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God's plan for man Finis Jennings Dake is a profound topic that delves into the theological insights offered
by one of the most influential Pentecostal theologians of the 20th century. Dake’s extensive works,
particularly "God's Plan for Man," provide a comprehensive understanding of the divine blueprint for
humanity. This article will explore the key themes of Dake's theology, the significance of his teachings,
and how they continue to influence Christian thought today.

Overview of Finis Jennings Dake

Finis Jennings Dake (1902-1987) was an American minister, theologian, and author known for his unique
interpretations of the Bible and his emphasis on the end times. His most notable work, "God's Plan for Man,"
outlines his belief in a structured plan that God has for humanity, encompassing creation, redemption, and
the ultimate purpose of life.

Early Life and Ministry

- Background: Dake was born in a small town in the United States and became a prominent figure in the
Pentecostal movement.
- Education: He had a deep interest in theology and spent years studying the scriptures.
- Ministry: Dake founded the Dake Bible College, and his teachings reached a wide audience through
various publications, radio broadcasts, and church ministries.

Key Themes in "God's Plan for Man"

Dake's work is characterized by several key themes that outline his understanding of God's intention for
humanity. These themes form the backbone of his theological perspective.

The Creation of Man

Dake emphasizes that the creation of man was intentional and purposeful:

1. Image of God: Man was created in the image of God, which grants humanity inherent dignity and
worth.
2. Dominion: Humans were given dominion over the earth, signifying stewardship and responsibility.



3. Free Will: The ability to choose is central to Dake's theology, as it allows for genuine relationship and
moral accountability.

The Fall and Redemption

Dake highlights the significance of the Fall in understanding God’s plan:

- The Fall: Humanity’s disobedience in the Garden of Eden led to spiritual death and separation from God.
- Redemptive Plan: Dake posits that God's plan includes a means of redemption through Jesus Christ,
restoring the relationship between God and humanity.
- Salvation: The process of salvation is portrayed as a gift that must be accepted through faith and
repentance.

The Purpose of Life

According to Dake, understanding God's purpose for life is crucial for fulfillment:

1. Fellowship with God: The ultimate aim of creation is to have a relationship with God.
2. Service: Dake teaches that believers are called to serve others and spread the gospel.
3. Eternal Life: A fundamental aspect of Dake's theology is the promise of eternal life for those who accept
Christ.

Theological Framework of Dake's Work

Dake's theological framework is built upon a few foundational principles that inform his interpretation of
scripture and God's plan.

Dispensationalism

Dake is often associated with dispensational theology, which divides history into distinct periods or
"dispensations." Each dispensation represents a different method by which God interacts with humanity.
Key dispensations according to Dake include:

- Innocence: The period before the Fall.
- Conscience: From the Fall to the Flood.
- Human Government: From Noah to Abraham.



- Promise: The time of the patriarchs.
- Law: The period of Moses and the Israelites.
- Grace: The current age of the church.
- Millennium: The reign of Christ on earth.

Scriptural Authority

Dake strongly emphasizes the authority of scripture in understanding God's plan:

- Literal Interpretation: He advocates for a literal interpretation of the Bible, believing that the text is
divinely inspired and serves as the ultimate guide for faith and practice.
- Systematic Theology: Dake's work is systematic in nature, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of
biblical doctrines.

Impact of Dake's Teachings

The influence of Dake's work extends beyond his lifetime, impacting various aspects of Christian thought:

Educational Contributions

- Dake Bible College: Founded to train future ministers and laypeople in the principles of Pentecostal
theology and biblical interpretation.
- Publications: His books, particularly "God's Plan for Man," continue to be used as resources in churches and
theological studies.

Controversies and Criticism

While Dake's teachings have garnered a following, they have also faced criticism:

- Literalism: Critics argue that his literal approach to scripture can lead to misinterpretations.
- Dispensationalism: Some theologians dispute the dispensational framework, suggesting it oversimplifies
complex theological concepts.



Conclusion

God's plan for man Finis Jennings Dake is a deep and intricate subject that invites believers to explore their
understanding of creation, redemption, and purpose. Dake's theological contributions continue to resonate
within the Christian community, encouraging a pursuit of knowledge about God's intentions for humanity.
Whether through his teachings on salvation, the importance of scripture, or the ultimate purpose of life,
Dake’s perspective invites individuals to engage with their faith actively and thoughtfully. As we reflect
on his work, we are reminded of the significance of understanding our place within God's divine plan.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'God's Plan for Man' by Finis Jennings
Dake?
The central theme of 'God's Plan for Man' is the understanding of God's purpose for humanity, exploring
the relationship between God and man, the role of faith, and the ultimate destiny of mankind according to
biblical scripture.

How does Finis Jennings Dake interpret the concept of free will in 'God's
Plan for Man'?
Dake emphasizes that while God has a sovereign plan for man, individuals are granted free will to choose
their paths, which plays a critical role in their relationship with God and their eternal destiny.

What biblical references does Dake use to support his arguments?
Dake references numerous biblical texts, including Genesis for creation, the Gospels for the life and
teachings of Jesus, and Revelation for eschatological views, to substantiate his views on God's plan.

Does Dake discuss the concept of salvation in 'God's Plan for Man'?
Yes, Dake discusses salvation extensively, describing it as a central element of God's plan for humanity,
emphasizing the importance of faith in Jesus Christ as the path to redemption.

What role does prophecy play in Dake's understanding of God's plan?
Prophecy is a significant aspect of Dake's theology, as he believes it provides insight into God's overarching
plan and serves to confirm God's sovereignty and the certainty of future events.



How does Dake address the problem of evil in his work?
Dake addresses the problem of evil by explaining that it results from humanity's free will and disobedience,
but ultimately, God’s plan allows for the eventual triumph over evil through Christ.

What unique perspectives does Dake offer on the afterlife?
Dake provides a detailed view of the afterlife, discussing concepts such as heaven, hell, and the
resurrection, emphasizing that these realities are integral to understanding God's plan for man.

How does Dake's interpretation of scripture differ from mainstream
theology?
Dake's interpretation may differ in its literal approach to prophecy and scripture, often emphasizing a more
dispensationalist viewpoint which categorizes biblical history into distinct periods of God's dealings with
humanity.

In what ways does 'God's Plan for Man' encourage personal faith?
The book encourages personal faith by urging readers to actively seek a relationship with God, embrace the
teachings of Christ, and trust in God's plan for individual lives as well as for humanity as a whole.

What impact has 'God's Plan for Man' had on modern Christian thought?
The book has influenced modern Christian thought by promoting a systematic approach to theology that
highlights the importance of understanding God's plan, impacting both lay readers and church leaders in
their teachings.
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