
good articles to write a rhetorical analysis on
Good articles to write a rhetorical analysis on are essential for students and writers looking to
deepen their understanding of rhetorical strategies and enhance their analytical skills. Rhetorical
analysis involves examining how authors use language, style, and persuasive techniques to convey
their messages and influence their audience. Selecting the right article is crucial, as it can
significantly affect the depth and quality of your analysis. This guide will present various types of
articles that serve as excellent subjects for rhetorical analysis, along with tips on how to approach
your analysis.

Types of Articles for Rhetorical Analysis

When considering articles for rhetorical analysis, it is important to focus on those that employ strong
rhetorical strategies. Here are some categories of articles that can provide rich material for analysis:

1. Opinion Pieces

Opinion articles are often written to persuade the audience to adopt a particular viewpoint. They
typically utilize emotional appeals, logical reasoning, and credible evidence.

- Examples: Editorials in newspapers like The New York Times, The Washington Post, or The
Guardian.
- Why Choose These: Opinion pieces are often highly charged and can reveal the author's bias.
Analyzing how the author builds their argument and engages the reader can lead to insightful
discussions about ethos, pathos, and logos.

2. Speeches

Famous speeches, whether delivered live or published in written form, are rich in rhetorical devices
and persuasive techniques.

- Examples: Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have a Dream," Barack Obama's inaugural addresses, or
Malala Yousafzai's UN Youth Assembly speech.
- Why Choose These: Speeches often employ repetition, metaphors, and emotional appeals.
Analyzing how these elements work together to inspire or motivate an audience can yield profound
insights.

3. Advertisements

Advertisements often rely on visual rhetoric and concise language to persuade consumers to buy
products or services.



- Examples: Print ads from brands like Nike, Apple, or Coca-Cola.
- Why Choose These: Analyzing advertisements allows you to explore the intersection of visual and
verbal rhetoric. Look at how images, slogans, and colors work together to appeal to the audience's
emotions and desires.

4. Research Articles

Academic articles that present research findings can also be effective for rhetorical analysis,
especially in their use of data and argumentation.

- Examples: Articles from journals like "Nature," "The Lancet," or "The Journal of Communication."
- Why Choose These: Research articles often aim to persuade the academic community of the validity
of a specific study or theory. Examining how the authors present evidence, structure arguments, and
address counterarguments can be enlightening.

5. Personal Essays

Personal essays allow authors to share their experiences while employing various rhetorical
strategies to engage the reader.

- Examples: Essays from publications like The Atlantic, The New Yorker, or personal blogs that have
gone viral.
- Why Choose These: The subjective nature of personal essays allows for a deep dive into the
author's voice and style. Analyzing how personal anecdotes and emotional appeals work together
can reveal much about the author's intent and audience engagement.

6. News Articles

In-depth news articles that explore significant issues can be ripe for rhetorical analysis, particularly
in how they frame topics and influence public perception.

- Examples: Investigative articles from major news outlets or feature stories that cover pressing
social issues.
- Why Choose These: News articles often use specific language to shape the narrative around an
event or issue. Analyzing the choice of words, sources, and framing can provide insights into
journalistic bias and the power of media in shaping public discourse.

Criteria for Selecting an Article

When choosing an article for rhetorical analysis, consider the following criteria to ensure you select
a piece that will provide ample material for analysis:



1. Richness of Content

- Look for articles that present complex arguments or themes.
- Choose pieces that engage with current events or societal issues, as they often evoke stronger
emotional responses.

2. Use of Rhetorical Strategies

- Select articles that clearly employ rhetorical strategies such as ethos, pathos, and logos.
- Consider the use of figurative language, imagery, and sentence structure that enhance the
argument.

3. Audience Engagement

- Choose articles that are intended for a specific audience, as this can affect the author's rhetorical
choices.
- Analyze how well the article addresses and engages its intended audience.

4. Availability of Sources

- Ensure the article is accessible and provides enough background information for analysis.
- Consider whether the article references other works or studies that can be useful for supporting
your analysis.

How to Conduct a Rhetorical Analysis

Once you have selected an article for rhetorical analysis, follow these steps to conduct a thorough
examination:

1. Read the Article Thoroughly

- Take notes on key points, arguments, and rhetorical strategies used.
- Highlight passages that stand out or evoke strong responses.

2. Identify the Rhetorical Situation

- Analyze the context in which the article was written, including the author’s background, audience,
and purpose.



- Consider how these elements influence the article’s tone and style.

3. Examine Rhetorical Strategies

- Identify the use of ethos (credibility), pathos (emotional appeal), and logos (logical reasoning).
- Look for figurative language, anecdotes, and examples that enhance the argument.

4. Analyze the Structure

- Consider how the article is organized and how this affects the delivery of the message.
- Look at the introduction, body, and conclusion to see how they work together.

5. Formulate Your Thesis

- Develop a clear thesis statement that encapsulates your analysis of the article’s rhetorical
effectiveness.
- Ensure your thesis is specific and arguable.

6. Write Your Analysis

- Use evidence from the article to support your points.
- Structure your analysis logically, with clear transitions between paragraphs.

Conclusion

Choosing good articles to write a rhetorical analysis on is a critical step in developing analytical
writing skills. By focusing on opinion pieces, speeches, advertisements, research articles, personal
essays, and news articles, you can find rich material that showcases various rhetorical strategies.
Remember to consider the richness of content, the use of rhetorical strategies, audience
engagement, and source availability when selecting your article. By conducting a thorough
rhetorical analysis, you can gain deeper insights into how authors communicate their messages and
persuade their audiences. This skill is invaluable not only in academic settings but also in
understanding the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some classic literary works that are great for



rhetorical analysis?
Classic literary works such as 'The Great Gatsby' by F. Scott Fitzgerald and 'Pride and Prejudice' by
Jane Austen offer rich themes and rhetorical devices for analysis.

Can contemporary speeches be effective subjects for rhetorical
analysis?
Yes, contemporary speeches like Barack Obama's 'Yes We Can' speech or Malala Yousafzai's UN
Youth Assembly speech are powerful examples due to their emotional appeals and persuasive
techniques.

What type of articles are ideal for analyzing rhetorical
strategies?
Editorials and opinion pieces from reputable newspapers, such as The New York Times or The
Guardian, are ideal for analyzing rhetorical strategies due to their persuasive intent.

Are there specific advertisements that serve as good examples
for rhetorical analysis?
Yes, notable advertisements like Apple's 'Think Different' campaign and Nike's 'Just Do It' campaign
are excellent subjects for analyzing visual rhetoric and emotional appeal.

What role do social media posts play in rhetorical analysis?
Social media posts, especially viral tweets or Instagram stories, can be analyzed for their use of
ethos, pathos, and logos, showcasing modern rhetorical strategies.

Can films be subjects of rhetorical analysis, and if so, which
ones?
Absolutely, films like '12 Angry Men' and 'Dead Poets Society' are rich with rhetorical elements that
can be deconstructed for their narrative and persuasive techniques.

What are some impactful essays that can be analyzed
rhetorically?
Essays such as 'The Myth of Sisyphus' by Albert Camus and 'A Modest Proposal' by Jonathan Swift
provide strong arguments and rhetorical devices for analysis.

How can political manifestos be useful for rhetorical analysis?
Political manifestos, like the Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels or recent party platforms,
are essential for analyzing persuasive rhetoric and ideological appeals.
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