golden circle self guided tour

Golden Circle self guided tour is an unforgettable way to explore one of Iceland's most famous
routes, filled with stunning natural wonders, historical sites, and cultural experiences. This journey
allows travelers to navigate at their own pace, immersing themselves in the breathtaking landscapes
and unique attractions that define Iceland's beauty. The Golden Circle encompasses a variety of
stops that highlight the country's geological marvels, including geysers, waterfalls, and national
parks. Whether you’'re an adventure seeker or a history buff, a self-guided tour of the Golden Circle
offers something for everyone.

What is the Golden Circle?

The Golden Circle is a popular tourist route in Iceland that covers approximately 300 kilometers
(186 miles) and includes some of the country’s most iconic landmarks. The main sites along the
route are:

1. bingvellir National Park
2. Geysir Geothermal Area
3. Gullfoss Waterfall

In addition to these primary attractions, the Golden Circle also provides access to additional sites,
hot springs, and charming towns, making it a perfect day trip for those looking to experience the
essence of Iceland.

Planning Your Self-Guided Tour

Before embarking on your Golden Circle self guided tour, proper planning is essential to ensure a
smooth and enjoyable experience. Here are some key considerations:

Best Time to Visit

- Summer (June to August): The days are long, with nearly 24 hours of daylight. This is the peak
tourist season, providing optimal weather for outdoor activities.

- Autumn (September to October): A great time for fewer crowds and beautiful fall foliage.
Additionally, you might catch the Northern Lights as the nights grow darker.

- Winter (November to March): While the weather can be harsh, winter offers a unique charm with
snow-covered landscapes and the chance to see the Northern Lights.

- Spring (April to May): A beautiful time to see blooming flowers and a gradual warming climate,
although weather can still be unpredictable.



Transportation Options

- Rental Car: The most flexible option, allowing you to stop wherever and whenever you want.
Iceland’s roads are generally well-maintained, but be sure to check road conditions, especially in
winter.

- Guided Tours: While this may not be a self-guided tour, many companies offer guided tours of the
Golden Circle, providing insights and convenience.

- Public Transport: Buses run from Reykjavik to key locations along the Golden Circle, though this
option may limit your time at each stop.

What to Pack

- Clothing: Dress in layers! Weather in Iceland can change rapidly. Waterproof jackets, thermal
layers, and sturdy hiking boots are recommended.

- Camera: To capture the stunning landscapes and unique attractions.

- Snacks and Water: Some areas may not have easy access to food, so packing snacks and water is a
smart choice.

- Maps and Guidebooks: While GPS is helpful, having physical maps can be beneficial in areas with
poor reception.

Key Stops on the Golden Circle

Now that you’ve planned your trip, let’s delve into the key attractions you don’t want to miss during
your Golden Circle self guided tour.

Pingvellir National Park

bingvellir National Park is not only a UNESCO World Heritage Site but also holds significant
historical and geological importance. Here are some highlights:

- Silfra Fissure: A rift between the North American and Eurasian tectonic plates where visitors can
snorkel or dive in crystal-clear waters.

- Almannagja Gorge: A dramatic canyon created by the tectonic plate movements, offering stunning
views and walking paths.

- Historical Significance: Site of the world's first parliament, Alpingi, established in 930 AD.

Geysir Geothermal Area

Next on your tour is the Geysir Geothermal Area, known for its bubbling hot springs and erupting
geysers. Key features include:

- Strokkur Geyser: Erupts every 5-10 minutes, shooting hot water up to 30 meters (98 feet) into the



air.

- Geysir: The original geyser that gave its name to all others, although it is currently dormant.

- Hot Springs and Mud Pots: The area is rich with geothermal activity, and you can often see steam
rising from the ground.

Gullfoss Waterfall

Gullfoss, also known as the "Golden Falls," is one of Iceland's most iconic waterfalls. Features
include:

- Powerful Cascade: The waterfall drops 32 meters (105 feet) into a rugged canyon, creating a
spectacular sight.

- Viewing Platforms: Well-maintained paths lead to various viewpoints for stunning photo
opportunities.

- Rainbow Magic: On sunny days, rainbows often form above the falls, adding to the enchanting
experience.

Additional Attractions Along the Route

While the main attractions are must-sees, the Golden Circle is dotted with hidden gems and
charming stops that enhance your journey.

Kerid Crater Lake

- Unique Formation: A volcanic crater lake with striking red and green colors, surrounded by a 55-
meter (180-foot) high caldera.

- Walking Path: A circular path allows visitors to walk around the rim and enjoy views of the lake
below.

Frioheimar Greenhouse Farm

- Greenhouse Tours: Learn about Iceland’s innovative greenhouse farming techniques and how they
grow fresh produce year-round.
- Tomato Tasting: Enjoy delicious tomato soup and homemade bread, all sourced from the farm.

Secret Lagoon (Gamla Laugin)

- Natural Hot Springs: A relaxing geothermal pool in a serene setting, perfect for unwinding after a
day of exploring.

- Authentic Experience: Less commercialized than the Blue Lagoon, it offers a more authentic
Icelandic bathing experience.



Making the Most of Your Golden Circle Experience

To ensure you have the best experience possible on your Golden Circle self guided tour, consider the
following tips:

- Start Early: Begin your day early to avoid crowds and maximize your time at each site.

- Stay Flexible: While having a rough itinerary is helpful, allow for spontaneity. You might find
unexpected viewpoints or attractions along the way.

- Respect Nature: Follow marked paths and guidelines to protect Iceland’s delicate ecosystems. Stay
on designated trails and avoid disturbing wildlife.

- Capture Memories: Take your time to enjoy and photograph the stunning landscapes. Remember
that some of the best moments are not just at the famous spots but also along the journey.

Conclusion

The Golden Circle self guided tour is an incredible opportunity to experience the natural beauty and
rich history of Iceland at your own pace. Whether you're mesmerized by the powerful Gullfoss
waterfall, intrigued by the geothermal wonders of Geysir, or captivated by the geological
significance of Pingvellir National Park, each stop along the Golden Circle offers something unique
and memorable. By planning thoughtfully and embracing the adventure, you’ll create lasting
memories that will stay with you long after you’ve returned home. So pack your bags, grab your
camera, and prepare for an unforgettable journey through the heart of Iceland!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Golden Circle self-guided tour?

The Golden Circle self-guided tour is a popular route in Iceland that allows travelers to explore key
natural and cultural attractions at their own pace, including bingvellir National Park, Geysir
geothermal area, and Gullfoss waterfall.

How do I plan a self-guided tour of the Golden Circle?

To plan a self-guided tour of the Golden Circle, you should research the main attractions, map out
your route, consider the time of year for daylight hours, and ensure you have a reliable vehicle or
transportation options.

What are the must-see attractions on the Golden Circle route?

The must-see attractions on the Golden Circle route include bingvellir National Park, where the
North American and Eurasian tectonic plates meet, the Strokkur geyser in the Geysir geothermal
area, and the stunning Gullfoss waterfall.



Is it easy to find parking at Golden Circle attractions?

Yes, most of the main attractions along the Golden Circle have designated parking areas; however, it
can get busy during peak tourist seasons, so arriving early is recommended.

What should I bring on a self-guided Golden Circle tour?

When going on a self-guided Golden Circle tour, it's advisable to bring a camera, water, snacks,
warm clothing, good walking shoes, and a fully charged mobile device for navigation and emergency
purposes.
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