
great carbuncle nathaniel hawthorne
great carbuncle nathaniel hawthorne is a short story by the renowned American author
Nathaniel Hawthorne, first published in 1837. This narrative delves into themes of ambition,
greed, and the quest for knowledge as it follows a diverse group of characters who embark
on a journey to find a mythical gem known as the Great Carbuncle. The story intricately
explores the motivations of each character, their interactions, and the philosophical
implications of their desires. In this article, we will examine the plot, characters, themes,
and literary significance of “The Great Carbuncle,” offering a comprehensive analysis of
Hawthorne’s work. We will also discuss its relevance in the context of 19th-century
American literature and its enduring appeal to readers today.
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Overview of "The Great Carbuncle"
The story begins with a group of characters who are drawn to the White Mountains in
search of the Great Carbuncle, a legendary gemstone reputed to possess extraordinary
beauty and power. Among the characters are a scientist, a poet, a philosopher, and a
simple man, each representing different facets of human ambition and desire. Hawthorne
sets the stage for a profound exploration of what each character seeks from the carbuncle
and what they are willing to sacrifice to achieve their dreams.

The narrative unfolds as the characters travel through the mountains, encountering
challenges and reflecting on their motivations. The Great Carbuncle serves as a symbol of
unattainable perfection and the folly of human aspiration. The story culminates in a
revelation about the true nature of the gem and the ultimate costs of desire.

Character Analysis
The characters in "The Great Carbuncle" are carefully crafted to embody various human
traits and aspirations, making them relatable and significant in the broader context of the



story.

The Poet
The poet is driven by an idealistic vision of beauty and artistic expression. He seeks the
Great Carbuncle as a means to inspire his work and elevate the human spirit. His journey
reflects the theme of artistic ambition and the desire for transcendence through creativity.

The Scientist
The scientist represents the pursuit of knowledge and the empirical quest for truth. His
motivations are grounded in rational inquiry, and he hopes to study the carbuncle as a
natural phenomenon. His character illustrates the tension between science and spirituality,
showcasing the limitations of purely rational thought.

The Philosopher
The philosopher seeks understanding and wisdom through contemplation. His desire for the
Great Carbuncle is less about material gain and more about the insights it could provide
into the nature of existence. His character embodies the introspective aspect of human
nature and the quest for deeper meaning.

The Simple Man
The simple man contrasts sharply with the other characters. His motivations are rooted in
practicality and a desire for a better life. He represents the everyman, highlighting how
ambition can manifest in different forms, sometimes driven by necessity rather than
aspiration.

Themes and Motifs
"The Great Carbuncle" is rich with themes that resonate deeply within the human
experience. Understanding these themes can enhance the reader's appreciation of
Hawthorne's work.

The Pursuit of Perfection
The quest for the Great Carbuncle symbolizes humanity's eternal pursuit of perfection and
the often-illusory nature of such aspirations. Each character's journey reflects the ways in
which the desire for perfection can lead to disillusionment and ultimately, self-discovery.



Ambition and Greed
Hawthorne explores the darker sides of ambition through the characters' interactions and
their motivations. The story suggests that unchecked ambition can lead to moral corruption
and a loss of humanity. The Great Carbuncle serves as a metaphor for the dangers of
pursuing one's desires without ethical considerations.

The Nature of Reality
The story delves into the philosophical question of what constitutes reality. Is it the physical
gem that the characters seek, or is it the experiences and transformations they undergo
during their quest? Hawthorne invites readers to reflect on the nature of existence and the
significance of personal journeys.

Literary Significance
"The Great Carbuncle" holds an important place in American literature, particularly in the
context of the Romantic movement. Hawthorne’s use of allegory and symbolism enriches
the narrative, making it a subject of study for literary scholars and enthusiasts alike.

The story embodies the tensions of 19th-century America—between science and faith,
ambition and morality, and the individual and society. Hawthorne's nuanced depiction of his
characters allows for a deep exploration of human nature, making the story relevant across
generations.

Furthermore, the narrative's structure and style reflect Hawthorne's mastery of language
and his ability to weave complex themes into a compelling story. Readers are left with
profound questions about their own pursuits and the nature of their desires.

Conclusion
In "The Great Carbuncle," Nathaniel Hawthorne presents a thought-provoking exploration of
ambition, desire, and the search for meaning in life. Through a rich tapestry of characters
and themes, the story invites readers to reflect on their own motivations and the costs
associated with their aspirations. The enduring relevance of Hawthorne's work speaks to its
literary significance and its ability to resonate with contemporary audiences. As readers
engage with the narrative, they are encouraged to ponder the deeper implications of their
own quests for perfection and the nature of reality itself.

FAQs

Q: What is the main plot of "The Great Carbuncle"?
A: The main plot follows a diverse group of characters who journey into the White



Mountains in search of a legendary gem known as the Great Carbuncle. Each character has
different motivations and desires, leading to reflections on ambition, greed, and the nature
of reality.

Q: Who are the main characters in "The Great
Carbuncle"?
A: The main characters include a poet, a scientist, a philosopher, and a simple man. Each
character represents different aspects of human ambition and desire, contributing to the
story’s exploration of these themes.

Q: What are the key themes in Hawthorne's "The Great
Carbuncle"?
A: The key themes include the pursuit of perfection, ambition versus greed, and the nature
of reality. Hawthorne examines how these themes manifest in the characters' quests and
their ultimate realizations.

Q: What does the Great Carbuncle symbolize in the
story?
A: The Great Carbuncle symbolizes humanity's quest for perfection and the often elusive
nature of such aspirations. It serves as a metaphor for the dangers of unchecked ambition
and the moral implications of desire.

Q: How does "The Great Carbuncle" reflect 19th-century
American literature?
A: The story embodies the tensions of the Romantic movement, exploring themes of
science versus faith, individual ambition, and societal expectations. It showcases
Hawthorne's literary style and his ability to address complex human experiences.

Q: What is the significance of the setting in "The Great
Carbuncle"?
A: The setting in the White Mountains serves as a backdrop for the characters’ journeys,
symbolizing both the physical and metaphorical challenges they face. It enhances the
themes of exploration and the quest for knowledge.

Q: How does the narrative structure of "The Great
Carbuncle" enhance its themes?
A: The narrative structure allows for the development of multiple perspectives, showcasing



the diverse motivations of the characters. This multifaceted approach deepens the
exploration of the central themes and invites readers to engage with the characters’
struggles.

Q: What lessons can be learned from "The Great
Carbuncle"?
A: The story teaches that the pursuit of material or idealistic goals can lead to
disillusionment. It emphasizes the importance of self-reflection and the understanding that
true fulfillment often comes from within rather than from external achievements.

Q: Is "The Great Carbuncle" still relevant today?
A: Yes, "The Great Carbuncle" remains relevant as it addresses universal themes of
ambition, desire, and self-discovery that continue to resonate with contemporary readers.
Hawthorne's insights into human nature are timeless and provoke ongoing reflection.
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