDS. \WHETHER USED IN AN EDUCATIONAL SETTING OR FOR PERSONAL
REFLECTION, THIS STUDY GUIDE WILL HELP ILLUMINATE THE FILM'S ENDURING MESSAGE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE PRIMARY THEME OF 'THE GREAT DEBATERS'?

THE PRIMARY THEME OF 'THE GREAT DEBATERS' REVOLVES AROUND THE POWER OF WORDS AND EDUCATION IN THE FIGHT
AGAINST INJUSTICE, AS WELL AS THE IMPORTANCE OF STANDING UP FOR ONE’'S BELIEFS.

How DOES THE FILM DEPICT THE ROLE OF DEBATE IN PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT?

THE FILM ILLUSTRATES THAT DEBATE FOSTERS CRITICAL THINKING, CONFIDENCE, AND PUBLIC SPEAKING SKILLS, WHICH ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR PERSONAL GROWTH AND EMPO\WERMENT.

WHAT HISTORICAL CONTEXT DOES ' THE GREAT DEBATERS’ ADDRESS?

THE FILM 1S SET IN THE 1930S AND ADDRESSES ISSUES SUCH AS RACIAL INEQUALITY, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND THE IMPACT OF THE
GREAT DEPRESSION ON AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

\WHO ARE THE MAIN CHARACTERS IN 'THE GREAT DEBATERS' AND WHAT ROLES DO THEY
PLAY?

THE MAIN CHARACTERS INCLUDE MELVIN B. TOLSON, THE PASSIONATE DEBATE COACH; JAMES FARMER JR., A TALENTED DEBATER;
AND HENRIETTA, WHO FACES PERSONAL CHALLENGES WHILE SUPPORTING HER PEERS. EACH CHARACTER REPRESENTS DIFFERENT
ASPECTS OF THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DEBATES IN THE STORYLINE?

THE DEBATES SERVE AS A PLATFORM FOR THE CHARACTERS TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS ON SOCIAL JUSTICE AND CIVIL RIGHTS,
HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF DIALOGUE AND INTELLECTUAL DISCOURSE IN ENACTING CHANGE.
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