
going after cacciato
Going After Cacciato is not just a phrase; it represents a journey, a quest, and a deep exploration
of the human experience. This term, which derives from Tim O’Brien's acclaimed novel "Going After
Cacciato," encapsulates the themes of war, escapism, and the transformative power of imagination.
In this article, we will delve into the significance of Cacciato’s character, the impact of the Vietnam
War on soldiers, and the broader implications of seeking out one’s own truth in the midst of chaos.

The Context of “Going After Cacciato”

Tim O’Brien’s novel, published in 1978, is a seminal work that explores the complexities of war
through a unique narrative style. The story follows soldiers during the Vietnam War, focusing
particularly on one character, Paul Berlin, who is grappling with the realities of combat and the
desire to escape.

The Character of Cacciato

Cacciato, a soldier who decides to walk away from the war, embodies the theme of escapism. His
choice to leave is both an act of defiance and a symbol of hope. Here are some key aspects of
Cacciato’s character:

- Symbol of Freedom: Cacciato represents the yearning for freedom from the brutalities of war. His
journey becomes a metaphor for the search for peace and tranquility amidst chaos.
- Conflict with Duty: His decision to abandon his post raises questions about duty, loyalty, and the
moral dilemmas faced by soldiers.
- Imagination and Reality: Cacciato’s quest blurs the lines between reality and imagination,
prompting readers to consider the nature of truth and the stories we tell ourselves.

The Vietnam War: A Backdrop for Exploration

To fully understand the significance of going after Cacciato, it’s essential to explore the Vietnam
War's impact on those who served. The war was not just a military conflict; it was a profound
psychological experience that shaped the lives of countless individuals.


