gm flat tow guide

gm flat tow guide is an essential resource for anyone looking to safely and effectively flat tow their
GM vehicle. Flat towing, or dinghy towing, is a popular method for transporting vehicles behind
motorhomes or other vehicles without the need for a trailer. This guide will comprehensively cover
the necessary preparations, equipment, and procedures for flat towing GM vehicles. It will delve into
the specifics of compatible models, the role of the owner's manual, and the importance of proper
setup. Additionally, we will provide troubleshooting tips and safety precautions to ensure a smooth
towing experience. This guide aims to equip you with all the information you need for successful flat
towing.
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Understanding Flat Towing

Flat towing refers to the practice of towing a vehicle with all four wheels on the ground. This method
is particularly beneficial for RV owners who wish to bring a car along for easy access at their travel
destination. The primary advantage of flat towing is that it eliminates the need for a trailer, reducing
hassle and increasing convenience.

During flat towing, the towed vehicle uses its own wheels to roll along the road, which means that it
must be properly equipped and configured to avoid damage. Understanding how flat towing works
and the requirements for your specific vehicle is crucial to ensure safety and efficiency.

How Flat Towing Works

Flat towing requires a connection between the towing vehicle and the towed vehicle through a tow
bar or similar mechanism. The towed vehicle must be in neutral, allowing its wheels to turn freely
while being pulled. It is essential to follow the manufacturer's guidelines for the towing setup to
prevent drivetrain damage and ensure compliance with warranty conditions.



Compatible GM Vehicles for Flat Towing

Not all GM vehicles are designed for flat towing. It is essential to refer to the owner's manual to
determine if your vehicle can be safely towed in this manner. Generally, vehicles with automatic
transmissions that have a specific tow mode or manual transmission vehicles tend to be better suited
for flat towing.

Popular GM Models for Flat Towing

Several GM models are known for their compatibility with flat towing. Here are some of the most
common:

¢ Chevrolet Silverado - Certain configurations are designed for flat towing.
¢ Chevrolet Equinox - Popular choice for RV owners.

¢ Chevrolet Colorado - Compatible with specific models.

¢ GMC Terrain - Often used for flat towing.

e Buick Encore - Suitable for flat towing with proper setup.

Always verify the specific model year and configuration, as compatibility can vary significantly
across different models and production years.

Essential Equipment for Flat Towing

When preparing to flat tow your GM vehicle, having the right equipment is critical. This ensures not
only safety but also compliance with legal towing standards. The following equipment is commonly
required:

Necessary Equipment for Flat Towing

e Tow Bar - Connects the towed vehicle to the towing vehicle.
e Base Plate - Installed on the towed vehicle to facilitate the attachment of the tow bar.

e Safety Cables - Provide an additional layer of security; they connect the towed vehicle to the
towing vehicle.



e Brake System - Some states require a supplemental braking system for the towed vehicle.

e Lighting Kit - Ensures that brake lights and turn signals are visible on the towed vehicle.

Using quality equipment that meets both the manufacturer's specifications and state regulations is
essential for a safe towing experience.

Preparation Steps for Flat Towing

Preparation is key to successful flat towing. Following the correct steps not only ensures safe
transportation but also protects your vehicle from potential damage.

Steps to Prepare Your GM Vehicle for Flat Towing

1. Consult the Owner's Manual: Always start by reading the owner's manual for specific
instructions regarding flat towing.

2. Install Base Plates: If your vehicle is not already equipped, install the necessary base plates.

3. Connect the Tow Bar: Attach the tow bar securely to both the towing vehicle and the towed
vehicle.

4. Check Fluid Levels: Ensure that all fluid levels in the towed vehicle are adequate to prevent
damage during towing.

5. Set Transmission to Neutral: Shift the towed vehicle's transmission to neutral to allow the
wheels to turn freely.

6. Connect Safety Cables: Attach safety cables to provide an additional layer of security.

7. Test Lights: Verify that all lights are functioning properly and visible from behind.

Following these steps will help mitigate risks associated with flat towing and ensure a smooth
journey.

Safety Tips and Troubleshooting

Safety should always be a priority when flat towing. Understanding common issues and knowing
how to address them can significantly enhance your towing experience.



Common Safety Tips

¢ Regular Inspections: Before each trip, inspect the tow bar, safety cables, and lighting
equipment.

e Monitor Weight Limits: Ensure that the combined weight of the towing vehicle and the
towed vehicle does not exceed towing limits.

e Practice Towing: If you are new to flat towing, practice in a safe area before hitting the road.

e Stay Within Speed Limits: Adhere to posted speed limits, especially when towing.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper preparations, issues can arise during flat towing. Here are some common
problems and potential solutions:

e Brake Light Malfunction: Check the lighting kit and connections for any loose wires or
blown fuses.

e Steering Wheel Locking: Ensure the vehicle is in neutral and that the steering lock
mechanism is disengaged.

e Unstable Towing: Check the weight distribution and ensure that safety cables are properly
secured.

Conclusion

The gm flat tow guide serves as a comprehensive resource for anyone looking to flat tow a GM
vehicle. By understanding the principles of flat towing, identifying compatible vehicles, and
preparing adequately with the right equipment, you can ensure a safe and hassle-free towing
experience. Prioritizing safety and following the necessary steps will allow you to enjoy the
convenience of flat towing while protecting your vehicle and ensuring compliance with regulations.

Q: What GM vehicles can be flat towed?

A: Many GM vehicles can be flat towed, including models like the Chevrolet Equinox, GMC Terrain,
and Chevrolet Colorado, among others. Always check the owner's manual for specific compatibility
and requirements.



Q: Do I need a special braking system for flat towing?

A: Depending on state regulations and the weight of the towed vehicle, you may need a
supplemental braking system to ensure safe towing and compliance with the law.

Q: How do I prepare my GM vehicle for flat towing?

A: Preparation involves consulting the owner's manual, installing base plates, securing the tow bar,
checking fluid levels, and ensuring the vehicle is in neutral before towing.

Q: What equipment is necessary for flat towing?

A: Essential equipment for flat towing includes a tow bar, base plates, safety cables, a braking
system, and a lighting kit to ensure visibility of signals and brake lights.

Q: Can I flat tow a vehicle with an automatic transmission?

A: Yes, many GM vehicles with automatic transmissions can be flat towed, provided they have a
specific tow mode or follow the manufacturer's instructions in the owner's manual.

Q: What should I do if my towed vehicle’s brake lights are not
working?

A: Check the connections of the lighting kit and inspect for any blown fuses. Ensure that the wiring
is secure and that the lights are functioning correctly.

Q: Is it safe to exceed the speed limit while flat towing?

A: No, it is important to adhere to posted speed limits while flat towing to ensure safety and
compliance with traffic laws.

Q: How can I avoid damage while flat towing?

A: To avoid damage, ensure that the vehicle is properly prepared, follow all manufacturer
recommendations, and regularly inspect towing equipment before each trip.

Q: What are the risks of improper flat towing?

A: Improper flat towing can lead to significant vehicle damage, including transmission failure,
steering issues, and tire wear, as well as legal penalties for non-compliance with towing regulations.



Q: How often should I inspect my flat towing setup?

A: Tt is advisable to inspect your flat towing setup before every trip to ensure all equipment is secure
and functioning correctly.
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