
globe and mail cryptic crosswords

globe and mail cryptic crosswords are an engaging and challenging brain exercise that has captivated puzzle
enthusiasts across Canada and beyond. Known for their intricate wordplay and clever clues, these
crosswords demand a unique approach to solving that sets them apart from traditional crossword puzzles. In
this article, we will explore the history of cryptic crosswords, the specific format used by The Globe and
Mail, common solving strategies, and tips for beginners looking to enhance their skills. We will also discuss
the community surrounding these puzzles and their impact on the broader crossword culture.

Through this comprehensive guide, readers will gain a thorough understanding of the Globe and Mail
cryptic crosswords and their significance in the world of puzzles.
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Introduction to Globe and Mail Cryptic Crosswords
The Globe and Mail, Canada's foremost national newspaper, features a popular cryptic crossword that
attracts a diverse audience of puzzle solvers. These crosswords blend language, logic, and lateral thinking,
creating a uniquely challenging experience. Each puzzle typically consists of a grid filled with letters that
intersect at various points, accompanied by a list of clues that require solvers to think outside the box. The
charm of Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords lies not only in their complexity but also in their ability to
engage readers in a playful and intellectually stimulating manner.



The History of Cryptic Crosswords
Cryptic crosswords have a rich history that dates back to the early 20th century. They originated in the
United Kingdom, where they quickly gained popularity among the literary and intellectual elite. The first
known cryptic crossword was published in 1925 by The Times newspaper, which set the standard for
future puzzles.

Over the decades, cryptic crosswords spread to various countries, including Canada, where The Globe and
Mail began incorporating them into their daily offerings. This puzzle format has been embraced for its
ability to challenge the mind while providing an entertaining pastime. As interest in these puzzles grew,
so did the community of avid solvers who share tips, strategies, and solutions.

Understanding the Globe and Mail Format
The Globe and Mail's cryptic crosswords adhere to a specific format that distinguishes them from other
crosswords. Each puzzle typically contains a 15x15 grid, although variations in size may occur. The clues
are crafted to be both challenging and rewarding, often requiring solvers to decipher wordplay, anagrams,
homophones, and other linguistic tricks.

In addition, Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords are known for their clever themes, which may tie together
certain clues or answers. This thematic approach adds an extra layer of intrigue, inviting solvers to engage
more deeply with the puzzle.

Common Clue Types in Cryptic Crosswords
One of the defining features of cryptic crosswords is the variety of clue types used to challenge solvers.
Familiarizing oneself with these common clue types is essential for success. Below are some of the most
prevalent clue types found in Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords:

Definition Clue: A straightforward definition of the answer, often located at the beginning or end of
the clue.

Anagram Clue: Clues that indicate the letters of the answer can be rearranged (e.g., "wild" or
"confused").

Homophone Clue: Clues that suggest the answer sounds like another word (e.g., "heard").

Container Clue: A clue where one word is placed inside another (e.g., "in" or "within").

Charade Clue: Clues that consist of multiple parts combined to form the answer.



These clue types require solvers to think critically and creatively, making the process both challenging and
enjoyable.

Strategies for Solving Cryptic Crosswords
Successfully solving Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords requires a blend of patience, practice, and strategy.
Here are some effective strategies that can assist solvers in their journey:

Start with Easy Clues: Begin with clues that seem more straightforward to build confidence and fill
in the grid.

Work on the Crossword Gradually: Don't rush. Take time to think about each clue and how it might
connect to others.

Break Down Clues: Analyze each clue for potential definitions, wordplay, and indicators that can lead
to the answer.

Keep a Dictionary Handy: A good dictionary or thesaurus can be invaluable for checking definitions
and synonyms.

Practice Regularly: Consistent practice will improve both skills and familiarity with common clue
types.

By employing these strategies, solvers can enhance their problem-solving abilities and gain confidence
with each puzzle tackled.

Tips for Beginners
For those new to the world of cryptic crosswords, the initial experience can be daunting. However, with
the right approach, beginners can quickly acclimate to this unique puzzle format. Here are some tips
tailored for novice solvers:

Study Example Puzzles: Review completed puzzles to see how clues are structured and how
solutions are derived.

Join a Crossword Group: Participating in a community can provide support, tips, and shared solving
experiences.

Utilize Online Resources: Many websites and forums are dedicated to cryptic crosswords, offering
guidance and explanations.



Be Patient: It’s normal to struggle at first. Allow yourself time to learn and understand the nuances of
cryptic clues.

Enjoy the Process: Focus on the fun of solving rather than just completing the puzzle.

With these tips, beginners can cultivate their skills and develop a love for Globe and Mail cryptic
crosswords.

The Community of Cryptic Crossword Enthusiasts
The Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords are not just solitary endeavors; they have fostered a vibrant
community of enthusiasts. This community engages in discussions, shares strategies, and celebrates solving
achievements. Various online forums and social media platforms allow solvers to connect, exchange tips, and
collaborate on particularly challenging puzzles.

Additionally, many crossword clubs and groups offer opportunities for solvers to gather in person, share
their experiences, and even work on puzzles together. This sense of community enhances the overall
experience of cryptic crossword solving and encourages participants to further their skills.

The Impact of Cryptic Crosswords on Crossword Culture
Cryptic crosswords have significantly influenced the broader crossword culture, inspiring other
publications to adopt similar formats and prompting the emergence of specialized crossword competitions.
Their unique challenges encourage critical thinking and creativity, setting them apart from standard
crossword puzzles.

Moreover, the popularity of Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords has contributed to a renaissance in puzzle-
solving, attracting new solvers and fostering a deep appreciation for the art of wordplay. This impact is
evident in the growing number of resources available to solvers, from books to online courses dedicated to
mastering cryptic crosswords.

Conclusion
Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords offer a captivating blend of challenge and entertainment, appealing to
both seasoned puzzlers and newcomers alike. With their rich history, unique format, and the community
that surrounds them, these puzzles continue to thrive as a beloved pastime. By understanding the
structure, common clue types, and employing effective solving strategies, individuals can unlock the joy of
solving cryptic crosswords. As you engage with this fascinating puzzle format, remember that every
solved clue and completed puzzle contributes to your growth as a solver, deepening your appreciation for
the craft of cryptic crosswords.



Q: What are Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords?
A: Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords are challenging puzzles featured in Canada's national newspaper,
known for their clever wordplay and intricate clues that require lateral thinking.

Q: How do I start solving Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords?
A: Beginners can start by familiarizing themselves with common clue types, practicing with easier puzzles,
and employing strategies like breaking down clues or working on the grid gradually.

Q: What makes cryptic crosswords different from regular crosswords?
A: Unlike regular crosswords, cryptic crosswords use a combination of definitions, wordplay, and linguistic
tricks, making them more complex and requiring solvers to think creatively.

Q: Are there communities for cryptic crossword enthusiasts?
A: Yes, there are various online forums, social media groups, and local clubs dedicated to cryptic crossword
enthusiasts where solvers can share tips and collaborate.

Q: Can I practice cryptic crosswords online?
A: Absolutely! Many websites offer free puzzles, examples, and resources to help solvers improve their
skills with cryptic crosswords.

Q: What are some common clue types in cryptic crosswords?
A: Common clue types include definition clues, anagram clues, homophone clues, container clues, and
charade clues, each requiring different solving strategies.

Q: How can I improve my skills in solving cryptic crosswords?
A: Regular practice, studying example puzzles, joining crossword groups, and utilizing online resources can
significantly enhance your skills and understanding of cryptic crosswords.

Q: What is the typical grid size for Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords?
A: The standard grid size for Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords is typically 15x15, although variations may
occur.



Q: Why are cryptic crosswords considered a valuable mental exercise?
A: Cryptic crosswords engage critical thinking, enhance vocabulary, and promote problem-solving skills,
making them an excellent exercise for the brain.

Q: Are there specific themes in Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords?
A: Yes, Globe and Mail cryptic crosswords often incorporate clever themes that tie together certain clues or
answers, adding an extra layer of intrigue to the puzzles.
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