
graham greene the third man
graham greene the third man is a fascinating topic that intertwines the
worlds of literature and cinema, showcasing the prolific talents of Graham
Greene. This article delves into Greene's role in the creation of the
celebrated film "The Third Man," illuminating his contributions, the film's
historical context, and its enduring legacy. It explores key themes,
character analyses, and the atmospheric setting of post-war Vienna, as well
as the impact of Greene's writing style on the film's narrative.
Additionally, the article will touch upon the collaboration between Greene
and director Carol Reed, underscoring the synergy that brought this iconic
film to life.

By examining these elements, this article aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the interplay between Graham Greene and "The Third Man," and
how it continues to resonate with audiences today.
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Introduction to Graham Greene and "The Third
Man"

Graham Greene, a prominent 20th-century writer, is known for his profound
literary contributions that often explore moral ambiguity and human conflict.
Among his many works, "The Third Man" stands out as a notable piece that was
adapted into a film in 1949. Originally conceived as a screenplay by Greene,
the film is set in post-World War II Vienna, a city divided among the Allies.
Greene's writing captures the uncertainty and disillusionment of the era,
making it a poignant backdrop for the story. His ability to blend suspense
with rich character development is evident throughout the film, establishing



a lasting impact on both literature and cinema.

In this section, we will explore the historical context surrounding "The
Third Man," character dynamics, thematic elements, and the collaboration that
led to its creation. Understanding these facets will enhance appreciation for
Greene's contributions and the film's significance in cinematic history.

The Historical Context of "The Third Man"

The backdrop of "The Third Man" is essential to its narrative, reflecting the
chaotic atmosphere of post-war Vienna. After World War II, the city was
divided into four zones controlled by the Allied powers: the United States,
the United Kingdom, France, and the Soviet Union. This division created a
unique environment of tension and intrigue, where espionage and moral
ambiguity flourished.

The Post-War Setting

Vienna in the late 1940s was a city rife with corruption, black market
dealings, and a desperate populace. The film captures this atmosphere through
its cinematography and storytelling, highlighting the stark contrasts between
the occupying powers and the citizens struggling to survive. Greene's
narrative adeptly incorporates this setting, making it a character in its own
right.

The Influence on the Narrative

The political and social climate of post-war Vienna directly influences the
characters and plot of "The Third Man." The film's protagonist, Holly
Martins, arrives in Vienna as an American writer seeking a friend, only to
find himself embroiled in a web of intrigue and betrayal. This journey
reflects the disillusionment felt by many during this tumultuous period,
illustrating Greene's keen understanding of human nature amidst chaos.

Character Analysis in "The Third Man"

Characterization is a pivotal aspect of "The Third Man," with each character
representing varying moral complexities and motivations. Greene's ability to
create multifaceted characters adds depth to the narrative, making the viewer
ponder their intentions and loyalties.



Holly Martins

Holly Martins, portrayed by Joseph Cotten, is the quintessential American
outsider who arrives in Vienna with naivety and idealism. As the story
unfolds, Martins is forced to confront the darker aspects of human nature,
ultimately leading to a moral crisis. His evolution throughout the film
mirrors the broader themes of disillusionment and the search for truth.

Harry Lime

Harry Lime, played by Orson Welles, is a charismatic yet morally ambiguous
character. His charm masks a sinister reality, making him one of cinema's
most memorable antiheroes. Lime's actions drive the plot and challenge
Martins' perceptions of friendship and loyalty, underscoring Greene's
exploration of moral ambiguity.

Thematic Elements of the Film

"The Third Man" is rich with themes that resonate deeply with audiences,
reflecting the complexities of human nature and societal dynamics. Greene's
narrative weaves these themes seamlessly into the storyline, enhancing the
viewer's experience.

Morality and Ethics

One of the central themes of "The Third Man" is the exploration of morality
and ethical dilemmas. Characters are often faced with choices that blur the
lines between right and wrong, compelling viewers to reflect on their own
values. Greene's portrayal of these dilemmas invites discussion about the
nature of good and evil, especially in a world marked by chaos.

Friendship and Betrayal

The film intricately examines the themes of friendship and betrayal,
particularly through the relationship between Martins and Lime. As Martins
uncovers the truth about Lime, he grapples with feelings of loyalty and
betrayal, a reflection of the complexities inherent in human relationships.



The Collaboration between Greene and Reed

The partnership between Graham Greene and director Carol Reed was
instrumental in the success of "The Third Man." Their collaboration is a
testament to the synergy between literature and film, resulting in a
masterpiece that continues to captivate audiences.

The Writing Process

Greene's original screenplay laid the groundwork for the film, but Reed's
vision brought it to life. The two worked closely together, with Greene
providing insights into character motivations and themes, while Reed focused
on visual storytelling and atmosphere. This collaboration ensured that the
film remained true to Greene's literary sensibilities while also embracing
the cinematic medium.

Cinematography and Direction

Reed's direction, combined with the striking cinematography of Robert
Krasker, elevated the film's aesthetic. The use of shadow and light, along
with the unique angles of post-war Vienna, enhanced the suspense and
emotional depth of the narrative. Greene's dialogue complemented these
visuals, creating a cohesive and immersive experience for the viewer.

The Legacy of "The Third Man"

The impact of "The Third Man" extends far beyond its initial release,
establishing a legacy that influences filmmakers and writers alike. It is
often regarded as one of the greatest films of all time, praised for its
innovative storytelling and technical achievements.

Cultural Influence

The film's themes and characters have resonated with audiences for decades,
inspiring numerous adaptations, parodies, and references in popular culture.
Its iconic score, composed by Anton Karas, remains instantly recognizable,
further solidifying its place in cinematic history.



Continued Relevance

Even today, "The Third Man" serves as a reference point for discussions about
post-war literature and cinema. Its exploration of moral ambiguity and
complex characters remains relevant, inviting new generations to engage with
Greene's work and the themes he so masterfully depicted.

Conclusion

Graham Greene's "The Third Man" stands as a testament to the power of
storytelling in both literature and film. Through its rich historical
context, complex characters, and profound themes, the film captures the
essence of human experience in a world fraught with uncertainty. Greene's
collaboration with Carol Reed not only produced a cinematic masterpiece but
also ensured that the story of Holly Martins and Harry Lime would endure
through time, continuing to captivate and challenge audiences. As we reflect
on the legacy of "The Third Man," it becomes evident that Greene's
contributions to this film are a crucial part of his broader literary
achievements, reinforcing his status as one of the great writers of the 20th
century.

FAQs

Q: What is the main plot of "The Third Man"?
A: The main plot of "The Third Man" revolves around Holly Martins, an
American writer who travels to post-war Vienna to find his friend Harry Lime.
Upon arriving, he discovers that Lime is involved in a dark and dangerous
world of crime and moral ambiguity, leading to a gripping exploration of
friendship, betrayal, and truth.

Q: How did Graham Greene contribute to the film
adaptation of "The Third Man"?
A: Graham Greene wrote the original screenplay for "The Third Man," which was
later adapted into a film. His writing established the characters, themes,
and moral dilemmas that define the story, making his contribution fundamental
to the film's narrative and emotional depth.

Q: What are the key themes explored in "The Third



Man"?
A: Key themes in "The Third Man" include morality and ethics, friendship and
betrayal, and the complexities of human nature. The film explores how
characters navigate moral dilemmas in a chaotic post-war environment,
prompting viewers to reflect on their own values.

Q: Who directed "The Third Man," and what was
significant about their collaboration with Greene?
A: "The Third Man" was directed by Carol Reed. His collaboration with Graham
Greene was significant as it combined Greene's literary prowess with Reed's
cinematic vision, resulting in a film that effectively captured the
atmosphere and themes of Greene's writing while utilizing the visual
storytelling of cinema.

Q: Why is "The Third Man" considered a classic film?
A: "The Third Man" is considered a classic due to its innovative
storytelling, memorable characters, and striking cinematography. Its
exploration of complex themes and moral ambiguity, along with its historical
context, has cemented its status as one of the greatest films in cinema
history.

Q: What influence has "The Third Man" had on modern
cinema?
A: "The Third Man" has had a profound influence on modern cinema, inspiring
filmmakers with its narrative style, character development, and visual
techniques. Its themes of moral ambiguity and the human condition continue to
resonate, making it a reference point for many contemporary films and
stories.

Q: How does the setting of post-war Vienna
contribute to the film?
A: The setting of post-war Vienna is crucial to "The Third Man," as it
reflects the chaos and disillusionment of the time. The divided city creates
an atmosphere of tension and intrigue, serving as a backdrop for the film's
exploration of moral dilemmas and the complexities of human relationships.

Q: What role does music play in "The Third Man"?
A: Music plays a significant role in "The Third Man," particularly the iconic
zither score composed by Anton Karas. The music enhances the film's



atmosphere, adding emotional depth and contributing to its overall
suspenseful and haunting tone.

Q: How has Graham Greene's work been recognized in
literature?
A: Graham Greene's work has been widely recognized for its exploration of
complex moral themes and human psychology. He is celebrated as one of the
foremost writers of the 20th century, with many of his novels and
screenplays, including "The Third Man," continuing to be studied and
appreciated for their literary merit.
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