gone with the wind movie trivia

Gone with the Wind movie trivia has captivated audiences since its release in 1939. Based on
Margaret Mitchell's 1936 novel of the same name, the film has become a cultural landmark, setting
records and winning numerous awards. Its grandeur, sweeping romance, and historical backdrop have
made it a classic in American cinema. However, beyond its iconic scenes and memorable characters,
there are numerous fascinating trivia facts that even the most ardent fans might not know. This article

delves into the intriguing details surrounding the production, cast, and legacy of "Gone with the Wind."

Production Background

Development of the Film

- Initial Interest: After the success of Margaret Mitchell's novel, which won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction
in 1937, Hollywood quickly recognized its potential for adaptation.

- Warner Bros. and MGM: Initially, Warner Bros. secured the rights to the novel, but they later sold the
rights to Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM), which ultimately produced the film.

- Producer David O. Selznick: Selznick's ambition and vision were crucial in bringing the story to the
big screen. He was determined to create an epic film that would resonate with audiences for

generations.

Screenplay Development

- Multiple Writers: The screenplay went through several revisions and involved multiple writers,
including Sidney Howard, who received sole credit for the final script.
- Mitchell's Involvement: Margaret Mitchell was not directly involved in the screenplay's writing but did

provide some input, particularly on characterizations.



Iconic Casting Choices

Scarlett O'Hara and Rhett Butler

- Vivien Leigh: Although Selznick had initially considered several actresses for the role of Scarlett,
including Bette Davis and Katharine Hepburn, he ultimately chose Vivien Leigh after a lengthy audition
process.

- Clark Gable: Gable was the first choice for Rhett Butler, and his portrayal solidified his status as a

Hollywood legend.

Supporting Cast

- Olivia de Havilland: De Havilland played Melanie Wilkes and won an Academy Award for Best
Supporting Actress for her role.
- Hattie McDaniel: McDaniel made history by becoming the first African American to win an Academy

Award for her portrayal of Mammy, a role that sparked discussions about race in Hollywood.

Filming Facts

Location and Sets

- Studio Filming: Much of the film was shot at MGM studios in Culver City, California, though some
scenes were filmed on location in Georgia.
- The Tara Plantation: The iconic Tara plantation was constructed on the studio lot and was designed

to reflect the grandeur of the Old South.



Technical Innovations

- Technicolor: "Gone with the Wind" was one of the first films to use Technicolor so extensively,
contributing to its stunning visual appeal.
- Camera Work: The film is known for its innovative camera techniques, including the use of deep

focus and sweeping crane shots.

Cultural Impact and Controversies

Box Office Success

- Record-Breaking Earnings: Upon its release, "Gone with the Wind" became the highest-grossing film
of all time, a title it held for decades. It earned over $390 million worldwide, equivalent to billions today
when adjusted for inflation.

- Awards: The film won ten Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Director, and Best Actress

for Vivien Leigh.

Controversial Themes

- Depiction of Slavery: The film's romanticized portrayal of the antebellum South has led to significant
criticism and discussions about race and representation in Hollywood. Critics argue that it glosses over
the harsh realities of slavery.

- Reevaluating the Legacy: In recent years, discussions have emerged about the film’s portrayal of
African American characters and the implications of its narrative, prompting some theaters to

reconsider its screenings.



Memorable Quotes and Scenes

Famous Lines

- "Frankly, my dear, | don't give a damn.": This iconic line delivered by Rhett Butler is often cited as
one of the most memorable in cinematic history.
- "As God is my witness, I'll never be hungry again.": Scarlett's declaration captures her determination

and resilience, making it one of the film's most quoted lines.

Iconic Scenes

- The Burning of Atlanta: The dramatic scene depicting the burning of Atlanta during the Civil War is
not only visually striking but also pivotal to the film's narrative.
- The Tara Scene: Scarlett's return to Tara, covered in dirt and despair, symbolizes her struggle

against adversity and her unyielding spirit.

Legacy of the Film

Influence on Cinema

- Epic Storytelling: "Gone with the Wind" set the standard for epic romance films and has influenced
countless filmmakers in the decades since its release.
- Cinematic Techniques: Many of the technical innovations and narrative structures introduced in the

film continue to be studied and emulated in modern cinema.



Preservation and Restoration

- Continued Screenings: Despite the controversies surrounding it, "Gone with the Wind" remains a
staple in film history and is often screened in festivals and retrospectives.
- Restoration Efforts: Over the years, the film has undergone various restoration efforts to preserve its

visual quality and ensure future generations can appreciate its artistry.

Fun Trivia Facts

- Filming Duration: The filming lasted over 125 days, which was considered extensive for that era.

- Costume Design: The costumes worn by the characters, especially Scarlett's many dresses, were
designed by the renowned costume designer Walter Plunkett and have become iconic.

- Box Office Records: The film's earnings were so significant that adjustments for inflation still make it
one of the highest-grossing films in history.

- Cameo Appearances: Some of Hollywood's top stars of the time made cameo appearances, including

a brief role by actress Ann Rutherford.

Conclusion

"Gone with the Wind" is more than just a film; it is a cultural phenomenon that has left an indelible
mark on American cinema and society. Its rich tapestry of characters, unforgettable quotes, and
historical context provides endless opportunities for discussion and exploration. While its legacy is
complicated by contemporary views on race and representation, the film's artistry and impact on the
film industry cannot be overlooked. The trivia surrounding its production, cast, and reception enriches
our understanding of this monumental work, ensuring that "Gone with the Wind" remains a topic of

fascination for film lovers and historians alike.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who played the character of Scarlett O'Hara in 'Gone with the Wind'?

Vivien Leigh

What is the name of Scarlett O'Hara's home in the movie?

Tara

In what year was 'Gone with the Wind' released?

1939

Who directed 'Gone with the Wind'?

Victor Fleming

Which character is known for the quote, 'Frankly, my dear, | don't give
a damn'?

Rhett Butler

What historical event serves as the backdrop for 'Gone with the
Wind'?

The American Civil War

How many Academy Awards did 'Gone with the Wind' win?

8



What is the original source material for the film 'Gone with the Wind'?

A novel by Margaret Mitchell

Which actress won the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress
for her role in 'Gone with the Wind'?

Hattie McDaniel
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