
goldilocks and the three dinosaurs as
retold by mo willems
Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs is a delightful retelling of the classic
fairy tale, showcasing the unique storytelling style of Mo Willems. This
children’s book cleverly reimagines the familiar narrative of Goldilocks but
adds an unexpected twist—dinosaurs! Willems, a celebrated author and
illustrator known for his engaging characters and humor, brings a fresh
perspective to the tale, making it appealing to both children and adults
alike.

Overview of the Story

In this entertaining retelling, we encounter three dinosaurs who have a very
specific plan. Unlike the original story, where the bears are simply the
innocent victims of Goldilocks' curiosity, Willems gives the dinosaurs a
mischievous intent. The dinosaurs—two of whom are named and characterized—set
a trap for an unsuspecting visitor, Goldilocks.

Characters

The characters in "Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs" are vividly portrayed,
focusing on the following key figures:

- Goldilocks: A curious little girl who wanders into the dinosaurs' home.
- The Three Dinosaurs:
- The Big Dinosaur: The leader who concocts the plan to lure Goldilocks.
- The Medium Dinosaur: The enthusiastic accomplice who supports the trap.
- The Little Dinosaur: A more reluctant participant who seems less interested
in the scheme.

This dynamic creates an engaging storyline where readers can witness the
interplay between the characters, especially the dinosaurs' playful plotting
and Goldilocks' unsuspecting nature.

Plot Summary

The story begins with the introduction of the three dinosaurs, who are
cleverly depicted as having set up their home for some unsuspecting girl to
come and explore. They leave the door open and set out for a short walk,
creating an inviting atmosphere for Goldilocks. The narrative unfolds as
Goldilocks stumbles upon their home, intrigued by the idea of exploring it.



Key Events

As Goldilocks enters the dinosaurs' home, several key events take place:

1. Exploration of the Home: Goldilocks finds the three bowls of pudding, each
belonging to the dinosaurs. She tastes each one, finding the first too hot,
the second too cold, and the third just right.

2. The Beds: Continuing her exploration, Goldilocks tests the three beds.
Similar to the pudding, she finds the first too hard, the second too soft,
and the third just right, where she eventually falls asleep.

3. The Dinosaurs' Return: The tension builds when the dinosaurs return home,
realizing that their trap has been set off. They excitedly discuss the
possibility of finding Goldilocks in their house, leading to a humorous
climax.

4. Goldilocks Awakens: Just as the dinosaurs are about to discover
Goldilocks, she wakes up and realizes that she is in a house filled with
dinosaurs. The story takes a comical turn as Goldilocks makes a swift escape.

Themes and Messages

Willems’ retelling of the classic story highlights several themes that
resonate with young readers:

Curiosity

Goldilocks’ curiosity drives the plot, prompting her to enter the dinosaurs’
home despite the potential danger. This theme of curiosity is balanced with a
lesson about caution, as Goldilocks learns that not all adventures are safe.

Consequences of Actions

The dinosaurs’ plan to trap Goldilocks ultimately backfires when she awakens
and escapes. This theme emphasizes that actions have consequences, reminding
readers that even the best-laid plans can go awry.

Humor and Playfulness

Willems’ signature humor is prevalent throughout the book. The playful
dynamic between Goldilocks and the dinosaurs adds a layer of fun to the



traditional story, making it engaging for children. The absurdity of
dinosaurs plotting against a little girl enhances the comedic aspect of the
narrative.

Illustrations and Style

Mo Willems is well-known for his distinctive illustration style, which
contributes significantly to the storytelling experience. In "Goldilocks and
the Three Dinosaurs," his illustrations are simple yet expressive,
effectively conveying the emotions and actions of the characters.

Artistic Choices

- Color Palette: The use of bright, bold colors captures the attention of
young readers and creates a lively atmosphere.
- Character Expressions: Willems excels in illustrating the facial
expressions of his characters, allowing readers to connect with their
feelings and motivations.
- Visual Humor: The illustrations often contain elements of visual humor that
enhance the comedic aspects of the story, making it enjoyable to read aloud.

Conclusion

In "Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs," Mo Willems masterfully combines
humor, creativity, and a fresh perspective on a beloved fairy tale. By
reimagining the characters and the plot, Willems not only entertains but also
imparts valuable lessons about curiosity, consequences, and the importance of
caution.

The book serves as an excellent tool for parents and educators to engage
children in reading, encouraging them to think critically about stories and
the choices characters make. Willems’ unique storytelling style, coupled with
his charming illustrations, makes this retelling a must-read for children and
a delightful addition to any bookshelf.

In summary, "Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs" is a testament to Willems’
ability to reinvigorate classic tales, making them relevant and enjoyable for
a new generation. Whether read at home, in the classroom, or during story
time, this book is sure to spark laughter and discussion, leaving a lasting
impression on its readers.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main twist in Mo Willems' retelling of
'Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs'?
The twist is that instead of three bears, the story features three dinosaurs
who are cleverly trying to lure Goldilocks into their home, creating a
humorous and unexpected spin on the classic tale.

How does Mo Willems use humor in 'Goldilocks and the
Three Dinosaurs'?
Willems infuses humor through playful illustrations, witty dialogue, and the
dinosaurs' mischievous plans, making the story entertaining for both children
and adults.

What themes are present in 'Goldilocks and the Three
Dinosaurs'?
The story explores themes of curiosity, caution, and the consequences of
wandering into unfamiliar situations, all while maintaining a lighthearted
tone.

How does the illustration style in Mo Willems' book
enhance the storytelling?
Willems' distinctive illustration style, characterized by bold colors and
simple lines, effectively captures the playful yet suspenseful elements of
the story, drawing readers in visually.

What age group is 'Goldilocks and the Three
Dinosaurs' best suited for?
The book is best suited for young children, typically ages 3 to 7, as it
combines a familiar story with engaging illustrations and humor that appeals
to early readers.
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