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Goldman Sachs Online Assessment HackerRank has become a pivotal part of the recruitment process for
candidates seeking to join one of the leading global investment banking and financial services firms. With
the increasing reliance on technology in recruitment, Goldman Sachs employs HackerRank to evaluate
potential candidates' coding skills, problem-solving abilities, and technical knowledge in a systematic way.
This article delves into the intricacies of the Goldman Sachs online assessment on HackerRank, providing
candidates with valuable insights and tips to navigate the process successfully.

Understanding the Goldman Sachs Online Assessment

The online assessment by Goldman Sachs is designed to filter candidates based on their technical
competencies and analytical skills. It typically consists of several coding challenges that reflect the real-
world scenarios a candidate might encounter in their job role. The assessment aims to evaluate not only
coding proficiency but also logical reasoning and problem-solving abilities.

Format of the Assessment

1. Coding Challenges: The assessment usually includes a series of algorithmic problems that candidates must
solve within a specified time frame. These problems can range from simple tasks to more complex
algorithms that require a deeper understanding of data structures and algorithms.

2. Multiple Choice Questions: Candidates may face multiple-choice questions that test their knowledge of
programming concepts, software engineering principles, and sometimes knowledge relevant to finance and
investment banking.

3. Time Limit: The assessment is typically time-constrained, requiring candidates to manage their time
effectively to complete all questions.

4. Languages Supported: HackerRank generally supports multiple programming languages such as Python,
Java, C++, and others, allowing candidates to choose their preferred language for coding.

Preparation Strategies for the HackerRank Assessment

Success in the Goldman Sachs online assessment requires thorough preparation. Here are some effective
strategies to enhance your performance:



1. Familiarize Yourself with HackerRank

Before the assessment, spend some time getting accustomed to the HackerRank platform.

- Create an Account: Set up a free account on HackerRank to get a feel for the interface.
- Practice Problems: Engage in practice problems available on the platform to understand the types of
questions typically presented.

2. Strengthen Your Coding Skills

Focus on improving your coding skills by practicing a variety of problems:

- Data Structures: Ensure you have a solid grasp of arrays, linked lists, stacks, queues, trees, and graphs.
- Algorithms: Familiarize yourself with sorting algorithms, searching algorithms, dynamic programming,
and greedy algorithms.
- Complexity Analysis: Understand time and space complexity to optimize your solutions.

3. Leverage Online Resources

Numerous online resources can aid your preparation:

- Coding Platforms: Utilize platforms like LeetCode, CodeSignal, and Codewars to practice coding problems.
- Video Tutorials: Consider watching tutorials on YouTube or other educational platforms that cover coding
concepts and problem-solving techniques.
- Books: Books like "Cracking the Coding Interview" and "Introduction to Algorithms" can provide in-depth
knowledge.

4. Mock Assessments

Conduct mock assessments to simulate the actual experience:

- Set a Timer: Time yourself while solving problems to improve your speed and efficiency.
- Review Solutions: After completing mock assessments, review your solutions and identify areas for
improvement.



Key Topics to Focus On

While preparing for the Goldman Sachs online assessment, focus on several key topics that frequently
appear:

1. Algorithms and Data Structures

Understanding common algorithms and data structures is crucial:

- Sorting and Searching Algorithms: Know how to implement and optimize algorithms like QuickSort,
MergeSort, and binary search.
- Dynamic Programming: Familiarize yourself with common dynamic programming problems like the
Fibonacci sequence, knapsack problems, and longest common subsequence.

2. Mathematics and Statistics

Since Goldman Sachs operates in finance, a solid understanding of mathematics can be advantageous:

- Probability and Combinatorics: Brush up on basic probability, permutations, combinations, and expected
values.
- Financial Mathematics: Understand concepts like present value, future value, and interest calculations
which may be relevant in your assessment.

3. System Design (for Experienced Candidates)

For candidates applying for more senior roles, system design questions may be included:

- Design Patterns: Know common design patterns and their applicability.
- Scalability: Understand how to design systems that can scale efficiently.

During the Assessment

When you begin the Goldman Sachs online assessment, keep the following tips in mind:



1. Read Questions Carefully

Ensure that you fully understand what is being asked before diving into coding. Misinterpreting the
problem can lead to wasted time.

2. Plan Your Approach

Before coding, outline your approach to the problem. This planning phase can help you avoid unnecessary
errors and streamline your coding process.

3. Test Your Code

After writing your solution, test it against various test cases, including edge cases. Make sure it handles
different scenarios correctly to avoid losing points for incorrect outputs.

4. Time Management

Be mindful of the time limit. If you find yourself stuck on a question, it might be wiser to move on to the
next one and return later if time permits.

Post-Assessment Steps

After completing the assessment, there are a few steps you can take:

1. Reflect on Your Performance

Evaluate your performance and identify areas where you struggled. This reflection can guide your future
preparation efforts.

2. Prepare for Interviews

If you pass the assessment stage, you will likely be invited for an interview. Prepare for technical and



behavioral questions that may arise during the interview process.

3. Stay Updated

Keep abreast of industry trends and developments in finance, as this knowledge can be beneficial during
interviews and subsequent job roles.

Conclusion

Navigating the Goldman Sachs online assessment on HackerRank can be a challenging yet rewarding
experience. By understanding the format, preparing effectively, and focusing on key topics, candidates can
enhance their chances of success. Remember, thorough preparation and a strategic approach during the
assessment can set candidates apart in this competitive recruitment process. With dedication and practice,
you can position yourself to excel in the Goldman Sachs online assessment and advance toward a promising
career in finance and investment banking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Goldman Sachs online assessment on HackerRank?
The Goldman Sachs online assessment on HackerRank is a coding test designed to evaluate the technical
skills of candidates applying for positions at Goldman Sachs. It typically includes algorithm and data
structure problems.

What kind of questions can I expect in the Goldman Sachs HackerRank
assessment?
Candidates can expect a mix of problem-solving questions, coding challenges, and possibly some behavioral
questions. Topics often include data structures, algorithms, and basic programming concepts.

How can I prepare for the Goldman Sachs online assessment?
To prepare, candidates should practice coding problems on platforms like LeetCode or HackerRank, review
data structures and algorithms, and familiarize themselves with common interview questions related to
programming.



Is there a time limit for the Goldman Sachs HackerRank assessment?
Yes, the assessment usually has a set time limit, typically ranging from 60 to 120 minutes, depending on
the specific role and number of questions.

Can I use any programming language during the Goldman Sachs
HackerRank assessment?
Yes, candidates can usually choose from several programming languages supported by HackerRank, such as
Python, Java, C++, and others, to solve the problems.

What should I do if I encounter technical issues during the assessment?
If you face technical issues during the assessment, you should immediately contact HackerRank support for
assistance, as they can help resolve technical problems.

How is the Goldman Sachs HackerRank assessment scored?
The assessment is typically scored based on the correctness of the solutions, the efficiency of the algorithms
used, and the overall code quality. Some assessments may also consider the time taken to complete the tasks.

Are there any specific topics I should focus on for the Goldman Sachs
assessment?
Yes, candidates should focus on algorithms (like sorting and searching), data structures (like arrays, linked
lists, trees, and graphs), and problem-solving techniques like dynamic programming and recursion.

Can I retake the Goldman Sachs online assessment if I am not satisfied
with my score?
Typically, candidates are allowed only one attempt at the Goldman Sachs online assessment for a specific
role. However, if you apply for a different position in the future, you may have the opportunity to take the
assessment again.
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