
go away big green monster
Go Away, Big Green Monster is a beloved children's book that has captured the hearts and
imaginations of young readers since its publication. Written and illustrated by Ed Emberley, the
book provides a playful and interactive experience for children as they confront their fears through
the eyes of a colorful, whimsical creature. This article explores the themes, illustrations, educational
value, and impact of "Go Away, Big Green Monster," making it a cherished addition to children's
literature.

Overview of the Book

"Go Away, Big Green Monster" was first published in 1992 and quickly became a classic in children's
literature. The story follows a big green monster with various features that are revealed page by
page. As children read along, they are encouraged to participate actively by telling the monster to
go away. The repetitive structure and engaging illustrations make it a favorite among parents and
educators alike.

Author and Illustrator: Ed Emberley

Ed Emberley is an acclaimed author and illustrator known for his ability to engage young audiences
with simple yet captivating artwork. His unique style often employs bold colors and geometric
shapes that are easy for children to comprehend and emulate. Emberley's work extends beyond "Go
Away, Big Green Monster," as he has published numerous picture books and drawing guides that
inspire creativity in children.

Thematic Elements

"Go Away, Big Green Monster" is rich with themes that resonate with children as they navigate their
emotions and fears. Here are some of the prominent themes present in the book:

Confronting Fears

One of the central themes of the book is the idea of confronting fears. The big green monster initially
appears intimidating, but as the story unfolds, children learn that they have the power to make the
monster go away. This theme encourages children to face their fears rather than shy away from
them.

Empowerment and Control



The interactive nature of the book empowers children by giving them a voice. By telling the monster
to go away, they gain a sense of agency and control over their environment. This empowerment can
be particularly meaningful for children who may feel overwhelmed by their fears or anxious
situations.

Friendship and Acceptance

Although the monster is initially scary, the story ultimately conveys a message of acceptance. The
monster is not inherently bad; instead, it is a product of children's imaginations. This theme
promotes the idea that it is okay to have fears and that understanding these fears can lead to
acceptance.

Illustrations: A Visual Journey

Ed Emberley’s illustrations are a significant part of what makes "Go Away, Big Green Monster" so
engaging. The artwork is not only visually striking but also serves to enhance the storytelling
experience.

Color and Shape

Emberley uses a vibrant palette of colors to bring the monster to life. The use of green signifies the
monster's initial intimidating presence, while other colors are used to depict different features. The
simplistic yet bold shapes make it easy for children to recognize and relate to the monster.

Interactive Elements

Every page of the book introduces a new feature of the monster, such as its yellow eyes, purple hairy
head, or red sharp teeth. The gradual revelation of these features allows children to participate by
predicting what comes next. This interactive element fosters engagement and keeps young readers
intrigued.

Emotional Expressions

The facial expressions of the monster change throughout the story, providing visual cues that reflect
the emotions involved. These expressions help children understand the concept of feelings, thereby
enhancing their emotional intelligence.



Educational Value

"Go Away, Big Green Monster" serves as an excellent tool for educators and parents to address
various developmental aspects in children.

Language Development

The repetitive and rhythmic text is beneficial for language acquisition. Children learn new
vocabulary and sentence structures as they engage with the story. The interactive nature of the book
encourages children to practice their speaking and listening skills.

Emotional Literacy

The book provides a platform for discussing emotions and fears. Parents and educators can use it as
a starting point to help children articulate their feelings. Engaging with the monster can lead to
discussions about what frightens them and how they can cope.

Creativity and Imagination

The simplicity of Emberley’s illustrations allows children to interpret the story in various ways. They
can create their own monsters or scenarios, fostering creativity and imaginative play. This can be
further enhanced through art activities inspired by the book.

Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, "Go Away, Big Green Monster" has become a staple in classrooms and libraries
across the globe. Its influence extends beyond just being a beloved bedtime story; it has become a
critical tool for parents and educators in addressing childhood fears.

Popularity in Early Childhood Education

The book is frequently included in early childhood education curricula aimed at social-emotional
learning. Its relatable themes and interactive format make it an effective resource for teaching
children how to manage emotions and fears.

Adaptations and Merchandise

The popularity of "Go Away, Big Green Monster" has led to various adaptations, including interactive



apps and merchandise. These adaptations aim to reach a wider audience while maintaining the core
message of the original book.

Conclusion

"Go Away, Big Green Monster" is more than just a children's book; it is a powerful tool for emotional
exploration and empowerment. Through Ed Emberley's engaging illustrations and interactive
storytelling, children learn to confront their fears and understand their emotions. The themes of
empowerment, acceptance, and creativity resonate deeply, making it a timeless classic in children's
literature. As educators and parents continue to share this book with new generations, its impact on
childhood development and emotional literacy remains significant, ensuring that the big green
monster will go away, leaving behind a legacy of courage and imagination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Go Away, Big Green Monster'?
The main theme of 'Go Away, Big Green Monster' is about overcoming fears and anxieties, especially
those related to monsters and the unknown.

Who is the author of 'Go Away, Big Green Monster'?
The book is written by Ed Emberley, an acclaimed children's author and illustrator.

What age group is 'Go Away, Big Green Monster' suitable for?
'Go Away, Big Green Monster' is primarily aimed at preschoolers and early elementary school
children, typically ages 3 to 6.

How does the book help children deal with fear?
The book uses a playful and interactive approach, encouraging children to confront and dispel their
fears of monsters through engaging illustrations and repetitive phrases.

What kind of illustrations can be found in 'Go Away, Big Green
Monster'?
The illustrations in the book are bold, colorful, and feature a unique cut-out design that allows the
monster to be revealed and hidden throughout the pages.

Is 'Go Away, Big Green Monster' part of a series?
No, 'Go Away, Big Green Monster' is a standalone book, though Ed Emberley has written and
illustrated other children's books.



What teaching strategies can be used with 'Go Away, Big
Green Monster'?
Teachers can use the book to facilitate discussions about emotions, create art projects based on the
monster, or encourage storytelling and imaginative play.

Has 'Go Away, Big Green Monster' won any awards?
Yes, 'Go Away, Big Green Monster' has received several accolades, including being recognized as a
notable book by the American Library Association.
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