
good jazz songs to harmonize

Good jazz songs to harmonize offer a rich tapestry of melodies and chords
that not only challenge musicians but also provide a beautiful canvas for
vocalists and instrumentalists alike. Jazz music is celebrated for its
intricate harmonies, improvisational nature, and emotional depth. Whether
you’re a seasoned performer or a budding musician, exploring jazz can be an
enriching experience. In this article, we will delve into some of the most
captivating jazz songs that are perfect for harmonization, along with tips on
how to approach them and enhance your musical skills.

The Allure of Jazz Harmonization

Harmonizing in jazz involves layering vocal or instrumental lines to create a
fuller sound. The beauty of jazz lies in its complexity; the harmonies can be
both simple and intricate, offering a wide range of possibilities for
interpretation. Here are some reasons why harmonizing jazz songs is a
rewarding endeavor:

Emotional Expression: Jazz often conveys deep emotions, making it an
ideal genre for vocalists who want to connect with their audience.

Improvisation: Jazz encourages improvisation, allowing musicians to add
their unique flair to harmonies.

Rich Chord Progressions: The diverse chord changes in jazz songs provide
opportunities for exploration and creativity.

Collaboration: Jazz is often performed in ensembles, fostering a sense
of community and collaboration among musicians.

Top Jazz Songs to Harmonize

Here’s a list of some iconic jazz songs that are excellent choices for
harmonization, each offering unique opportunities for vocalists and
instrumentalists.

1. "Autumn Leaves" - Joseph Kosma

"Autumn Leaves" is a jazz standard that beautifully captures the essence of
fall with its poignant lyrics and melody. The song features a simple yet
effective chord progression, making it accessible for harmonization.

2. "Summertime" - George Gershwin

From the opera "Porgy and Bess," "Summertime" is a classic that has been



covered by countless artists. Its bluesy feel and haunting melody provide a
fantastic platform for vocal harmonies, allowing for both major and minor
harmonizations.

3. "Fly Me to the Moon" - Bart Howard

This timeless piece has become a jazz favorite, particularly in the
arrangement made famous by Frank Sinatra. The song's catchy melody and
straightforward chord structure make it ideal for harmonizing in a group
setting.

4. "Blue Monk" - Thelonious Monk

A staple of the jazz repertoire, "Blue Monk" is a twelve-bar blues that
invites improvisation and harmonization. Its repetitive structure allows for
creative vocal and instrumental layering, making it a fun choice for jam
sessions.

5. "My Funny Valentine" - Richard Rodgers and Lorenz
Hart

This ballad is known for its emotional depth and complex chords. The song’s
haunting melody lends itself well to rich vocal harmonies, allowing singers
to explore the nuances of their voices.

6. "Take Five" - Dave Brubeck

"Take Five" is an innovative piece in 5/4 time that offers a unique rhythmic
challenge. Harmonizing on this track can be exciting, as the offbeat rhythms
create an engaging backdrop for vocalists and instrumentalists alike.

7. "Ain't Misbehavin'" - Fats Waller

This upbeat tune is infused with a sense of nostalgia and swing. Its clear
melodic lines make it perfect for vocal harmonization, especially in a group
setting where singers can share the lead.

8. "All of Me" - Gerald Marks and Seymour Simons

A heartfelt ballad, "All of Me" remains one of the most performed jazz
standards. Its straightforward melody allows for beautiful harmonies, whether
sung or played on instruments.



Tips for Harmonizing Jazz Songs

Harmonizing jazz songs can be both challenging and rewarding. Here are some
tips to help you navigate the process:

1. Understand the Chord Progressions

Before attempting to harmonize, familiarize yourself with the underlying
chord progressions of the song. This understanding will aid in creating
harmonies that complement the melody.

2. Experiment with Voicings

Explore different voicings for your harmonies. Jazz often incorporates
extended chords, so don’t shy away from using 7ths, 9ths, and even altered
chords to add richness to your sound.

3. Use Call and Response Techniques

Incorporate call and response techniques in your harmonizations. This method
allows for interaction between different parts, creating a dynamic and
engaging performance.

4. Listen to the Greats

Study recordings of legendary jazz musicians and vocalists. Pay attention to
how they harmonize and interact with each other, and try to incorporate those
elements into your own playing or singing.

5. Practice Improvisation

Improvisation is a key element of jazz. Practicing improvisational techniques
will help you become more comfortable with harmonizing and allow you to
express your unique musical voice.

Conclusion

Exploring good jazz songs to harmonize is a journey that can elevate your
musicianship and deepen your appreciation for this rich genre. From timeless
classics like "Autumn Leaves" and "Summertime" to modern masterpieces like
"Take Five," each song offers unique characteristics that can inspire
creativity and collaboration. By understanding the chord progressions,
experimenting with voicings, and embracing improvisation, you can create
beautiful harmonies that resonate with audiences. So gather your fellow
musicians, pick a song from our list, and let the magic of jazz come alive



through your harmonization!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some classic jazz songs that are great for
harmonizing?

Some classic jazz songs that are excellent for harmonizing include 'Autumn
Leaves', 'Summertime', and 'Blue Skies'.

Which jazz standards are recommended for vocal
harmonization?

Recommended jazz standards for vocal harmonization include 'All of Me', 'Fly
Me to the Moon', and 'Ain't Misbehavin'.

Are there specific jazz songs suitable for beginner
harmonizers?

Yes, songs like 'Cantaloupe Island' and 'Take the 'A' Train' are great for
beginners as they have simple melodies and chord structures.

What modern jazz songs can be used for harmonizing?

Modern jazz songs like 'Come Away With Me' by Norah Jones and 'Put It Where
You Want It' by The Crusaders are suitable for harmonization.

How do I choose a jazz song to harmonize with?

Choose a jazz song with a clear melody, interesting chord changes, and a
moderate tempo that allows for easy vocal layering.

What role do chord progressions play in jazz
harmonization?

Chord progressions in jazz provide a foundation for harmonies; understanding
common progressions like ii-V-I can enhance your harmonization skills.

Can instrumental jazz pieces be harmonized vocally?

Yes, instrumental jazz pieces like 'Take Five' can be adapted for vocal
harmonization by creating melodies that fit the chord progressions.

What are some tips for harmonizing in jazz?

Tips for harmonizing in jazz include listening closely to the melody,
experimenting with different intervals, and practicing with a group to refine
your sound.



Are there any online resources for finding good jazz
harmonization songs?

Yes, websites like JazzStandards.com and music streaming services often have
playlists dedicated to jazz standards ideal for harmonization.
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